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Abstract

We present the three-body decay of the Higgs boson into two leptons and a photon to
dimension-eight in the Standard Model Effective Field Theory (SMEFT). In order to ob-
tain this result we interfere the full one-loop Standard Model result with the tree-level
result in the SMEFT. This is the first calculation of the partial width of the Higgs boson
into two leptons and a photon in the SMEFT to incorporate the full one-loop depen-
dence for the Standard Model as well as the full tree level dimension-eight dependence
in the SMEFT. We find that this channel can aid in distinguishing strongly interacting and
weakly interacting UV completions of the SMEFT under standard assumptions. We also
find that this channel presents the opportunity to distinguish different operator Classes
within the SMEFT, potentially including contact H¢{y operators which are first generated
only at dimension-eight in the SMEFT.
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1 Introduction

The coupling of the Higgs boson to two photons or a Z-boson and photon in the Standard
Model (SM) were developed in [1-3]. The decay H — ££y in the SM has more recently been
considered in [4-12]. In the case of the decay H — Zy the narrow width approximation is
typically employed for the Z boson. Relaxing this assumption is expected to have a negligible
effect on the overall prediction for the Higgs boson decay to two leptons and a photon.

The Standard Model Effective Field Theory (SMEFT) is a useful tool for studying the effects
of heavy New Physics (NP) in a generally model independent fashion. The primary assump-
tions of this methodology are that the NP is too heavy to produce directly at the energies
considered and that the Higgs boson belongs to an SU(2); doublet. Under these assumptions
the SMEFT is formed as a tower of operators suppressed by the mass scale of the heavy new
physics A:

oo
1 (ani
Lsvprr = £SM+ZZFQ§- o, €8]
ij

Operators of dimension (4 + i) are suppressed by the heavy scale A! and generally, therefore,
higher dimension operators are treated as higher order corrections in the SMEFT approach.
The sum over j is over all operator forms at a given order i. For LHC studies odd-dimension
operators are generally negligible as they are B and/or L violating and therefore expected to
be strongly suppressed. The SMEFT at dimension-six has been a major area of investigation,
particularly since the discovery of the Higgs boson. Recently much interest has been generated
around how dimension-eight operators impact studies of the SMEFT [13-19] and how they
change our understanding of truncation error in the SMEFT [20-23].

In the context of the SMEFT the present work is the first work to have studied the effect
of interfering the non-resonant SM contribution for H — {{y with the SMEFT contributions.
The SMEFT tree-level interference with the resonant SM contributions have been used across
the field when performing global fits. One-loop studies with on-shell y and Z were made
in [24,25] for HZy and [26-29] for Hyy.

In [30], the authors calculate H — 44) in the SMEFT and found the many novel couplings
generated in the SMEFT could allow for larger corrections to the typically employed narrow
width calculation than anticipated. Indeed, couplings of the Higgs which do not occur in the
SM at tree level, like Hyy, Hgg, and Haay result in contributions to the partial width that
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are entirely neglected in the narrow width approximation. Taking from this, this work seeks
to analyze the implications of allowing for off-shell Z or y in the decay of the Higgs boson to
two fermions and a photon.

This article is organized as follows: In Section 2 we lay out our notation and in Sec. 3
we discuss the SM tree-level and one-loop contributions to the process H — ££y. In Sec. 4
we derive the contributions in the SMEFT up to and including 1/A* effects, this includes the
consistent calculation of dimension-six-squared contributions as well as contributions from
dimension-eight operators. In this section we also look at different cuts in the invariant mass of
the dilepton system and how they can be used to potentially distinguish operators generated by
tree- and loop- processes in the UV, as well as distinguish between different classes of operators
in the SMEFT. In the conclusions, Section 5, we summarize this work and briefly mention future
perspectives.

Included are many appendices: the first, App. A lays out the Feynman rules for the terms
in the one-loop effective action in the SMEFT that contribute to the partial width, App. B lays
out the necessary Feynman rules in the SMEFT for deriving H — ££y up to %, App. C outlines
and briefly discusses results of matching onto the one-loop effective action in the SM, and
App. D contains results from the main text in the My, input parameter scheme. Appendix E
discusses the approximately vanishing contribution from the tree-loop interference in the SM
while App. F discusses the often neglect dipole operator contribution.

Also included in the ancillary files are Mathematica notebooks which derive the one-loop
contributions to the SM process, including demonstrating how the one-loop effective action
can be derived and employed in performing calculations of this sort.

2 Notation

In this article we follow the notation laid out in [31-34]. The geoSMEFT [32] methodology is
used to obtain most of the relevant vertices in the SMEFT power counting to order % Certain
operators at dimension eight have not yet been written in the geoSMEFT, here we use those
laid out in [35]. An alternative source of the dimension-eight operator basis can be found
in [36]. We only lay out the conventions relevant to this work, further details can be found in
the works cited above.

The couplings to the fermions coming from the covariant derivative are written:
&
V2
All fields appearing in the above equations are mass eigenstate fields. T*, T are the generators
of SU(2), written in the charged basis and Q,, is the charge of the fermion. The barred
quantities include corrections from the SMEFT and are defined to all orders in the SMEFT

in [32]. Barred quantities such as g, can be expanded in terms of Wilson coefficients and the
unbarred gauge couplings as:

sziﬁy“[3u+ig"3Gﬁ‘TA+i (WJT*+WH_T_)+igZ(Tg—ngw)Zu+iQ¢éA“:|1p. 2)

- 1 (s 3
3 = & (1 + 2cywv? + Ecl(ﬂavv“ + chlwv“) . 3)

The expression for g, is too cumbersome to write to dimension eight in text. In this arti-
cle v is the vacuum expectation value that minimizes the Higgs potential in the SMEFT (fre-
quently written as vy in the literature). The ancillary files contain an updated version of the
Feynrules model defined in [33] and can be used to derive the full expression. To dimension
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six g is given by:

_gites [1
Vei+terl 8

The quantity g5 is not relevant to this work and so we do not define it. The new mixing angle,
s,, takes into account new mixing effects at dimension-eight. It is equivalent to the barred
Weinberg angle at dimension six:

1
21 g2 (gchsz + g5cawv? + gngCHWBVZ)] , 4)
1782

2
2 =5 [ +
Vg2t g2 g2+ g2

4
(ZgchBVZ —2g5cyw v + g—z(gﬁ - g%)CHWsz)] . (5)
1

The dimension-eight contributions to s, and 5}, are also too cumbersome to fit neatly in print
form, but can be derived using the Feynrules package [33] or can be looked up in the extensive
Appendix of [13].

The coupling of the Higgs boson to fermions is given by:

Lyuawa = | —HIY I+ H (S HUH + ) (HTH)?) [0y, (6)

U, represents a fermionic left-handed doublet and v, a fermionic right-handed SU(2); singlet.
Neglecting goldstone bosons for simplicity we can express the doublet in terms of the Higgs
mass eigenstate h as:

0,
H = Ve iinh )
V2
1 1
CHkin = 1+ Z(CHD —4eyp)v? — 5(4%(181; + 4CS1)),2 —3[eyp — 4cun v (8)

Expanding Eq. 6 defines the tree-level masses of the fermions and their relation to the SM

masses:
2

n v v V4 (8)

In the next section we perform calculations to one-loop in the SM. As such we only include
the SM dependence. Again we neglect goldstone bosons in this discussion. The one-loop calcu-
lations below are in general R; gauge and therefore do include goldstone boson dependence.
The coupling of the Higgs boson to gauge bosons and the relevant triple gauge couplings come
from the Higgs gauge kinetic term and the gauge boson kinetic terms of the SM:

3 1 1
Lyyy = (D*H)'(D,H)— ZWA’“VW:V — ZrBWBw- (10)

Where WA*Y and B*” are the field strength tensors of the SU(2); and hypercharge gauge
fields respectively.

3 Higgs decays to two leptons and a photon in the SM

3.1 Tree level decay

In the Standard Model the Higgs boson decays to two leptons via the Yukawa coupling, relative
to the mass scale of the Higgs this is typically a very small coupling, but can be relevant for
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the u and 7. Taking the lepton mass to be zero, but keeping the Yukawa coupling nonzero,
the decay width of a Higgs boson to two leptons and a photon at tree level is given by:

=2~ 2 2, -
4e m, (32 + mH) (11
V2 si(s; +52—Tﬁ121 ’

© _ 812
h—tly 6451113(27-5)5

f dsldSZG(G[Sl,Sz, n_"lil, T’T\lg,o, ﬁ”l%] < 0)

where © denotes the unit step function, the superscript “(0)” indicates this is the tree level
result, and G = 0 defines the boundary of integration and is given by [37]:

01 1 1 1
1 1 0 v x z
Glx,y,z,u,v,w]l=——|1 v 0 u Yy (12)
2
1 x u 0 w
1 2z y w O

The kinematic invariants are defined as s; = (ky + ky)2 and s, = (ky, + k¢)2. This integral
contains an IR divergence which we regulate by requiring the photon energy be above 5 GeV
following the approach of [5]. Furthermore we apply a cut on the angle between the photon
and each of the leptons requiring cos & > 0.8. This is different from the approach in [11],
where an arbitrary beam axis is chosen in order to define a pseudo rapidity for each of the
particles. This choice was made in order maintain the Lorentz invariance of our results. This
is discussed in more detail in App. G. Adopting the input parameters given in Table 1 we find
the tree level results:

L., = 536-107°Gev (5.22-107Gev),
r,Ei)M,Y = 229-108GeV (2.23-1078GeV), (13)
r(® = 6.39-107°GeV  (6.23-1075GeV),

h—-ttt—y

where the first result denotes the use of the & input parameter scheme and the result in paren-
thesis corresponds to the iy, scheme [38,39]. Hatted quantities correspond to input param-
eters while barred quantities are the Lagrangian parameters. Therefore, for example, my; is
determined from & in the & scheme, while it corresponds to my, in the ry, scheme. These
results include the full lepton mass dependence. However, the full mass dependence makes a
very small difference in the final results. The error in the phase-space integrations is approx-
imately per mil. Phase space integrations were performed using the Vegas routine from the
Cuba library [40].

3.2 One loop decay

As a result of the smallness of the lepton masses compared with the Higgs boson mass scale
we expect the chirally suppressed tree level terms to be of the same order or smaller than the
one-loop contributions. The leading term in the interference of the tree amplitude with the
loop amplitude is proportional to mf /(1672), because of the smallness of the lepton mass we
assume:

m
1672

2
{4

0. (14)

This is further justified in App. E.

In order to perform the relevant SM loop calculations we employ the background field
method (BFM) [46], and use the conventions and Feynman rules presented in [33]. This
choice is convenient as it reduces the number of diagrams contributing to each process as well
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Table 1: Input parameter values used in this work, the last two lines are my, as
predicted in the a scheme and Aa as predicted in the my, scheme. The Z widths are
for the SM using the values given above. Table taken from [20], where further details
can be found. Note that the fermion mass is always used as the input parameter.

Input parameters Value Ref.
h, [GeV] 91.1876(21) [41]
iy [GeV] 80.387(16) [42]
hy, [GeV] 125.10(14) [41]
M, [GeV] 172.4(7) [41]
h, [MeV] 0.51099895000(15) [41]
, [MeV] 105.6583745(24) [41]
., [GeV] 1.77686(12) [43]

Gr [GeV 2] 1.1663787 -10~° [43,44]
G 1/137.035999084(21) [41]
Aa 0.0590 =+ 0.0005 [45]

m&, [GeV] 80.36 £ 0.01 -

Aa™w 0.0576 + 0.0008 -
I 2494.4+0.7 MeV -
T, 2495.7 + 1.0 MeV -

as preserving the naive Ward identities [46,47], thereby greatly simplifying many expressions.
In the BFM the bosonic fields are doubled as ¢ — ¢ + ¢, but only the quantum gauge fields
(corresponding to the unhatted fields) are gauge fixed. As fermionic fields are not a part of the
gauge fixing procedure their fields are not doubled, as such the Feynman rules involving the
fermions are the same in the BFM and in traditional gauge fixing. In what follows the hatted
fields, ¢;, correspond to background fields. One-loop contributions to the effective action are
formed of loops with external background fields and internal quantum fields. It can be shown
that the effective action in the BFM is equivalent to that in the traditional gauge fixing [48].
The effective action is the generating functional of one-particle irreducible diagrams, once
derived the background fields can be gauge fixed independent of the choice of gauge fixing
for the quantum fields and the S-matrix elements can be derived. Using unitary gauge for
the background fields has the added benefit of removing goldstone boson contributions from
one-particle reducible diagrams formed from the effective action.

In adopting the BFM we first construct the relevant contributions to the one-loop effective
action which contribute to the one-loop couplings fl}?? and hZ 7. We then form the one-particle
reducible diagrams contributing to the process i — ££. For simplicity we do not match the
one-loop diagrams involving external fermions to the effective action, this is possible as the
Feynman rules involving fermions are the same in the background field method as in standard
R gauge fixing. The relevant diagrams contributing to the effective action at one loop are
shown in Fig. 1. Figure 2 shows diagrams which do not contribute in the background field
method — both diagrams vanish identically as a result of the Ward identities [46,47]".

These diagrams can be matched onto the one-loop effective action given by:

Litop = [ (ke k)RE B8 + £ (ky, kp)R(OHE,, ) (8,7

Hyy Hyy
+ f}}z)y(kl, ko)hE 21 + f},zz)y(kl, kp)h(34F,,)0,072° (15)

3 A A A
+ g U, ko)hF,,027,

In the case of the Z§ mixing, this diagram vanishes only for on-shell photon.
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(@ b

Figure 1: Standard Model diagrams contributing to Higgs boson decays to two pho-
tons and a Z boson and photon. In (a) and (b) the solid line represents the contribu-
tion of either W-bosons, the charged goldstone bosons, charged ghosts, or fermions.
In the case of the HZy coupling loops can be composed of one goldstone boson and
two W-bosons or two goldstone bosons and one W. This is illustrated in Figure (c)
where the solid line may represent W-bosons while the dotted line represents gold-
stone bosons, or vice versa.

0 -_-_@M # P W@M ?

(a) (b)

Figure 2: Standard Model diagrams contributing to Higgs boson decays to two pho-
tons which vanish identically. These diagrams, if nonzero, would contribute to one-
particle reducible diagrams where the ¢° or Z are contracted with a H¢°Z or HZZ
vertex.

where ﬁ'w and 2#?/ are the field strength of the photon and Z-boson respectively. We note
that, as we are matching below electroweak symmetry breaking (EWSB), the appearance of
the massive gauge boson Z is not restricted by gauge symmetry. As such the operator form
corresponding to flgzy)y is split between two hZ 7 operators. The f are form factors coming
from matching the one-loop calculations in the background field method onto the effective
action. The f (kq, k,) indicates that these form factors depend on the momenta of the external
bosons, which by conservation of momentum can be chosen to be the momenta of the photons
or photon and Z-boson.

The Feynman rules for these effective operators are given in Appendix A. We note that
in both cases the operators corresponding to the form factors f® and f® give vanishing
contributions when one-particle reducible diagrams are formed and the lepton masses are
taken to be zero.

Employing the Feynman rules of [33] and using Package-X [49], we have derived the form
factors of Eq. 15. We have confirmed that the f (1) are gauge invariant and the f® vanish iden-
tically for on-shell external particles. The analytic results for the form factors are reproduced
in simplifying limits in Appendix C: The Hyy operators are reproduced for on-shell Higgs mo-
menta and in the limit of small photon off-shell momenta and arbitrary gauge parameter. This
serves two purposes: the first is to demonstrate that the gauge parameter dependence vanishes
identically in the limit the photon momenta vanishes as well as to show the leading off-shell
dependence of the form factors. It should be noted that for the calculation of the process
H — {4y the off-shell photon is allowed to have a momentum-squared up to the Higgs mass,
and the limit in the Appendix is not relevant. In the case of the coupling HZy we have set
& =1 in order to have more compact expressions. In this case we again find that the results
are gauge parameter invariant for on-shell external particles. In what follows we use the full
momentum dependence in order to allow intermediate particles to go arbitrarily off shell.
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(@) (b) (©

Figure 3: Diagrams contributing to the process H — £{y. In (a) the square vertex
represents an insertion of the one-loop effective action coupling to two photons or
a Z and photon. In (b) and (c) the Higgs boson decays to two fermions via a loop
containing two Ws or two Zs, a photon is then either radiated by an external or the
internal fermion line.

In order to form the amplitude for H — ££ we must decay the off-shell photon and Z to
two leptons. Gauge invariance also demands we add the box diagrams and one-loop decays
of the Higgs boson to two fermions where one fermion radiates a photon. These diagrams can
be found in Figure 3. We assume that lepton Yukawa couplings as well as masses are zero in
the loop diagrams, this removes the contribution of goldstone bosons in the loops as well as
the loops where the lepton couples directly to the Higgs boson.

The one-loop amplitudes can be parameterized as:

lM == (Canuv‘i‘Cszgkr‘FCéLkgkr)ﬁkzvaLVkBGZ(kl)
+(cirn™” + copky ky + copkb k) iy, v, PrVi, €,(k1), (16)

where the ¢; parameterize the loop contributions, u;, is the barred on-shell spinor for the
lepton with momentum k,, vy, is the on-shell spinor for the anti-lepton with momentum kj,
and e;’:(kl) is the on-shell polarization vector for the photon with momentum k;. The diagrams
of Fig. 3 generate all ¢c; when an intermediate photon or Z boson is involved. Diagrams (b) and
(c) for intermediate Ws only generate the left handed c;. We find that the sum of diagrams
(b) and (c) for intermediate Z bosons are gauge invariant on their own. As the Ws don’t
generate right-handed couplings this also implies the right-handed components of the sum of
the diagrams of (a), when including both the intermediate Z and photon, are gauge invariant.
The left handed components of the triangle diagrams require the addition of diagrams (b) and
(c) with intermediate W's to be gauge invariant.

After obtaining the squared amplitudes corresponding to the one-loop results we find the
following partial widths (although the one-loop process does not contain an IR divergence? we
maintain the requirement that the photon energy be greater than 5 GeV and that cos 6 < 0.8
for the angle between the photon and each lepton):

L., = 536-107GevV (506-107GeV),

r}fﬂmm = 3.54-107GeV (3.38-1077 GeV), (17)
1 _ _

L0 .., = 257-107GeV (2:50-1077GeV),

where the superscript “(1)” indicates these are one-loop results. In order to efficiently integrate
the phase space for these processes we employed the CollierLink library for Package X
[49] which links the Passarino-Veltman functions of Package X with the Collier library [50-
53]. Phase space integrations were performed using gauge parameter £ = 1 as well as § = 2
to confirm gauge invariance of the results. The differences between different flavors of leptons
is due to the reduced phase space for increasing fermion mass: in integrating the phase space

2See the discussion in [11] below Eq. 2.8.
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SM Tree SM Loop

72 —12

m T T 10

H r..-
10—14
10716
: 10718
0 s1 m2, 0 51 iy

Figure 4: Dalitz plots comparing the tree (Left) and one-loop (Right) contributions
to the process H — fiuy in the SM. The dotted line shows where s,, the invariant
mass of the di-muon system, crosses the Z-pole. Units are [GeV]™>. Cuts on the angle
between the photon and two leptons are not included in these Dalitz Plots.

we have neglected 1, in the matrix element, but the mass is still used in the integration region
as defined by G in Eq. 12.

Dalitz plots of the tree and one-loop partial widths are shown in Figure 4 for the muon
case. This is the most interesting comparison as the two contributions differ by less than an
order of magnitude. The diagrams are qualitatively the same for the cases of electrons and
taus. Qualitatively we can identify that the large s, region is favorable for isolating the tree-
level contribution, s ~ ﬁl% isolates the pole region corresponding to H — yZ(— ££), while
the low s, region favors the conversion of an off-shell photon to the two leptons. In [8], the
authors studied cuts isolating various regions of the phase space for the SM. In the next section
we study how the presence of the SMEFT impacts this decay process and seek to identify how
to isolate regions of phase space that can emphasize the SMEFT effects.

4 SMEFT contributions

We have so far discussed the tree-level and one-loop contributions to the process H — £{y
within the SM. In this context, the assumption of Eq. 14 removed the possibility of interfer-
ence between the tree and loop processes. As such the observable corresponding to the one-
loop amplitude corresponds to a two-loop observable, or symbolically comes with a 1/(1672)?
suppression. In the presence of the SMEFT, however, there are new opportunities to generate
tree-level amplitudes contributing to the process H — {{y which, when interfered with the SM
loops, will not be chirally suppressed.

Following recent interest in the dimension-eight contributions in the SMEFT we include
the relevant dimension-eight operators. The inclusion of dimension-eight terms is particu-
larly interesting as the H — £{y process can be generated by a single contact interaction — at
dimension-six there is no four-vertex which couples two leptons of the same chirality, a Higgs
boson, and a photon. The relevant diagrams are shown in Fig. 5 where a circle represents an
effective vertex.

The operators which shift the Higgs Yukawa couplings are given by the “Class 5” operators:
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(@) (b) (©

Figure 5: Diagrams contributing to the process H — £{ in the SMEFT. The solid circle
represents an insertion of an effective vertex. There is also the possibility that both
the HVV and V{{ vertex correspond to insertions of dimension-six operators giving
an overall dimension-eight contribution. Diagram (a) is generated at orders 1/A?
and 1/A%, (b) requires the insertion of two dimension-six operators and is therefore
O(1/A%), and the four-point vertex of diagram (c) occurs first at dimension eight in
the SMEFT. We do not consider diagrams with a single operator insertion at the V{£
vertex as this occurs only at one-loop.

Las = cCOHH)TegH) + & (HH)? (e H). (18)
Those which shift gauge-lepton couplings are the Class 7 operators:
Ly = OMHTD HTHD) + BN HTH)HTD L H) Iy
(6)3(HH DL H)(Io"yM1) + e (' ‘HYHTiD IH)(o"y"1)
+cOVHTID  H) gy er) + S (HTH)(HTi D yH) (@xy"er)
+e & H o H)H'i D H)(Iy,040), (19)
where we have used:
(H'D',H) = H'iD,H—(iD,H"H, (20)
#'D'H) = H'it'D,H—(iD,~'H)H. 21)
(8),1 (8)3

and cy

Hl
of their dimension-six operators by (H'H) that corresponding to cgl)’ represents a new form

of operator in Class 7 which does not exist at dimension-six. The last remaining operator
corresponding to c(s) © does not contribute (see [32] for the full operator form). As can be
seen in App. B where the Feynman Rules for the SMEFT are collected, these operators only
result in a shift in the ££/Z coupling and do not shift the coupling of leptons to the photon.
This can be understood from the operator form as well, where the covariant derivative acts on
the Higgs doublet. As the Higgs, h, is chargeless there is no coupling to the photon induced
by these operators.
Class 4 operators result in anomalous Hyy and HZy couplings, they are:

While the dimension-eight contributions proportional to ¢ represent re-scalings

Las = (6)(HTH)B‘“’B (8)(H‘H)ZB‘”B
+c ) (HHWHW' W, + o) (HTHPWHW, (22)
+c) JH G HYWH'B,,, + &) (H'H)H o H)W" B,,,
oo (H o H)H o )W W,

As in the case of the Class 7 operators there is one entirely new operator form which occurs
first at dimension-eight. These operators generate a new momentum-dependent coupling of
the Higgs boson to two vectors which is not present at tree level in the SM.

10
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Table 2: Novel operator forms occuring first at dimension-eight which contribute to
H — {Ly. The parenthesis in D, D,y indicate symmetrization in the Lorentz indices.
[ is the left handed lepton SU(2); doublet, while ey is the right handed leptonic
singlet. Operators such as (Iy”1)(H “DHH )B,,,, do not contribute as the relative sign
in the derivative removes the terms with a single Higgs. These operator forms are
not yet implemented into the geoSMEFT framework.

Class 15: Y2XH?D

Class 11: v2H?D3 Qgi’lezD (éR)/”eR)D“(HTTIH)W;V
8),1 - ) ,
Qs | LD DDDHH) Q9L | (ekr’ex)DH(H'H)B,,
er7 —'— _ N
Qaizps | {0y DILH DDy H) Q@ | @ropra W,
le 2p3 i(l}/“TIDvl)(D(“Dv)H'TIH) (8),5 TVl urryt I
(8),4 7 1 QIZWHZD (l}/ T Z)D (H H)W v
Q. i(ly*t'D"1)(H't'D(,D,)H) - s
é 2p3 u=y Q(S),9 GIJK(Z VTIZ)D“(H'TJH)WK
sz | {CRr*De)(D.DyH'H) LWz ' 2
- > 7 I T -1
finDg i(egy"D"er)(H'D(, D, H) Qpprzp | (L' DD*(H'T H)By,
Q.. (y*))DH(HH)B,,

In addition to these operators, there exist operators which shift the HyZ coupling without
affecting the Hyy?:

8),1 8),1 +
Lag=clori,(HHYDO'H T'D" W] + S (H'H)(D'H'D*H)B,, . (23)

Finally, we can generate shifts in the coupling of the leptons to the Z boson as well as
a contact four-point interaction via the operators in Tab. 2. These operators as well as the
Class 7 operators are implemented in an updated version of the Feynman Rules presented
in [33], the updated package is available in the Feynrules model database as well as in the
ancillary files to this publication. The Class 11 operators are not included in this update as the
additional derivatives of the Higgs doublet take an excessive amount of time to compute, they
are available upon request.

All SM and dimension-six contributions receive corrections from the Class 3 operators
which shift couplings related to the Higgs boson. The Class 4 operators mentioned above
also shift all SM and dimension-six couplings of the vector bosons. These shifts occur due to
finite field and mass renormalizations. These operators are:

Lys = QHEEOHEE)+ ) (H D*H) (H'D,H) (24)

(8) ) (H'H)X(D,HY)(DMH) + ¢y ,(H H)(H' 0°H)(D,H)o (DM H).
With the above, we have identified all operator forms contributing the process H — £y,
without inducing chiral flips, at tree level in the SMEFT up to and including 1/A* effects.
Below we discuss the potential of the decay H — 77y may allow distinguishing operators
which shift the SM tree coupling from the other operators effects. This discussion must be un-
derstood as having the potentially strong caveat that operators inducing chiral flips, have been
neglected. As an estimate of the importance of such effects, we have included the Yukawa-like
operators and the dimension-six dipole operators in the main text. In App F we discuss the size
of the dipole contributions. We find that the interference of the dipole operators with other
contributions is small compared with the dimension-six squared dipole contributions. We use
this result as an argument to neglect the dimension-eight operators which induce chiral flips

3These are referred to in [35] and this work as “Class 8” operators. They are not to be confused with the
four-fermion operators called Class 8 in the usual dimension-six literature, which are not relevant to this work.
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from our analysis. A more careful study of the viability of measurement in the tau decay-
channel should be performed before such contributions are explored. The dipole operators we
consider are given by:

L = gg‘g(l_auve)TIHWJv + cgg)(l_G“”e)HBW + h.c. (25)

We assume real Wilson coefficients for the dipole operators as their CP-violating parts are
strongly constrained by low energy measurements [54].

In all cases of operators involving fermions we have assumed the flavor dependence is
diagonal without invoking symmetry arguments or spurions. Since each decay channel has a
separate flavor we choose to be agnostic about the universality of such couplings.

4.1 SMEFT amplitudes and Dalitz plots

With the full set of SMEFT Feynman rules in Appendix B we can identify all amplitudes with
novel kinematics from those in the SM. We make the assumption that at amplitude level:

ﬁcl@ - 0. (26)
This assumption “allows” us to neglect to include SMEFT % contributions in the loop. Ul-
timately these contributions should be included, but are beyond the scope of this work. We
emphasize that these terms are neglected at the amplitude level as they are still allowed to
interfere with the SM loops. This neglects potential contributions from the Class 3 and 4 oper-
ators at one loop which could interfere with the tree level SMEFT amplitudes as in Figure 5(a).
Such contributions are beyond the scope of this work and are left for future studies. While
this affects our final numerical results, the contributions should be of the same magnitude as
those included and therefore are not expected to greatly affect the qualitative discussions of
Section 4.2.

The novel SMEFT kinematic forms can be categorized into the following cases:

1. gpyy: Direct couplings of the Higgs boson to two photons as defined in Eq. B.3 due to
Class 4 operators. These include the SM and shifts to the SM-like coupling of the photon
to two leptons as defined in Eq. A.7 (implicit in the definition of ). We note that gy,

mimics the one-loop coupling of fh(r?y without the full momentum dependence.

2. guzy % [(gr + 87 )Py, +(gr + g;)Pr]: Direct couplings of the Higgs boson to a Z and y as
defined in Eqgs. B.3 and B.4 due to Class 4 operators. These include the SM and shifts to
the SM-like coupling of the Z to two leptons as defined in Eqs. A.7 and A.8. As above,

&z, Mmimics the one-loop coupling of flglz)y.

3. Contact (A}, P, + By, Pg): the direct coupling H (y generated by Class 11 operators as
in Eq. B.20.

4. Contact (A;sP; + B1sPg): the direct coupling H{{y generated by Class 15 operators as
in Eq. B.20.

5. Shifted Yukawa couplings: The Yukawa couplings of the SM are shifted by the Class 5
operators.

6. Contact cpp: direct coupling of HE{y generated by the dipole operators

12
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In what follows we refer to these cases as, for example, “Case 1” and “C1” in context.
The above cases generate novel kinematic forms for the amplitudes contributing to the
decay of the Higgs boson to two leptons and a photon. Defining,

M = [k} (kg + k3)* —ky - (ky + k3)n"" ], 27)
we can write the corresponding amplitudes as follows*:
. .eQ v .
iMe = —l%l’[“v(ukzmvh)e;(kl), (28)
2
iMey = Mg+ MS,, (29)
. gHAZgz(gL +g1)v _
iME (., v yPrvie, )e* (kq),
c2 4(52 mz-l—lmZFZ) (kY vPLVK,) u( 1)
i = g SR b e k)
c2 4(sz—rﬁ§+irﬁzl“z) ky Y vERVi3 JE K1)
iMez = MG+ ME,, (30)
. iA]8Qv _
iM = k] (e k) (e, 1, P e (ka),
. iB".eQ,v _
IME = — k) (ky + ka)" (i, v Prvi, € (ki ),
iMeg = MG+ M, (31)
iMé4 = iAlSVHW(aszvPLng)GZ(kl),
i/\/llé4 = iBl5vHW(ﬂk2vaRvk3)e:;(kl).
In addition to the above there are the contributions with operators which induce chiral flips:
. em - _ 1 1
iMcs = —e(l+AHZz)uk2Y“k1vk3€;(k1)|:;—s—] . (32)
1 33
iMce = Cpplly, 0" vy ke (k). (33)
where Ay, is defined in Eq. B.2 of App B. We have also defined:
53=(ky+k¢)2=n'1?{—51—52. (34

Of these cases of amplitudes, only Cases 1, 2, 5, and 6 can generate results independent of
the SM loop. For cases 1 and 2, this is because they can be generated at dimension-six, Cases
3 and 4 are first generated at O(1/A%). For cases 5 and 6 this is because they can interfere
with the SM tree amplitude. In Tables 6-7 we present Dalitz-like plots for the squares of the
tree-level SMEFT contributions as well as the loop-tree interference between the SMEFT and
the SM loops. These Dalitz plots are the ratio of the SMEFT contribution to the sum of the SM
tree- and loop- contributions:

RO — Ml
©
l MG+ M2
2Re[ M M, ]
RGtr = — oo, (35)

M+ Mayl?
2Re[ MG M ]

R o ZelMg MG
L |M(0) +M(1)|2

“Here for convenience we take k, = kq, ky, =k,, and k; = ks.
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These plots are specifically for the case of the muon, but hold qualitatively for the other charged
lepton flavors. The normalization of the plots is arbitrary as we have pulled out the dependence
on the Wilson coefficients from the expressions (as indicated by the titles). Quantities such as
g7 and é are set to their SM values for simplicity.

The most striking feature of these plots is that in certain regions the overall sign of the ratio
R can flip. This sign flip is shown in the figures with a solid black line across the plot, the top
most region is always chosen to have to a positive value (e.g. the plot of R(Cll) has an explicit
minus sign in its title to ensure the top region is +). These sign flips occur as these interference
terms can generally have an arbitrary sign, as s, changes different SM-loop contributions are
emphasized and can result in an overall sign change. While this theoretically could be used
to define cuts in s, which emphasize the effects of these SMEFT contributions, in general one
region’s contribution is much larger than that in another. We do, however, explore this option
in the analysis below.

These plots show separately the left and right-handed components as they can behave
differently due to their interference with the left- and right-handed SM loops which differ (as
discussed above). The most stark difference can be seen in the plots for R(CIB) and R(Clz where the
contribution from left handed leptons flips signs twice while for the right handed case there is
only one sign flip.

4.2 Parameterized partial widths

Including all SMEFT corrections to the partial width of the Higgs boson decay to ££y we have
the following expression for the amplitude squared truncated at order 1/A*:

IMP = MU+ 2875 + A 1)+ [Mey + Me + Mgl

+ﬁ2Re [ MG (Mer + M + Mes + Mg+ Mes + Mcg)'| 36)
1 (1))2
* omz Msul™
where A® s the dimension-six part of Ay, defined in B.2. Truncation at order 1/A* of
the square of the sum of amplitudes is implied. Writing the amplitude squared in this way
emphasizes the enhancement of the SMEFT terms over the SM loops — we have explicitly
written 1/(1672) to demonstrate that the SMEFT contributes to the amplitude-squared at
tree- and one-loop level, where the SM has the chirally suppressed tree level contribution and
the two-loop (one-loop squared) contribution.

In [8], the authors identify regions focused on optimizing sensitivity to the SM contribu-
tions. For example, from Fig. 4 we can see that the large s, region is dominated, for muons, by
the tree-level contribution, cutting s, around the Z-pole region will isolate the resonant loop
contributions, while cutting for lower s, will isolate the non-resonant loop contributions. The
Dalitz-like plots of Figs. 6 and 7 show no obvious regions for isolating the SMEFT contributions
due to novel kinematics not present in the SM. R; and R, mimic the effects of the resonant
loops in the SM, and so can be isolated by looking in the corresponding SM kinematic re-
gions for excesses. However, the sign changes coming from the interference with the SM loops
present an interesting opportunity for combining different regions to emphasize the effects of
the SMEFT. In Table 3 we define possible choices of cuts on s, and combinations of regions in
s, to emphasize contributions in the SMEFT. The last column gives the approximate number of
decays H — uuy expected for a SM Higgs at the HL-LHC given 3/ab of integrated luminosity.
The number of decays is determines as the production cross section multiplied by the decay
width (in the SM) multiplied by the integrated luminosity, o ,,_,;, X BRgy(h — £{y)x 3/ab. In
the first four regions the number is well over 1,000. In the case of Regions 5 and 6 the number
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Figure 6: Dalitz-like plots showing the ratios defined in Eq. 35. Normalization is
arbitrary as prefactors related to the Wilson coefficients have been pulled out of the
ratios. In some cases a sign has been pulled out of the ratio as well. “£” is used when
both the left and right hand parts are equal up to the normalizations factored out in
the plot (as indicated by the title). Solid black lines show where the ratio flips signs,
the top-most region is always positive. Cuts on the angle between the photon and
two leptons are not included in these Dalitz plots.
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Figure 7: Dalitz-like plots as described in Figure 6.
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Table 3: Regions in s, chosen to emphasize various SMEFT effects. All regions should
be understood to be limited to the physical phase space region, for example 71_1[2_[ may
be outside the physical region and instead s, is integrated to the maximum value.
The combined regions 5 and 6 are understood as the sum or difference between the
integrated regions in s,. s; is always integrated from the lowest to highest physical
values. The first four regions approximately correspond to those proposed in [8]. The
column labeled “# SM” is the approximate number of SM decays H — uuy expected
at HL-LHC with 3/ab integrated luminosity. The negative sign for the number of
events in region 5 simply indicates that more decays occur in one region of the phase
space than the other and we are taking the difference.

# Region [GeV]? Purpose # SM

1 (0<sy<m%) Full phase space/general 17-10°
2 (102 <5, < 40%) SM nonresonant & R(Col’l) 2.5-10°
3 (702 <, < 100?) SM resonant & R & RY) | 11-10°
4 (1002 <s, < %) SM tree & R 6.5-10°
5 | (452 <5, <50%)— (652 <5, < 80%) | R & RU)* “—-"900
6 | (45% <55 <50?) +(65% <5, <80?) | control for RGy" & RU)* 1500

is lower which could be problematic statistically — although the presence of SMEFT corrections
could result in a higher number of events and be a strong indicator of NP
To simplify the following expressions we adopt the following convention:

¢ = 929, (37)

¢® = 94, (38)
1

A2

Vo= —. (39)
wore®

We also define the ratio of the SMEFT partial width to that of the SM in input parameter
scheme S over Region R; as defined in Table 3 as:

SMEFT |Ri

Ry _ "H-opur|

AS - SM 1. (40)
H—puy |s

The relations between the various Lagrangian parameters and the two input parameter schemes
can be derived from the Appendices of [34]. We emphasize that in determining the As we have
used the full dependence of T and not the qualitative normalization-independent quantities
used to derive the Dalitz-like plots. These cuts are very simple and purely phenomenologically
motivated. Future studies should be extended to include kinematic limitations of the experi-
ments (e.g. photon isolation requirements, thresholds for various kinematic measurements).
We have further neglected the experimental efficiency for muon detection in the total number
of events in the # SM column of Table 3, the efficiencies for electrons and taus has also been

neglected in the discussion below.
Beginning with the fully integrated region (i.e. Region 1 of Tab. 3), we find the ratio of
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the partial width in the presence of the SMEFT to the SM value is:

AR = 40,1267 — 0.038) —0.01584) —0.015857 , +0.24[E5) 1 — 0.12652 &%) +0.015[¢) 12
A A2 A N A
V_x(6) V. rx(6)72 V_«(8) V_4(6)(6) V_£(6)x(6)
—0.1317_1—HC6H +0.068ﬁl—i[C8H] —O.O64ﬁl—uCeH —0.13ﬁl—”C8HCHD+O.032ﬁl—MC8HCHD (41)
5G 5G ) (6)8G 5G
+0.000996 27F _0,000256) 22 —0.0016— & 27F +2.4.1092F
Grp Gr my Grp Gr

+10* (+7.40E5) 12 + 2,680 ¢k, + 1.3[E00, 12 — 6,460 0 5 — 318000, Expoys + 2.3[ 05 )
+101 (+3.3[65 17 - 3.665¢(5) +0.98[£5)1%)

—350. (&) + 250 ) — 100. (&5, + 5, + 2, 5) +190. (€505 + s )

—700.[&&)]" —200.[%), ] +19.[68,,] +750.68)6%),, +1.96,¢%),,

—350.E0& +170.69:©) —100.65),e® —54.69) & +190.6% & + 4588 )

~(6) ~(6) =(6) (~(6),1 | =(6),3 ~(6) ~(6) ~(6) (~(6),1 | =(6).3 ~(6) =(6)
—6.9¢,5C. — 9.Cp (CHZ + ¢y ) +6.9¢,, ¢y T+ 9-Chyy (cHl +¢yy ) —4.4¢ e,

~(6) (~(6).1 , ~(6)3
—5.7CHWB(CH1 +¢y )

+0.000021&€) 0Gr —0.000021&%), oGr | 0.000014¢% 0Gs
Gy Gg Gr
—0.079¢%}  +0.0226%)
—1.6600 ., —0.3 (0 +e02 ) +0.87e)t L —0a7 (., +e5r)
0031 (E8, +E52,) ~0.016 (485, + 8. ) - 0.094 (60 55,

The lines of this expression are organized as follows: the first through third lines are the
contribution from A;,, the fourth and fifth come from the square of the tree-level SMEFT
contributions, and the subsequent lines are the interference of the SMEFT with the SM loops.
All contributions are written only to two digits accuracy. Immediately we can see that the
contribution from the square of the SMEFT tree contributions is by far the most dominant (note
the factor of 10%, and 10! pulled out from the expression). Interestingly, the dipole operators
are dominant by several orders of magnitude and are generally neglected in the literature,
including articles discussing NLO in the SMEFT expansion. From a purely bottom-up EFT
interpretation we might argue all other terms are negligible, however making a flavor U(3)>
assumption is sufficient for removing them (see, for example, the discussion of U(3)> symmetry
in [38]). For the remainder of the text we will make this assumption, the dipole operator
dependence is maintained in the full expressions in Appendix D and further dependence on
the dipole operators which may be relevant to taus is discussed in App. F.
Further, the contributions coming from the shift in the definition of the fermi constant,

, 1 5Gp
=—+t—5,
V26 Gp

(42)

are strongly suppressed compared to other contributions. For this reason we drop them in the
remainder of the main text, they are also written in Appendix D. 6 Gy at leading order is given

by [55]: ©

C
5Gy = V28107 — 1L, (43)
V2
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Where cl(l6 ) is the four fermion operator affecting muon decay, (LL)?. It can be found to
dimension-eight using the system of equations in the appendices of [34].

In the case of the contributions from cg;? we could be concerned that these explode for the
lighter generations as & will be large, however constraints on these Wilson coefficients (See

e.g. [56]) constrain them for the muon and tau to be,

14 (6) v 12 2.5 (6) v 4.2
TmeveE = CuHm, = eV > TTVE = CrHmL S [TVl (44)

as such we will neglect them in the following discussion, they are reproduced in Appendix D.
Constraints on the Class 3 and 4 operators can also be found in the literature, however since
H — yyand H — Zy are used in inferring these constraints, they cannot be applied to this anal-
ysis. The couplings cgg) can be constrained from the Higgs decays to two leptons independent

of other channels. The coupling to the electron is not (directly) constrained by experiment,

(6)

however we will still neglect the possibility of large changes to the electron yukawa due to c;

in the following discussion.

If we make no assumptions about the size of these Wilson coefficients the discussion above
seemingly implies a unique opportunity to directly study the % contributions from the SMEFT
while the leading contributions at % are strongly loop or chirally suppressed. We see that the
contribution of the SMEFT at one loop and O(1/A?) interfering with a tree level SMEFT ampli-
tude would have a negligible effect compared to the tree-level squared SMEFT contributions
in the fourth line above. This holds throughout the discussions below.

However, perturbativity in the SMEFT requires that, generally, higher order terms in 1/A?
should have smaller contributions to observables than the leading order terms. Here we un-
derstand the reason for the larger impact of the tree-level terms of the fourth and fifth lines
is the loop suppression of the subsequent lines and the chiral suppression of the first lines.
However, we can consider some scenarios in which the perturbativity of the expansion is more
manifest:

1. NP Scale Assumption: Restoring the NP scale and the vey, i.e. El.(4+") — %ci(%n), we can

assume that the c; are order 1 and infer a scale at which the terms of the sixth line of
Eq. 41 (i.e. linear in Class 4 operators) become larger than those of the fourth (quadratic
in Class 4 operators, we neglect the dipole operators). Generally the contributions from
the sixth line exceed those of the fourth before any other line under this assumption.

2. Loop Assumption: For weakly interacting new physics the Wilson coefficients cg, Cz(flav:
and 61(163\/3 are generally expected to be generated at one loop in the UV [57]°. These
arguments do not hold for the Class 3 and contact operators, so we can use this assump-
tion to infer if, for weakly interacting NB the terms on the fourth line of Eq. 41 remain
dominant. In this assumption all the c; are taken to be order 1 except for the class 4

operators which are taken to be order 1/(1672).

3. Combined Assumption: We can combine the above two assumptions to infer a scale at
which the Class 3 or contact operators become dominant. Generally with modest NP
scales the Class 3 operators will dominate. Changing from muon final states to elec-
trons can drive down the Class 3 operator contribution resulting in the dominance of
the contact operators. The combined assumption leaves a significant amount of free-
dom to manipulate the outcome that it is arguably too model dependent for discussion.
While we generally do not discuss it below, we do occasionally invoke flavor as a way to
discriminate the contributions of different operator classes.

>It should be noted, however, that the logic typically used to categorize these Class 4 operators as loop generated
[58] does not necessarily apply at dimension-eight [34].
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The above assumptions are very much model dependent. However, as noted above, if we make
no assumptions the squares and interference of the tree level amplitudes of Egs. 28 and 29
(Cases 1 and 2) dominate regardless of regions considered from Table 3.

For Region 1, under the NP scale assumption, for a NP scale of A ~ 1 TeV] the squares
of the tree level C1 and C2 amplitudes are still dominant. This holds for A up to around
3.5 TeV. Under the Loop Assumption the [Cl(r_?f);]z term of the fourth line become roughly order

6-10%/(16m%)? ~ 2 while those linear in 01(161; are roughly 270/(167%) ~ 1.7 so these terms are
of roughly the same order. Class 4 operators still dominate the decay width. Considering the
case of taus would, however, push the contributions from the first line beyond loop suppressed
Class 4 operators. Considering both loop suppression and assuming a scale of NP the Class 4
operators cease to be dominant below an assumed scale of 1 TeV.

Region 2 is chosen to enhance the non-resonant SM loop contributions as well as the Case 1
amplitude’s interference with the SM loop. We find the dominance of the tree-level SMEFT
contributions is enhanced by at most a factor of 3. The contact operators have a larger impact
as well as their contributions are concentrated in the low s, area of phase space. The full
expression can be found in Appendix D, instead of giving the full expression for Aﬁ" from
this point in the text we will give the expressions under the UV assumptions presented above,
keeping only the leading and subleading contributions for clarity.

If we again assume a scale associated with new physics as described above, we find that
Class 4 operator contributions at order = begin to dominate over these tree-level SMEFT
contributions again at a scale of around A ~ 3.5 TeV:

~(6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6
AR = 43506912+ 21899 +0.32[e), 17 —3.868)0), . —1.1E9, &9, + 1.1[e), 12
—3.78©9) — 1168 +2.069 .. (45)

If we retained the dipole operators, the scale at which the dimension-six operators would
begin to be larger than the squares of the dipole contribution is over 100 TeV. Taking the loop
assumption the contributions from the contact operators of Classes 11 and 15 are of greater
importance than in the previous region, Class 4 operators are still dominant:

R, _ ~(6) 72 ~(6) ~(6) ~(6) 72 ~(6) ~(6) ~(6) ~(6) =(6) 12
A2 =+5.8[¢5]° +3.4¢,;8,y, +0.52[E, 17 —6.3¢,;¢ —1.9¢ +1.7[¢;5 5]

HW HB"HWB HWCHWB HWB
~(6) | ~(8) =(6) | =(8) , x(8) ~(6) =(8)
—4.7 (CHB + cHB) —1.4 (cHW + oy + CHW’Z) +2.6 (CHWB + cHWB)
—3.28500 (46)

The enhancement from considering final state taus changes this such that class 3 operators
are dominant.

Region 3 is chosen to enhance the resonant SM contributions as well as Case 2. However,
we find this region seemingly counterintuitively, results in a drop in the tree-level SMEFT
contributions of Cases 1 and 2. This is because in Regions 1 and 2 the phase space integral
corresponding to the square of Case 1 (and the interference of C1 and C2) are two orders of
magnitude larger than the contribution of Case 2. Region 3 successfully cuts out the dominant
low energy part of the phase space integral dropping the contribution of the squares of the
tree-level yukawa-like SMEFT contributions by an order of magnitude. As the interference of
C1 and C2 has the opposite sign of the square of C1 some cancellation results in only a single
order of magnitude drop.

For R, assuming a scale of new physics, the % contributions begin to dominate over the

tree level % class 4 operator contributions for a scale of A ~ 8 TeV:

AR =+0.014[E5) 12 — 00245559, +0.012[E%) 12 +0.014&5)e®) . —0.01668%),E5)

+0.0053[2') 12 —0.016&%) +0.0085&5) —0.0035E5) .. (47)
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If we again consider the possibility the Class 4 operators are loop generated then we find the
contact operators become competitive with the class 4 operators:

AR = 406201 — 1.1850E  +0.55[Ei 0 1 + 0.64¢)e s — 0.728 1wy Crpay + 0.24[ 0,5 1P

—1.28500, —0.23(e0 L +e2 ) +0.64c0) L +0.59 (650 + e,

e2BH?D e2H2D3 L2BH?D L2BH2D
+0.11 (500, +e52 ) +0.057 (6502, + 25 ) —0.32(e50 ., +e50) (48)
: 12H2D3 12H2D3 : 12H2D3 [2H2D3 : [2WH?2D 12H2D3 )

Region 4 is chosen to enhance the SM tree contributions and the corresponding shifts
from Ay;,. In this region we fould that the SMEFT C1 and C2 tree contributions are strongly
suppressed, but still largely dominant. Making assumptions about the scale of new physics as
above, the linear terms in Class 4 operators begin to dominate for A ~ 2.5 TeV:

AR = 10.2[E5) 1 — 0.2485) 850, +0.16[E 0, 12 + 0.118 )&y — 0.228(50, &y + 0.087[E 50y 5 12
+0.26%) —0.26¢%) +0.1825), ;. (49)

Further, should the Class 4 operators be loop suppressed this is the first region in which the
Class 3 operators of Eq. 24 become dominant for the muon:

AR = 41,881 —0.448() —0.2285) —0.2265) , +3.6[c1 12— 1.85 e +0.22[E5) 1> (50)

+0.22850, —0.12600  —0.42(e%y), +e90. ) +0.23(e0 L +e5 )

e2BH2D e2WH?2D L2BH2D ' “L2BH2D 12wH2D " “12H2D3
~(8),1 (~(8),1 ~(8),5 ) (~(8),1 ~(8),5 )
+0.996e23H2D 1.8 Craprep T Craprep ) T 1.0 Cowzp T Capaps ) -

While a subset of the contact operators are competitive with the class 3 operators. The en-
hancement of the Class 3 operators will be improved by a factor of mi/ mi for the tau, and
heavily suppressed for the electron in which case the contact operators become dominant.

Region 5 is chosen such that the phase space integral for the first subregion, 452 < s, < 502,
approximately cancels that of the second region, 652 < s, < 802, for the tree level SMEFT

contributions from Case 1. This has the effect of reducing the contributions from the Class 4
operators while enhancing the contribution from the left-handed contact operators (see Fig. 7).

Unfortunately the region only suppresses the tree-level Class 4 operator contributions by

a factor of about 10. This is because for Cases 1, 2, and their interference, the regions cannot
be chosen to simultaneously cancel all contributions. A very careful analysis could outper-
form the regions chosen here, but are beyond the scope of this article as they should also take
into account detector effects, such as the detector’s ability resolve different flavors of charged
leptons in these particular regions of phase space. While this region was defined with the in-
tention of emphasizing the left-handed contact operators we also find enhanced contributions
from the right-handed contact operators. This is simply because the dominant area of phase
space for these operators is the low s, region.

The terms linear in Class 4 operators begin to dominate under an assumption of a new
physics scale of about 3.0 TeV:

AR =0.42[E8) 12 —1.328)¢% +0.48[6%) 12 +0.93¢)e) . —0.53¢%), &% L +0.12[&), 12

+1.769) —1.2e8) +0.67E5), . (51)

Under the assumption Class 4 operators are loop suppressed, the contact operators are dom-
inant for final state electrons and muons:

AR =0.37[E1) 12 — 1.185)e 0, + 04350, 1 + 0.8285) 0,5 — 0.47E 1wy Coony + 0.1[E ey 1* (52)

Caw CuBCHWB CawCHwB HWB
~(8),1 ~(8),1 ~(8),2 ~(8),1 ~(8),1 ~(8),5
_15'Ce23H2D —3. (Ce2H2D3 + Ce2H2D3) + 8'1Ce2WH2D +10. (CLZBHZD + CLZBHZD)
~(8),1 ~(8),2 ~(8),3 ~(8),4 ~(8),1 ~(8),5
+1.9 (C12H2D3 + clezm) +0.97 (clezD3 + clezDs) —5.5 (C12WH2D + clezDg)
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Table 4: Summary of the dominant operator contributions under the assumption the
Class 4 operators are generated at one loop. D; indicates this operator class domi-
nates for flavor i, D indicates for all flavors. C; indicates that there is no dominant
contribution and that the marked classes are of comparable sizes.

| Cl4 operators | Class 3 operators | Class 11 & 15 operators | A
R1 D - - 3.5 TeV
R2 D,. - - 3.5 TeV
R3 Cue Cu> D Cue 8 TeV
R4 - D.,C, CusDe 2.5 TeV
R5 - - D, . 3.0 TeV

Comparing the Region 5 result with Region 6, which is just the sum of the two regions
used for Region 5, we find that the tree-level contributions from Class 4 operators are as much
as a factor of 6 times larger than in the previously considered region. The calculation of the
difference between regions in Rg could mean the difference between resolving the impact of
contact operators or only seeing the Class 4 operator contributions.

We have found that, invoking U(3)> symmetry, the Class 4 operator contributions are dom-
inant in all defined regions unless we make certain assumptions. Assuming a scale associated
with the NP allows us to infer a scale at which the % contributions dominate over the contri-
butions from the squares of Class 4 operators, the lowest scale for which this occurs is 2.5 TeV.
This indicates (under the NP scale assumption) that the H — ¢{y decay channel presents an
excellent opportunity to directly study the (1/A2)? terms in the SMEFT. Table 4 summarizes
which Class of operator is dominant for a given region under the loop assumption for Class 4
operators. By considering the electron and muon flavors, these different regions present the
opportunity to separately study the effects of operator Classes 3, 4, and the contact operators
(Classes 11 and 15). Adding in the tau allows for clearer distinguishing in Region 3, but may
be less promising when the instability of, and ability to resolve, taus is taken into account. In
this way, Table 4 shows that this decay channel of the Higgs boson supplemented by various
cuts provides an excellent opportunity to study the interplay between different operator classes
as well as different orders in the SMEFT power counting. It is important to note that these
statements all rely heavily on assumptions about the UV physics, and while these assumptions
may be motivated, they may be misleading. By taking a more general approach, improving
the quality of our predictions, and continuing to perform high quality global fits we will allow
the physics to speak for itself and lead us to the correct conclusions.

5 Conclusions

After laying out our conventions we derived both the SM tree and loop contributions to
H — {fy. We then derived the tree level results in the SMEFT up to and including terms
of order 1/A*. Interfering the SMEFT results with the SM we created Dalitz-like plots demon-
strating the behavior of these SMEFT contributions over the full phase space. By considering
different regions of this phase space we were able to deduce regions in which various SMEFT
contributions would be emphasized. The interference of SMEFT amplitudes with the SM were
found to sometimes switch signs due to the different terms in the SM loops, which presented
an interesting opportunity to sum regions of phase space in such a manner that the dominant
contributions from the tree-level SMEFT amplitudes squared would be suppressed. In all cases,
however, we found that these dominant terms prevailed.
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If we make the assumption that the UV physics which generates the SMEFT in the IR is
weakly interacting it is generally believed that the Class 4 operators (at dimension-six) will
be suppressed by a factor of ﬁ. In this case we have identified that the process H — £y,
when different flavors of lepton are considered, can discriminate Class 4 operators from Class
3, and the contact operators of Classes 11 and 15. Given a measured deviation from the SM
in this channel, this provides an opportunity to attempt to infer whether or not the UV physics
is strongly or weakly interacting (i.e. the strength of the Class 4 operator contributions®) as
well as to phenomenologically study the size of the % terms.

The nature of the three body phase space makes three body decays an excellent opportunity
for studying the novel kinematics of the SMEFT. The only other three body decays of the Higgs
involve quarks, as such they present a challenge to precision measurements’. Another key
aspect of this study was that the interplay between the tree and one-loop processes in the SM
which cannot interfere. This combined with the fact the tree level contributions vary over
many orders of magnitude depending on the flavor of the final state leptons gives a very broad
phenomenology presenting many different ways to study the contributions from the SMEFT.

In performing this analysis we neglected the dimension-six one-loop terms and potential
issues with detector resolution of the leptons and photon. As a result our quantitative results
of Appendix D have room for improvement before and during the run of the HL-LHC. Our
qualitative results are expected to approximately hold and therefore the conclusions of the
ability of this channel to distinguish between different UV physics as well as to provide an
opportunity to look for interesting flavor phenomenology remain.
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A Feynman rules for the effective action

The Lagrangian corresponding to the effective action is given by Eq. 15, it is reproduced here:

Loy = i (ki ko)hB B + £ (ky, k)R(2VF,,,)(8,77)

Hyy
Y (ko )hE 207 4+ 2 (s, k)R(0E,,)8,87 27
+f]§:?y(k1:k2)flﬁuv|]2v; (A.D

The rules follow FeynRules formatting, e.g. a field “¢” with subscript “1” has corresponding
four-momenta k; and if relevant Lorentz index u;. The rule corresponding to the form factor

1) .
fP(IY)Y is:

h
A | = 4 Gy ko) [k =y -y b2 (A.2)
A2

b1t is important to note that if the Class 4 operators have small Wilson coefficients this does not necessarily
preclude new physics which is strongly interacting, but is consistent with weakly interacting new physics.
7We neglect the narrow width approximation of, e.g. H —» WW and H — ZZ in this statement [30].
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The rule corresponding to the form factor f, @) .

Hyy ™
h
Ay | = 20f Uer ko) [Jey - ko K G2 — K ey kg2 — G KRG + K KRS mvb2] . (A.3)
Ay

For the operators corresponding to the hZ ¥ operators we have:

N> >> =

V| o= 20f O, k) (KPR — Ky - Ry mte] (A4)
2

The Lorentz forms corresponding to flgzy)y are split between fp(zzz)y and flggz)y:

A | = i O k) [y - kg IS — KRG TRG? ] (A.5)
Z

A | = iU k) IR — I RS e ] (A.6)

The following tree level Feynman rules are need to generate the process H — {{y from the
effective action:

]

Z = —l.éQ[)/ul , (A7)
Ay

t g g

¢ = i?Z}f“l [(1+2Qs2)P, +2QsiPp ] = ifyﬂl (g.P. +grPr). (A.8)
Al

B Feynman rules in the SMEFT

This appendix follows the conventions set out in App. A. Note that there is implicit dependence
on the Wilson coefficients of the SMEFT in Egs. A.7 and A.8 (i.e. in € and g,) which needs

to be considered in addition to the rules outlined below. Shifts in the coupling of the Higgs
boson to two fermions are given by:

H .
- m
t | = i+, (B.1)
v
‘
o oale 1o Ve, e L 3 e L6
Aggy =V CHD__CHD__(CHD+CHD,2)+ (cyp —4cyg)
4 8 32
3v © v ®
— | C + —cC . B2
21/57?1[ ( eH 2 eH ( )

We note in the above, and what follows v is not rewritten in terms of the input parameter G
and so the shift defined in Eq. 42 is implicit in these expressions. The direct coupling of the
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Higgs boson to Zy and yy is given by:

Aq = igHAAV(k’ka‘{l —kyq - kontit2),

igHazV
Al = —%(k/{”z;(gl_kl‘kznuluz).

Where we have defined:

6 6
8Haz = [S(C( ) ( ) )CWSW + 4CHWB(CW _SW)] (1 + AHszz)

8 8 8
v [S(CI(LU; - Cﬁn?v gzgvz)CWSW + 4CHWB(CW _Sw):l

@1 = (8).1
6(2C3H4D2CW CWH4D2‘SW) 2
+ ve,
8CwSw

6 6 6) 1 (6
Agaz = 2()+2c() CI(J|%| 4CI(-IL))’

6 6
8am = 4 [Céugcav + Cﬁn?vsgv _SWCWCI(JJVB]

6 6 6 6 6
+v2 Cw [CL];(SC( ) +4c( ) ¢! ))+ 2( I({&,B)z]
6 6 6 6 6
+y? sW [CI(_HBV(SC( ) +4c( A ))+2( I(LHBVB)Z]
—vzcwswcggm [8c(6) + 4c(6) cﬁz)) + 8c(6) ]

8 8 8
+4v2 [cl(ﬂgcﬁv + (c( ) gﬂavz)sw —swcwcéng]

(B.3)

(B.4)

(B.5)

(B.6)

(B.7)

In addition to the implicit SMEFT shifts in Eq. A.8, the Z coupling to leptons is shifted by the

Class 7 operators:

¢ 3
.8z
C] = i (gL +grPr)
Z;
V4
g = v ((6)1+c(6)3)(1+Azu)+—( (8)1+c(8)2+c(8)3),
g = “(1+Am)+—c§?3,
2
.
Az = 2[ZCW820H3V+25wg1CHB+(gzsw+g1CW)CHWB]

The Z coupling is also shifted by the Class 11 operators:

l _
.82
{1 = IEVZ [A11(K; - koy*2 + K2 k2)Py + By (ky - oyt + kﬁfzkz)PR] ,
Zs
8),1 8),2 8),3 8),4
A = 261(21212D3 - 2‘:1(2[){21)3 + C1(211[2D3 - C1(21312D3 >
8),1 8),2
B;; = 26521{12[)3 —2c (21)-12D3

(B.8)

(B.9)

(B.10)

(B.11)

(B.12)

(B.13)
(B.14)

However, these terms make no contribution to our a calculations as they occur at dimension-

eight and no tree level coupling HAZ exists in the SM.
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For dipole operators we have the following rules:

{

? .

i | = o, ®15)

H,

(

AE = —ch vot1ipl, (B.16)

Aq

‘

Aﬁ = —ic]gpzva“”’pf, (B.17)

Zy
CwCeB,t —SwCew,e

Cpp =Cpp = . 5 =, (B.18)

SwCep,e T CwCew,e

Chpy = - 5 = (B.19)

Finally, at dimension eight both Class 11 and Class 15 operators can generate the four-point
contact interaction:

]

e = 'Qlév 1551 / / (B 20)
Al - L P k2 kz(A]]_PL +B11PR) .
Hy —iv[Ays(ky - kyy?t — kb §y)Py + Bys(ky - koy*t — Ky Ky )P ]

8),1 8),2 8),3 8),4

A/11 = 2 1(2212,33 +2c 1(211(21)3 + CZ(ZP)12D3 + Cl(zl){zDg > (B.21)
8),1 8),2

B;l = 2 (EZLZDS + ZCEZLZDS > (B.22)

8),1 8),5 8),1 8),5
A15 = CW(Cl(zl);Hzp +Cl(21)3H2D)_SW(Cl(23VH2D +Cl(23VH2D)’ (B23)
= = 8),1
BlS = CWC(2])3H2D SWC(EZI)/VHZD (B24)

C Matching to the effective action

Here we reproduce the matching expressions in the small off-shell momenta limit. Discussions
in the main text generally use the full result where momenta are allowed to be arbitrarily off
shell as appropriate to the process. The Higgs boson is taken on shell, and the momenta of
photons, kl.2 are taken to be small. We separate the bosonic (i.e. W*, ¢, inclusive of ghosts
u*) contribution from the top contribution. Further, we expand in an appropriate small ratio
of masses for comparison with [38,39,59] and to demonstrate the agreement between our
and their expressions.

We leave the gauge parameter arbitrary, and note that the term of order (kl.z)o terms are
gauge invariant, as they must be, as they correspond to physical processes. Certain short
hands are used for more complicated functions, such as the scalar Passarino-Veltman function
Cg , these can be found after the full set of expressions. For the bosonic (including ghosts)
contribution we find:

fi(j) _ fo)’ .1
52 -4
1) oemy by, )
wa —16n2mH [mH(mH+6mW)
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my(y/ m% — 4ms, — th))z]

—2
2mW

—3m, (m% —2m3,)log (1 +

52.= 4
e“m
_6471:25:‘/6 - (k2 +k2) [2(@4{ + 6,y )Disc[ M2, My, My ]
H

(/) Mm% — 4ms, — mH))z
2m3,
iy (/M2 — 4m2, — mH)]Z)

-2
2mW

+(my, — 6m2mz, + 24m;,)log (1 +

—m? (48mgv —&(m2, —2m, &) log [1 +

2 ([ + 2, (€ — DICS[0,0, 172, /By, iy, 17y ) (C.2)

+(m% [£ — 11— m3)ECS[0,0,m2, v/ Emy, vV Emy, mw]} +0(kH

2 11 58 .
e_(_Z__a__9a2__a3_---)+(’)(k.2), a=—L . (C3)
8nm2v\ 4 30 105 525 l 4m3,

In the case of the operator corresponding to f}(lzy)y the gauge dependence does not vanish for
the leading term, this is because this term only contributes for off-shell photons. This can be
understood from Eq. A.3 where the first three terms are proportional to le * which vanishes
when contracted with the on-shell polarization vector, while the n*1"*2 term is preceded by kl.2
which vanishes for on-shell photons.

(2) e =2 =2 =2 =2 (=2 2
ity = Ty [OMAOT + 61 + i (2 —9)E 1)

—zmi,[g(a—S)—ct])log[ﬂ

iy (y/ M2 — 4mz, — i)
2m3,

=6
m
+ (251;4{ — 3k —20mZ4ms, —48m‘v‘v) log (1 +
My
1 _4 - -2 - T S

+ﬁl—%v [mg(i -1+ Zm?j[miv(i — 9)—96m12{m3V]Dlsc[m121, My, My |

i
+—2L (&= 1) (7% — 2m E)Disc[m?, v/ Eriy, v/ Eriny ]

My

—2(m? + (& — 1)in2, Disclii, iy, v Eifuy])

+ig [2m, (& — 1)% + m2 (8 + 1)2] C5[0,0m, iy, v Emy, iy ]
4m?
+—2 [mS +2mS, (5 —1)° —mim?, (£ +1)

my,
+mimd (1+(2—38)8)] 510,02, vV Emy, My, my ]
=4
—%(mi +m2, (€ —1)?)(m2 —2m32,£)CS[0,0,m2, v/ Emy, iy, v Emy ]
w

+4m2 [m?, + 2m, (& — 1)][m5, (5 —1)°
—i2, (€ + 1)ICS[0,0, 2, v/ Eiy, v/ Eifuy, Ty 1]+ O(K2). (C.4)
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While for the top quark contributions we have:

2
2-2 =2 =2 =4 =2 =2
W Q:e°N, 5 5 o 4 2my —my; + 4/ my; — 4mym;
Sl = Gnamty 4mth‘(mHmt‘4mf“°g( 2
H
k? + k2
— =2 ((m}, —16mZ&m? — 4mZm?Disc[m%, m,, m,]
H
2
22 — 8m2)1 ng — iy + /1 — A
+m?(m? —8m?)lo
t H t 8 2’7-1%
+O(k}) (C.5)
Q&N [1 7 ) _my
32y [§+9—0a+~-~]+(’)(ki), a:?, (C.6)
t
252
(2) Que"Ne =2 =2 =2 =2 -2 -
= ——————|20m;m? 4+ 8m*ms Disclmz,,m,, m
wat 2n2ﬁ1?1v[ H' "'t t"'H [ H> 't f]
2
2m? —m?2 + 4/ m}, — 4m2m?
+m§(rh§,+4m?)log( T C.7)
t
k2 + k?
1311‘12 2 (md +204m% m? + 84m?m? Disc[m%, m,, i, ]
H

=2 22 [34 _ 472 72
2mg —my; + 4/ m, —4mym;
2m}

t

+12(m?m?, +3m})log

The form factors for the hZ 7 couplings are again expanded in terms of small off-shell momenta,
in this case we take the gauge parameter £ — 1 and expand in small off-shell momenta. For
the Z we take k% — rh% + u?, where u? represents the small perturbation from an on-shell Z:

282ty
Ny =— (C.8)
YT 16em2(mE — m22(RE —m2,)v
1 — _ — — — — — _
iy =N | Oy — m) [205, (R, + 6m5,) — (mf; + 2w, )3 ]
+m2 [ 2m2, (m% + 6m2,) — (% + 2m2,)m2 | Disc[mZ, my, iy ]
+m2 [ (m% + 2m2, )m2 — 2m2, (M2 + 6m2,) | Disc[mZ, iy, My ] (C.9)

+m2, [12m}, + 6m2,m2 —2m} + mZ (m2 — 6m32,) |

X (log[l + Ty i jﬁl%V_mH)] + log[l S m%;mév_mZ)D
w w

2m
+O(kZ, u?)

&2ty 31y 22(1 1 8(7 4
= — 2 ||11-"F |+=| === |a+=| =—— | b+ 0O(da?, b?
3. 16m2 2 )T 3\5 2 ) 352 (a%,5%)

w w w
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=2 =2
m m
+O(K2,u?), a=—2, bp=—%. (C.10)
! 4m2 4m2
w w

In the above, the overall normalization was chosen to match that of [39].

é2
N, = (C.11)

16m2(ihy — iz 3y + My )3/ m2, (Mm% —m2, v

2 - - - - - - - -
I-(IZ))/ . N, 12(m12q — m%)[Zm%v(mlzq + 6m12,V) — m%(mf{ + 2m‘z,v)]
—4(2m3, + m2)[ma (m2, + 2m2,) — 2m3, (M3 + 6m3, ) IDisc[ M2, My, My ]
+4(m2 + 2m2)[m2(m% + 2m2,) — 2m2, (M2, + 6m2,) IDisc[m2, My, My ]
—[6mZ, m} + m} (2m2, + m%) + m2 (m}, — 20y, — 4m2,m2) — 48mS,
) 2m2, + my(y/ m% —4m2, —my)
—4n'1fjvrﬁz:| x log
2m2, + my(y/ m2 —4m2, —my)
iy (y/ Mm% — 4m2, — my)
log [1+ il " - W il
2my,
mz (/Mm% —4m2, —my)
+log |1+ " +O(K2, 4, (C.12)
2my,
N = e*[2mz, (m3, + 6my,) — (M2 + 2m3, )m2 ] C.13)
3 — 5 .
16m2myy, (Mm% —m%)34/m2 —m2,v
3 _ _ _ - . _ _ _
I-(IZ)Y . N; 12(m121 — m%) + 4(2m12_1 + m%)Dlsc[mlz_I, My, My ]

—4(mZ, + m2)Disc[mZ, my, My 1 + (M3 + 42, + m2)x

X(log l“ ﬁ”LH(1/rﬁIZ_I—4ﬁ112M—rﬁH)] _log [1+ mZ(,/m§—4m§,—m2)D

-2 -2
2my, 2my,

+(9(ki2,u2).
(C.14)

For the top quark contribution we have:

_egz(g] + gp)mIN.Q, . , P ,
N4 - 327’[2\/("_’1[2_[—77_’1%)2 ) 81 _(1_2Qusz)) gR__ZQusza (C]-S)

= N,[4(m% —m2)+ 4m2 (Disc[mZ, i, m,]— Disc[mZ, i, m,])

(1)
fHZY ¢
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2
2072 — 2 + /i, — A
_9 _9 _9 t 7 Z Z 't
+(mH _4mt - mZ log 2ﬁl%
_ 2
2m? —m? + y/m}, — 4m? m?
—log | —— 2+ AH +O(K?, u?)
2m;
2 N.Q,(3-82)r1 7 11
_ & NGB8, —+—a+—b+(9(a2,b2)]+0(k~2’“2)’ (C.16)
4m2  125,¢yv L3 90 90 l
) =2
m m
PR 4 (C.17)
4mt 4mt

Below are the special functions used in the above expressions. Not all Cg functions are
listed as the expressions become complicated and depend on the relation between b and ¢
which is generally a function of the gauge parameter £. The unlisted Cg functions can be

obtained from Package-X [49].

VA[a2,b2,c2 b% +c?2—a®+ y/Ala? + b2 + 2
Disc[a?,b,c] = Mlog i 2 La i , (C.18)
a C
Ala%,b2,c%] = a*+b*+c* —2a2b% —2a2c® —2b%c2, (C.19)
242 2 b2
C510,0,a% b,c,c] = log|1— a +2Li, [ 1— = [c.20)
a?+b2—c2++/Ala?,b?,c?] c2
2 2
—2Li2( a )
a?+ b2 —c? + 4/ Ala?,b?,c?]
2 2
+2L12( a )
a?—b2+c?+ +/A[a?,b?,c?]
= (5[0,0,a*c,c,b], (C.21)

D Full Parameterized partial widths

D.1 Full a-scheme results
R, _ ~(6) ~(6)
AR = +0.12¢;7 —0.038;;,

14 v

2
~(6) =(6)72
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D.2 M, scheme results

The parameterized partial widths in the My, input parameter scheme for each region defined in
the main text are given below. When solving for 5}, in terms of the input parameters we obtain

terms proportional to 4/ [C1(1612VB]2 = |c§163VB . This is not mentioned explicitly in the Appendix
of [13] where equations useful for solving barred quantities for input parameters are found.
The authors of [13] have found a work around, but this was not apparent to the authors of this
article. Note that in the M, scheme Case 5 has corrections from the Class 4 operators which
shift the definition of the a, in the & scheme this is not the case as a is an input parameter.

Al =0.126() —0.031¢7) —0.0158;) —0.015¢]) , +0.25[&() 1> —0.33&7 (1) +0.066[() 1 (D.7)

A AD A A A
V 6 V@12 v ® V_#(6)x(6) V_#(6):(6)
—0.13—¢,;; +0.07—;[¢,;/ I —0.066—¢,;; —0.13——C,;/ ;5 +0.25—2C, 11 ¢y
m, ma - m, © m, m,
0G 0G v 6G oG
+0.0016% 2ZF _0,000256® 2ZE —0,0016 —&© 2 E 425107 F
G m G
F F w F F

A

~(6) 1 x(6 ~(6) 1x(6 V. (6),x(6
—0.2289 19 | +0.05468)6€) |+ 0.23m—c§,}|c§13v3
u

FOING ~(6) | =(6 V' (6)(6
—O.68c§lélc§13‘,3| + O.17c1(ﬂ)) cﬁIJVBI +0'72n'1_C£H) Cén?vs
u

+10* (+7.7065) 12 + 2,580, + 1.3[E000, 12 — 6,560ty — 3. 168y Exprs + 2.3[e12)
+10" (+3.4[c§1? - 3.76e5) + 0.99[e(5) 1?)

~350. (&%) + &) —07. (&, +&%, +&%), ) +180. (¢85, +¢5),)

2 2 2
—690. [5;6;] —190. [egfv)v] —370. [ESQVB] +650.89:8 44508 &©)

—350.89)® +170.696) —97.6€) &© 1 280.6% &%) +180.6%), .6 —310.&5), &)

CuBCHD CawCHO Caw D HWBCHO HWBCHD
~(6) ~(6) ~(6) (~(6),1 | =(6),3 ~(6) ~(6) ~(6) (~(6),1 , ~(6),3 ~(6) ~(6)
—6.8C5C,, —9-Cp (cHl + &y ) +6.8¢,;y, ¢y, + 9.Cyy (cHl + ¢y ) —4.5CyweCa.
«(6) (x(6)1 | «(6),3
—6.Chwp (CHZ + Gy )
oG oG oG
+0.0000289) —F +5.7-107%), < —0.000011¢%%), , =
Gy Gy Gp
—0.095¢1 4 0.026¢0",
~(8),1 (8,1 ~(8),2 ~(8),1 ~(8),1 ~(8),5
—1.6600.,—0.3 (80, +e02 ) +o.86eyt , —0.13 (e +e%0 )

~(8),1 ~(8),2 ~(8),3 ~(8),4 ~(8),1 ~(8),5
—0.022(e5)} , +e92 ) —0.011 (507, + 25t ) +0.067 (ES0 L +e823 )

Az =0.06¢() —0.015¢(;) —0.0075¢;) —0.00758, , +0.12[E) 1 — 0.16E 227 +0.033[¢{5 1> (D.8)

A A2 A A A
V_~(6) Vo r2(6)72 V(8 V. +(6)x(6) V. £(6)x(6)
—0.063—¢.’ +0.034—1[¢/]* —0.032—¢,;) —0.063—¢ /¢, ” + 0.12—¢)¢
——Cert = H ——Cert ——Ceri Cnn ——Cer CHp
m, ¢ mﬁ € m, © m, ° m, °

5G 5G b _60G 5G
+0.00049¢2) % —0.00012¢%) 2ZE —0,00077—¢& @ 2F 412,102 7F

7 F my, F G

+(6) | (6 ~(6) | (6 Y (6)x(6
—0.11c1({é|c1(ﬂ;,3| + 0.027c1(ﬂ% Cl(ﬂav3| + 0.12m—c£}2|c1({3\,3
u

+10° (+1.6[E55 12 + 08965y, +0.13[6 5, I — L7836y — 0.48E 1y Expuys + 0.44[E 50, 1%)

34


https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.13.5.112

Scil SciPost Phys. 13, 112 (2022)

+1012 (+1.[685) 12 — 1.1 +0.20[¢5) 12)

~(6) | ~(8) =(6) | =(8) , ~(8) ~(6) =(8)
—770. (53 + €55 ) —220. (&0, + 250, + 25 ) +410. (&5 + Es )
2 2 2
—1500.[ &) | —440.[ &), | —860. [ | + 1500835 5 + 100085,
—770.89©) 1 410696 —220.69) & 1 650.6),6©) +410.65), ,&© —720.68) &©)

~(6) x(6) ~(6) ((6),1 | ~(6),3 ~(6) ~(6) %(6) (2(6),1  ~(6),3 ~(6) =(6)
—19.¢45CH, — 14.C5 (cHl + ¢y ) +19.C5 Che + 14.Cyyy (cHl +¢p ) —13.¢wECHe.

~9.5¢55 (69 +29?)
+0.000049¢°) 0Gr | 0.000014¢%), oGy _ 0.000026&%), . 0Gr
Gr Gr Gp
+0.03¢"  —0.00816")
3.4, — 0.6 (e85, + €000 ) + 18880 — 2.5 (Eh0p + Ehmnen )
—0.45(e0))  +e82 ) —022(e803  +e08 )+ 1.4 (0L, +e82),

Al =+0.057¢) —0.014&];) —0.0071&;) —0.0071¢) , +0.11[E{) 1> — 0.15E A& + 0.031[ (7 12
A A2 A
—0.06—&© +0.032——[6912—0.03—&®) —0.06
m, m2 m,

v ~(6) ~(6
ﬁl—C(EH)C;“; (Dg)

n

Y (6)A(6)
n—,l_CeHCHD + 0.12

i

HD A

5G 5G ) 6)8G 5G
+0.00046&) =X —0.000116%) £ —0.00073 — & —F +1.1- 109~
GF F mP« GF GF

~(6) 1~(6 ~(6) 1~(6 v ~(6) (6
—0.1891e9) | +0.026¢C) 185 | + 0.11m—c§,}|c§,V)VB
u

A

v
—0.118919) | +0.027&€)16) | +0.12—&©@c©
m
u

+10* (+1.5[E5) 12 — 2,683 ¢k, + 1ALE S, 12 + 1.6C 5 — 1.8E iy Expuys +0.63[E15051%)
+10" (+1.4[e§1? - 1.565c5) + 0.4[c5)1?)

—16. (g5 + 250 ) +9.5 (€5, +En +Epwa) — 4.6 (€5 + s )

—32.[8)] +19.[69, ] —4.8[c%), | —3.9¢5¢%),, — 896,65,

—16.E50C ) + 4.5ENE + 958wy Cunt + 2.3y — 4-6C 1mp o — 18.EirypCorn

CHBCHO CHBCHD CawCHo CawCHD HWBCHD HWBCHD
+3.7600e) —17.60) (£ + 6% = 3.7¢5, 6% + 17.65), (697 +69°) + 2,56, 4255
—11.85, (€91 +85?)
+1.-107¢9) 8Gr . 10‘%}}’%& +2.9-107&5) 0Gs
Gr Gr Gr
~0.53¢%) +0.1488
—1.2800, —0.22(e00 L +e0 ) +0.6160) L +0.63(e% . +E00. )
+0.12(&5)) s +e52 ) +0.06 (00 +e8 ) —0.34 (e, +E82 )
Ay =+1.887) —0.4487) — 0.22¢7) — 0.2285 , +3.5[E 2 2 — 2.18)¢(0) + 0.31[E)* (D.10)

35


https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.13.5.112

Scil SciPost Phys. 13, 112 (2022)

100 1 P o) Y & 9V 66 LTORE)
— '9ﬁ1_ceH + 'E[CEH] _0'94"-,1_6eH — '9n-,l_ceHcH|:| +0'84n—,l_CeHCHD
u m i i "

5G 5G b (606 5G
+0.0148® 27E _0,00366©) 27 —0.023—& @2 E 4 35.10827F
Gr Gr my Gr Gr

~(6) 1=(6 ~(6) 1 ~(6 v ~(6)=(6
~0.38E21e®) | +0.00460 169 | + 0.4ﬁ1—c§H)|c§,3VB
u

+10° (+2.1[E55) 12 — 2,580 ¢ 50, + 170800 12 + 12650 0 5 — 2.58 e Exprs + LLE w512
+101 (+1.3[659 17 — 1425 +0.39[£5)1?)

+20. (&5 + 50 ) —27. (&5, + & +E5mz) +20. (&0 5 + Es)

+40.[69)] —55.[e9, ] +26.[69), ] +77.6506%),, — 1.669,¢5),,

+20.8908 + 188000 — 2769 & —21.6%) &) +20.68), .6 +49.66)

CuBCHn HBCHD Hw CHO wCHD HWBCHDO HWBCHD
—17.85) +33.60) (691 +&9%) +17.85, 68 —33.6%), (60 +65%) — 11650, 52
+22.850,, (60 +257°)
+1.-107%) 0Gr 4. 1075, 0Gr 1. 1078, 0Gr

Gr Gr Gr
+1.3600, —0.348500,
+0.988 00!, +0.21 (5, +e02 ) —0.52e8t L —1.9(e%n . e,
—0.41 (e, +e502 ) —0.2(e5 et )+ 1 (e, + e )

Al =0.36E) —0.091E(s) —0.045¢ ;) —0.0458 , +0.73[E 21 — 0.88¢ e ) +0.17[¢ () 1 (D.11)

CHo CHD,2 HO
A A2 A A A
V_(6) V. rx(6)72 V_«(8) V_(6)(6) V. (6)x(6)
_0.39ﬁ1—“ceH + O'Zrﬁ_ﬁ[CeH] — 0.19’7_1—“%H - O'Sgrﬁ_HCeH Cn + 0'65rﬁ_MCeH Cp
oG oG P oG 0G
+0.00298% 27E _ 00007489 27E —0.0047 &% 27E 1 7.2.10792E
Gy Gy my, G Gr

A

~(6) (6 ~(6) (6 V_2(6)(6
—0.558 Q16 1 +0.1468) |6 | + 0.59m—c§H)|c§W)VB
u

+10* (+1.[e5) 12— 2.985)e), +1.[¢

6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6
e &) o 2+ 2185080 L — 1265, 85 1 +0.270e50, 17

CuBCHWB Caw HwB

+102 (+1.4[c§1? - 1.569¢5) + 0.4[c5)1?)

+260. (&) + 25y ) — 180. (&5, + 25, +850,) +100. (&5 5 + &5y 5)

~(6) 72 ~(6) 12 ~(6) 72 ~(6) x(6) ~(6) ~(6)
+510.[e5) | —360.[&, | +110. e, | +250.850¢50, 5 + 11065 0 s

+260.89¢©® 250,60 —180.6) &© 1+190.6%),&® +100.68), ,e©) +150.6), &)
—250.81092) +150.65) (50 +29°) + 250850, —150.85), (6! +&5°) —170.85), )
~(6) [«(6),1 . ~(6)3
+100.¢y, 5 (CHZ +¢p )
5G 5G 5G
—0.0000118927F 4 7.8.1076: ZZE _4.3.107668) 27F
GF F GF

36


https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.13.5.112

Scil SciPost Phys. 13, 112 (2022)

~(8),1 ~(8),1
+9.7c](5,h)MD2 _2'661(”3{4[)2
~(8),1 ~(8),1 ~(8),2 ~(8),1 ~(8),1 ~(8),5
—15.c£2])3H2D —2.9 (0221){21)3 + cgzl){zm) + 7.9c£21)/VH2D +11. (CEZLHZD + CE%HZD)
~(8),1 ~(8),2 ~(8),3 ~(8),4 ~(8),1 ~(8),5
P21 (&0 + S ) + 1 (€000 + Eoitne ) = 58 (Eien + Eliono ) -

Al =+0.33¢(f) —0.082¢\7) —0.041&};) — 0.041&]) , +0.65[¢ 21 — 0.882¢(5) +0.16[c) 1> (D.12)

A A2 A A A
) Vo ra(6)72 V(8 V_(6)x(6) V_(6)x(6)
—O.35m—CeH + 0'18ﬁ[ceH] —0.17ﬁl—CeH —0.3571_1—661_1 CHD + 0‘59ﬁl_ceHcHD
" u u u u
oG oG % oG oG
+0.0026¢ —F —0.00066¢) —F —0.0042—&© —L 1+ 6.5.107° L
Gr Gr my, Gy Gr

~(6) 1=(6 ~(6) 1=(6 v ~(6)~(6
—0.5189 1% 1 +0.13€) 1) 1 + 0.54m—c§H) [
u

~(6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6) ~(6 ~(6
+10* (+5.8[E5) 12 + 0.96 3 e, + 1.1[E 12 — 4.8 3 C ks — 2-36 5w Exsnys + L6[E s 12

+1012 (+2.4[e 17 — 258 ¢5) +0.68[E5) %)

2(6) | =(8) 26) | =(8) | ~(®) 26) A8
—69. (CHB + CHB) —190. (cHW + oy + CHW’Z) +190. (cHWB + CHWB)
+(6) > +(6) T? =(6) T +(6) x(6) %(6) =(6)
—140.[5) ] —380.[&%), | —160.[e\ 5 | + 570853505 +370.850 650
—69.896© —130.60)¢® —190.69), &€ +350.69 & +190.%), .69 —110.&5), &)

—200.85)¢'s) +80.25) (64" +£62*) +200.85, 65 — 80.6(5y, (6 +25)7) — 130,65 5255,

Hi HI HI HWBC He
+53.80005 (601 +25°)
+3.1-1076¢%) G 4 g5. 1075 %Gt _gg. 107569 0Gr
Gp Gy Gr
+6.4880 —1.7e8"
—15.800 0 — 28 (e + €020 ) + 8800y + 45 (E5hhp + Ehny)
+0.87 (& rips + s ) + 043 (e + 00t ) — 2.4 (&0 1y + Elrins ) -

E Discussion on the tree-loop interference in the SM

Comparing the size of the tree level contributions discussed in Sec 3.1 and the loop contribu-
tions of Sec 3.2 one may be concerned, particularly in the case of the tau, that the tree-loop
interference could be large or even dominant.

To achieve a more precise understanding of the size of this contribution we have esti-
mated it by considering the interference between the one-loop triangle diagrams contributing
toh — yy and h — Zy, i.e. those of Figure 1 or equivalently Figure 3a, and the tree level
diagrams. This is convenient as we are able to obtain the full m, dependence of this interfer-
ence as the loops contain no m, dependence. It comes with the caveat that these diagrams
are not gauge-invariant on their own. We have performed the calculation in the Feynman
Gauge, £ — 1, where we have tested that the triangle diagrams make a larger contribution
than the box diagrams (this is also noted in e.g. [5]). Table 5 shows the size of the contribution
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Figure 8: Dalitz plot showing the interference between the one-loop and tree-level
SM amplitudes for the case my, = m..

from diagrams with only top and EW contributions, only diagrams containing internal lepton
lines, and the full contribution for the squared-loop contribution to the partial width of the
Higgs boson to two taus and a photon. The reason for this simplification is that evaluation of
the Passarino Veltman functions corresponding to diagrams with internal fermions and their
corresponding mass dependence is well beyond the scope of this work.

Figure 8 shows the Dalitz plot for the tree-loop interference described above for my, = m..
We note the distinct lines where the amplitude squared drops off, as with the diagrams of
Figure 6, these lines correspond to changes in overall sign. They roughly correspond to the
following two lines,

So = ﬁl% , (El)

So = ﬁ'lIZ{ _251 . (E.Z)

Note that above, s, = rh% actually corresponds to two lines close together just below the Z-
threshold. We define four regions of integration as follows:

Ry, = {sy<MZ & sy<m?—2s},
Ry = {sy<MZ & sy>m%—2s}, .3)
Ry = {s,>M2 & s,<m?—2s}, '
R, = {sz>]\7I§ & 52>ﬁ112{—251}.

Table 5: Comparison between the purely top+electroweak contributions, strictly di-
agrams with internal leptonic lines, and the full calculation of the one-loop squared
contribution to H — t1y. Errors are approximately per mil.

£=1 §=2 §=3
top+EW: 2.84-1077 2.83-107 2.83-107
leptonic internal lines: | 6.08-1071% 2.17-107° 1.17-1071°
full result: 2.84-1077 2.84-1077 2.84-107"
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Integrating over the phase space for each of these regions we find:

I'(Ry) = —1.439-1077,

'Ry = +1.439-1077, .4
E.4

I'(R;) = —1.383-1078,

I'(Ry) = +1.384-1078.

The error in these integrations is per mil. We see that, within errors, Regions 1 and 2 cancel
as do 3 and 4, giving an overall vanishing contribution from the tree-loop interference. This
cancellation is the reason for the need to separate the integration into regions — the Vegas
algorithm was unable to converge integrating over the full phase space. Given the seemingly
exact cancellation between these well defined regions it seems likely there is a kinematic or
symmetry argument for the cancellation. We have not, however, explored this possibility in
detail.

The above indicates the leading contributions to the tree-loop interference comes from the
box diagrams. As concerns about the tree-loop interference being important hinges on the
overall size of the one-loop squared contribution, for which the diagrams with fermions in the
loop are subdominant, we conclude the tree-loop interference is negligible. Alternatively we
can argue that, because the size of the I'(R;) given above are at least two orders of magnitude
smaller than the tree-level contribution for the taus the tree-loop interference is negligible.
Note that in the discussions of Sec. 4.2 flavor is invoked only as a means of testing if the impact
of the Class 3 operators (corresponding to SM tree-like kinematics) can be elevated above the
other contributions. If there is a kinematic or symmetry argument for the cancellation this
will also carry partially to the contributions from the box diagrams corresponding to the chiral
structures of Eq. 16. The box diagrams, however, contain lepton mass insertions and therefore
will generate the chiral structures:

ﬂkZP:I:vk B
) : (E.5)
ukz()"quk3 .
. . m}
These structures will correspond to tree-loop interference terms suppressed by 1z and are

expected to be negligible.

We reiterate that the above argument is a gauge dependent statement as gauge-independence
is only obtained after inclusion of the diagrams with leptons in the loops. Our results indicate
that for gauge choices £ = 1,2, 3 that the diagrams with internal lepton lines contribute at a
level nearly 3 orders of magnitude smaller than the pure electroweak and top contributions.

F Dipole operators

Here we discuss the impact of the dipole operators on our analysis. This is to get a better
understanding of the potential size of including operators which induce chiral flips has on
our analysis. We note that, in the case of dimension-eight operators, they must contribute
proportional to m, as their chiral structure can only interfere with the SM tree-level ampli-
tude (see discussion in App. E for more details on the interference of the SM-tree and loop
contributions).

The dimension-six dipole operators relevant to our analysis are given by:

Qew = (?O-“ve)TIHWIf,v) (ED)
Qs = (lo""e)HB,,,. ’
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Table 6: Combinations of the dipole couplings and other couplings contributing to
the partial width of the Higgs boson to two leptons and a photon, their leading con-
tribution in the m, expansion, and the size of the corresponding phase-space integral
for the case of the tau and muon. The phase space integrations include the full mass
dependence and are only expressed to two significant digits. Y is the Yukawa cou-
plings proportional to the mass of the lepton, this lepton mass dependence is included
in the phase space integral as is the e dependence. Entries for mass expansion of “0”
indicate the amplitude squared is identically O (the two contributing amplitudes do

not interfere).

O(1/AY)  O(m') | PS Integral T PS Integral

Cpp ® Cpp % 1 6.4-10° 6.4-10°
YE® gramcChp -+ 1 2.3-10* 1300
YE® guazChp % iy —1600 —100

Ye® cpp & hy 1.1 6.6-1072
Y, ®Yc), % 2 1000 3.6

Ye®Yc), 5

Yepp ®cpp %

Note these operators are not hermitian, and therefore their Wilson coefficients are in general
complex. We treat them as real, invoking stringent constraints from low energy CP measure-
ments as a reason for treating the imaginary parts as negligible [54]. These operators can
contribute to the H — {{y process at tree level in many ways. They generate a four-point
contact interaction and a dipole interaction of the leptons with the photon. The latter allows
for both dipole-like corrections to the SM-like topology as well as to the SMEFT coupling HVy
where V = {y, Z}. The amplitudes resulting from these contributions are given by:

Mcontact CDPﬂkzo-vakg kTE* (kl) ) (E2)

U
m Uy, O'Mv(kl'sz"rﬁl()Vk
S +Am)cgp[ : :

akz(_kl - k3 + T?l@ )O"L“)Vk3
(ky + k)2 — i} (ky +k3)2 =107
(kg +k3)”
Vis 2 23 —€,(ki).
(kz + kg) - mV

MYukawa ]E;(kl)kf P (E3)

Mvv =

gy Ve p Ty, o (F4)
Note we have retained fermion masses in the propagators as these interactions can induce
chiral flips and we wish to estimate their relevant to the decay into tau leptons.

| M contace|* gives a mass independent contribution and so is relevant for all lepton flavors.
Table 6 lists the possible contributions from dipole operators to the process H — y{{, their
leading order in the expansion in m,, and the size of this contributions. Excluded combinations
occur only at order 1/A® or higher.

Table 6 demonstrates that the dominant contributions of the dipole operators come from
the tree level interference of two dimension-six two amplitudes. Subleading is the contribution
from the interference of the SM with the contact interactions HVV and the dipole operator
in the same amplitude. The terms occurring at % are strongly suppressed relative to these
contributions. In simplifying our analysis we use this observation to drop the contribution
of all dimension-eight operators with a chiral flip, as they can only interfere with the SM
amplitude. There are 7 additional dimension-eight operators which induce chiral flips, some
examples of these include:

Qs = (o™ eHHTHW],, (E5)

40


https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.13.5.112

Scil SciPost Phys. 13, 112 (2022)

le)/VHDZ = (Z_OWDpeR)TI(DvH)W;u‘ (E6)

G On the choice of kinematic labels

In order to regulate the collinear divergences it is common for hadron collider studies to define
an angular separation with respect to the pseudo-rapidity and azimuthal angle such as:

AR = /A2 + A2, (G.1)

where 1) is the pseudo-rapidity of a given particle, and A7 is the rapidity difference between
two particles. In our case, in order to remove the collinear divergences we would want AR
greater than some value in order to enforce a sufficient distance or angular separation between
the massless photons and the fermions. In the case of [11] a value of AR > 0.4 is chosen. In
order to achieve this an arbitrary axis is chosen to correspond to the beam axis in a hadronic
collider environment.

The choice of beam axis is arbitrary, but different choices can affect the resulting pseudo-
rapidity. For example, if we choose the photon to lie on the beam axis the An will always be
infinite as the photons pseudorapidity is infinite, and all points in phase space will be accepted.
Setting the direction of the fourth component of the four-momenta as the beam axis this choice
could correspond to (for an at rest Higgs boson, lepton masses set to zero for simplicity of
presentation) [37]:

S1+So ﬁ‘lz —S1
_2 — H
) 2y 21
ZTSH \/$282(M%—s5—51) s152(m%—s1—s3)
—_— R
— — m%—s = 2 _
p}/ - 0 5 Dby = HO 2 s pPi = m([){ 52 . (G.2)
=2 _
mzH‘ S2 M2 (s2—s1)—s2(s1+s2) rﬁzH(sl-t-sz)-b-slsz—rﬁ?I
D ——
H 2my (M2 —s,) 2my (m—s,)

Note that this choice renders ¢ zero as we have chosen a frame where the third components of
all momenta are vanishing. From here we can apply a Lorentz rotation to find a frame where
all pseudo-rapidities are finite. Each choice corresponds to different cuts in the s; x s, phase
space. Such a Lorentz rotation could be one that rotates between the 2 and 4 components of
the four vectors:

1 0 0 0
0O cos@ 0O —sinf
A= 0 0 1 0 (G.3)

0 sin6 O cos6

The differences that can be found between different frames is a result of the fact that pseudo
rapidity is not a Lorentz invariant quantity. If we instead use the angle between the photon
and the two leptons, we can define this in terms of invariants (again in the Higgs rest frame
and massless limit for simplicity) [37]:
=2 =2 =2
(mH —52)(mH —s3)— 2my;sq
(Tﬁlzq —52)(7711%1 —S$3)

(Mm% —sy) (M2 —s1) — 2MZs3

(Mm% —s,) (M2 —s1)

cos 9% s (G.4)

cos Qﬂ s (G.5)

where we have used s; = rﬁfi —S1—S$o.
As mentioned in the main text we have used cos6 < 0.8. In previous versions of this
manuscript we found that the NLO chiral corrections to the tree level process did not scale
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with rh% / rﬁIz{ as is expected naively. This was in fact due to the collinear divergences. The
choice of cos@ < 0.8 corresponds to a conservative value well away from the threshold at
which the collinear divergences affect this scaling. This was determined by comparing the
integration of the full expressions for I}, _, j, for all three flavors of leptons and requiring that:

T i M7 m?
T —1x0 2|, (G.6)
L., m2 2

m;

Where i and j can be T, u or e. In the case of the ratio of the tau to muon, this is an order
3.5 per-mil correction. The actual correction is found to be 1% which is consistent with this
power counting argument. In the case of the ratio of electron to muon masses this is a 2
in 10° correction. Our phase space integration is not good enough to achieve the necessary
statistics for comparing u and e in a reasonable time. As such we require the ratio above be
consistent with 1 within the errors in the phase space integration. The ratios for e to T were
not considered.

We note that, performing the cut on cos 6 removes the low s; (for Qﬂ) or low s (Qﬂ)
region of phase space, but does not affect other areas of the phase space. Cutting on the
pseudorapidity also removes a certain region in high s, (for 6,,) and high s; (Qyé)- This
difference could have an impact on the phenomenological results of this study. Ultimately,
because of the differences between the two approaches discussed in the appendix, a more
careful study needs to be performed in a hadronic collider environment where the pseudo
rapidity is well defined. This is potentially an issue in all such approaches to calculating Higgs
partial widths, but the issue is exacerbated in this study due to the collinear divergences and
the need to regulate them. Qualitatively cutting cos 6,; < 0.8 is similar to the low s; and s3
cuts resulting from AR > 0.4 for a rotation angle of 6 ~ /2 in Eq. G.3.
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