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Abstract

The energy spectra of linearly dispersing gapless spin-3/2 Dirac fermions display bire-
fringence, featuring two effective Fermi velocities, thus breaking the space-time Lorentz
symmetry. Here, we consider a non-Hermitian (NH) generalization of this scenario by
introducing a masslike anti-Hermitian birefringent Dirac operator to its Hermitian coun-
terpart. The resulting NH operator shows real eigenvalue spectra over an extended NH
parameter regime, and a combination of non-spatial and discrete rotational symmetries
protects the gapless nature of such quasiparticles. However, at the brink of dynamic
mass generation, triggered by Hubbardlike local interactions, the birefringent parame-
ter always vanishes under coarse grain due to the Yukawa-type interactions with scalar
bosonic order-parameter fluctuations. The resulting quantum critical state is, therefore,
described by two decoupled copies of spin-1/2 Dirac fermions with a unique terminal
Fermi velocity, which is equal to the bosonic order-parameter velocity, thereby fostering
an emergent space-time Lorentz symmetry. Furthermore, depending on the internal al-
gebra between the anti-Hermitian birefringent Dirac operator and the candidate mass
order, the system achieves the emergent Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry either by maintaining
its non-Hermiticity or by recovering a full Hermiticity. We discuss the resulting quantum
critical phenomena and possible microscopic realizations of the proposed scenarios.
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1 Introduction

The linear energy-momentum correspondence for gapless spin-1/2 Dirac fermions manifests
a space-time Lorentz symmetry in conventional Dirac materials due to a unique Fermi velocity
in such systems [|[1H5]]. Spin-3/2 nodal Dirac fermions, on the other hand, display birefringent
linear energy-momentum spectrum with two effective Fermi velocities [|[6419]]. Consequently,
they spoil the space-time Lorentz symmetry. However, strongly interacting (via Hubbardlike
local interactions, for example) birefringent Dirac fermions when appear at the shore of dy-
namic mass generation across which the system becomes an insulator via a spontaneous sym-
metry breaking, a space-time Lorentz symmetry in terms of a unique terminal velocity of all
the participating degrees of freedom is realized in the emergent quantum critical state in the
following way. Due to the strong Yukawa-type interactions between gapless fermionic and
bosonic order-parameter degrees of freedom, the birefringent parameter in the fermionic two-
point correlation function always vanishes. At the same time, the unique Fermi velocity and the
velocity of scalar bosonic fields achieve a common terminal value in the deep infrared regime.
This outcome turns out to be insensitive to the actual nature of the candidate insulating ground
state [|14}/18]].

While the emergent Lorentz symmetry in spin-3/2 Dirac systems has received a limited
attention so far, a similar outcome holds in spin-1/2 Dirac systems quite generically [20-28],
when the the interacting bosonic degrees of freedom represent (a) scalar order-parameter
fields and (b) helicity-1 vector photon fields. More recently, the notion of the emergent Lorentz
symmetry has been extended to spin-1/2 non-Hermitian (NH) Dirac systems interacting with
bosonic fields, mediated by either order-parameter fluctuations or photons, when these sys-
tems in addition are coupled to a surrounding bath or the environment [29,30]. The present
discussion is aimed to establish the jurisdiction of emergent Lorentz symmetry in NH spin-3/2
birefringent Dirac systems, residing at the brink of spontaneous mass generation.

1.1 A brief summary of key results

The effective low-energy model for birefringent spin-3/2 Dirac fermions is described by two
copies of massless Dirac Hamiltonian that mutually commute with each other. The result-
ing Dirac operator thus features two effective Fermi velocities and its energy spectrum scales
linearly with the momentum. Such a collection of effective spin-3/2 Dirac fermions in two spa-
tial dimensions can be realized on a generalized z-flux square lattice with nearest-neighbor
hopping processes among spinless fermions, for which the unit cell is constituted by four
sites [7,/8]]. A NH birefringent Dirac operator is then constructed by supplementing its Her-
mitian counterpart by a masslike anti-Hermitian birefringent Dirac operator that also scales
linearly with momentum. Over an extended NH parameter regime, such an operator accom-
modates real eigenvalue spectrum. In the generalized 7-flux square lattice model, the simplest
realization of NH birefringent Dirac fermions results from a hopping imbalance in the oppo-
site directions between each pair of nearest-neighbor sites. These constructions are shown
in Fig. |1l The nodal or gapless nature of such emergent NH quasiparticles is protected by a
combination of non-spatial and four-fold rotational symmetries, forbidding nucleation of any
uniform mass order, otherwise leading to an insulation of the system, without the sponta-
neous breaking of any symmetry, as summarized in Table|[l} Throughout, we consider spinless
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Figure 1: (a) A four-site unit-cell of a generalized z-flux square lattice, constituted
by the sublattices A, B, C, and D, supporting gapless birefringent Dirac fermions as
low energy excitations at half-filling around the K = (£, +m)/(2a) points in the
Brillouin zone, where a is the lattice spacing and ty = t(1+ ) with t bearing the di-
mension of the hopping amplitude and f§ representing the dimensionless birefringent
parameter [[7,8[]. (b) A mass order for birefringent Dirac fermions, resulting from the
quadrupolar arrangement of average fermionic density about the half-filling, where
+ and — represent its enhancement and depletion of equal magnitude away from
the charge neutrality. (c) Hopping amplitudes between the nearest-neighbor sites in
the directions of the arrows, giving rise to gapless non-Hermitian birefringent Dirac
fermions, where tf =t,(1+a)and t* = t_(1+£ a). Here, the dimensionless pa-
rameter a captures the strength of the non-Hermiticity, leading to an imbalance in
the hopping amplitudes in the opposite direction between each pair of the nearest-
neighbor sites. The dashed lines represent translations of the four-site unit-cell in
the x and y directions.

fermion, and the term ‘spin’ corresponds to ‘pseudo-spin’, resulting from the internal sublattice
degrees of freedom of the system.

Here, we show that when a collection of NH spin-3/2 birefringent Dirac fermions live
in the proximity to a dynamic mass generation via a spontaneous symmetry breaking, their
Yukawa-type interaction with the scalar bosonic order-parameter fields generically gives birth
to an emergent Lorentz symmetry in terms of a unique terminal velocity of all the participating
degrees of freedom irrespective of the actual nature of the ordered state in the insulating side
of the underlying quantum phase transition. We arrive at this conclusion from a leading-order
(one-loop) renormalization group (RG) analysis of the associated Gross-Neveu-Yukawa quan-
tum field theory, captured by the Feynman diagrams in Fig. [2] controlled by an & expansion
about the upper critical three spatial dimensions where the theory becomes marginal with
¢ = 3—d. However, depending on the internal Clifford algebra between the candidate mass
order parameter and the anti-Hermitian component of the NH birefringent Dirac operator, the
system accomplishes the Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry either by maintaining the non-Hermiticity
(resulting from a coupling with an external bath) or by gaining full Hermiticity by decoupling
itself from the environment. The results are summarized in terms of the RG flows of various
velocity and birefringent parameters in Fig. 3] We name the former scenario a non-Hermitian
Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry, while the latter one closely mimics the situation realized in closed
or Hermitian systems. These outcomes, therefore, strongly suggest a generic emergent Lorentz
symmetry in strongly correlated open Dirac materials, transforming under arbitrary spin-half
representation, which we leave as a conjecture. Furthermore, we conclude that similar out-
comes hold in three spatial dimensions, and also compute the emergent quantum critical phe-
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Mass Symmetries
J.=kM | I_=x | PH=M Rz/z
Mi=M v X X 0
My = (M, M} Ve g g 1
M X Vv X 0

Table 1: Transformation of three mass orders My = M, My, and My, belonging to
the CI, CII, and CIII families, respectively, under the non-spatial time-reversal (Z,),
anti-unitary particle-hole (Z_), and unitary particle-hole (PH) symmetries and the
four-fold rotational symmetry about the z direction (Rfr / 2), when the mass matrix
M appearing in the construction of the non-Hermitian birefringent Dirac operator
is M. Here & is the complex conjugation, v (x) corresponds to even (odd) under
symmetry operations, and 0 (1) represents scalar (vector) under Rfr /2" This symmetry
analysis is shown in details in Sec. |3 Therefore, a combination of non-spatial (7,
J_ and PH) and spatial (Rfr / 2) symmetries forbids nucleation of any constant mass
order without breaking at least one of the symmetries of the non-interacting non-
Hermitian system.

nomenon in the Yukawa-Lorentz symmetric hyperplane.

1.2 Organization

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In the next section (Sec.[2), we introduce the lat-
tice model for NH (pseudo)spin-3/2 birefringent Dirac fermions, and derive at their continuum
description. In Sec. |3} we discuss the symmetry protection of such gapless NH quasiparticles
and classify various insulating mass orders. Sec. {4|is devoted to the discussion on the emer-
gent Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry from a leading order RG analysis within the framework of the
¢ expansion. Summary of our findings, concluding remarks, and discussion on related issues
are presented in Sec. |5} Technical details of our RG analysis are relegated to three appendices.

2 Lattice model

We begin the discussion by constructing a lattice realization of NH birefringent Dirac
fermions, displaying real energy eigenvalue spectrum over an extended parameter regime. To
arrive there, we first consider the generalized m-flux square lattice model fostering Hermitian
birefringent Dirac fermions with two effective Fermi velocities. The corresponding unit-cell is
composed of four sites, belonging to A, B, C, and D sublattices, with the intra-unit-cell nearest-
neighbor hopping pattern shown in Fig.[I|(a). Accordingly, we define a four-component spinor

T (q) = [calq) ca(q) cc(q) ep(q)], (1)

where c;(q) is the fermion annihilation operator on the sites belonging to the sublattice j with
momentum ¢. The associated Bloch Hamiltonian reads as [|7,(8]]

H =Y ¥'(q) Hiariee(q) ¥(q), 2)
q
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where
0 —t_cos(qya) 0 t_cos(g,a)
_ | —t—cos(q,a) 0 t, cos(q,a) 0
Hlattlce(q) - 0 t, cos(qx a) 0 t, cos(qya) ’ 3)
t_cos(q,a) 0 t, cos(q,a) 0

a is the lattice spacing, ty = t(1+ ), and p is the dimensionless birefringent parameter with
|B| < 1. This model shows linear touching of the filled valence and empty conduction bands
at four points in the Brillouin zone (£7/(2a),+r/(2a)), when the system is maintained at
the half-filling. Out of four such points only one is inequivalent, which we choose to be at
K = (1,1)r/(2a). Around this point the system supports gapless birefringent Dirac fermions,
captured by the Hamiltonian

HEM(k) = v, [-Tiiky + Is1ky | — By, [Tasky +Tork, ], 4)

where v, = ta bears the dimension of the Fermi velocity, k = q —K, and the Hermitian
matrices I, = 0, ® 0, for u, ¥ =0, -+, 3 define the basis for all four-dimensional matrices.
Here, {0} is the set of Pauli matrices and ® corresponds to a tensor product. The energy
spectra of H;;“t(k) are £E; (k), where Ex(k) = v,(1 = f)|k|. The positive (negative) energy
branch represents the conduction (valence) band. For § = 1, there are two flat bands at zero
energy, which we do not delve into here.

Notice that the operators proportional to v, and v, in Eq. separately constitute two
Dirac Hamiltonian in two spatial dimensions, each containing two mutually anticommuting
matrices multiplying the planar components of momentum k, and k,. However, these two
Dirac operators commute with each other. Thus, Hggnt(k) cannot be cast in a block-diagonal
form, in which each block is two-dimensional. In other words, the minimal irreducible rep-
resentation of H;;nt(k) is four-dimensional. Birefringent Dirac fermions this way honor the
celebrated Nielsen-Ninomiya fermion doubling theorem [31]]. In conventional spin-1/2 Dirac
systems (recovered by setting = 0), the Hamiltonian is composed of two copies of irre-
ducible two-dimensional Hamiltonian, also yielding a minimal reducible four-component rep-
resentation, as shown in the original no-go theorem. Since the irreducible representation of
birefringent Dirac fermions is four dimensional, they constitute to a spin-3/2 system (namely,
2s+1=4=s=3/2).

We recognize that this system supports a mass order, which in the announced four-component
spinor basis [Eq. (1) ] is represented by a diagonal Hermitian matrix

M = diag.(—1,1,—1,1) (5)

that anti-commutes with Hy,gice(q) and Hgg“t(k). On the generalized m-flux square lattice,
this operator captures a density imbalance at each site away from the half-filling that assumes
a quadrupolar pattern within the unit-cell while maintaining the overall charge neutrality of
the system, as shown in Fig. [I((b). Its uniform expectation value A (say) leads to an insulation
of the system, as can be seen from the eigenvalues of the associated effective single-particle
Hamiltonian Hg>™(k) + AM, given by + [Ei(k) + Az]. However, nucleation of such a mass
order requires spontaneous lifting of symmetry, which we will discuss in the next section. For

now, in terms of M, we define an anti-Hermitian operator

0 t_cos(q,a) 0 —t_cos(g,a)
AU _ . _ | —t—cos(qya) 0 t, cos(q,a) 0
Hlattice(q) - MHlattlce(q) = 0 —t, COS(qx Cl) 0 —t, COS(qul)
t_cos(q,a) 0 t, cos(q,a) 0
(6)
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by exploiting the fact that the product of two mutually anti-commuting Hermitian matrices
is an anti-Hermitian matrix. Finally, by combining Hiuice(q) and H2Y. (q), we promote the

lattice model for NH birefringent Dirac fermions, explicitly given bylattlce
Hll:gice(q) = Hlattice(q) +a Hl?lltjtice(q)
0 —t cos(qya) 0 t~ cos(q,a)
_ —t* cos(qya) 0 t 1 cos(q.a) 0 -
0 t, cos(g,a) 0 t, cos(qya)
t* cos(gya) 0 tFcos(qya) 0

where tf =t,(1+a)and t* = t_(1 £ a). The dimensionless parameter @ measures the
strength of non-Hermiticity, capturing the imbalance in the hopping amplitudes between the
nearest-neighbor sites in the opposite directions, as shown in Fig.[1|(c). In the continuum limit
around the K point, the NH operator for birefringent Dirac fermions reads as

HEM (k) = HE™ (k) + aMHS™ (k). ®)
The eigenvalues of this operator are £ENH(k), where ENH(k) = v.(1 % p)lk| with

v, =4V, — vlfH and v, = av,, which are purely real as long as |a| < 1. We restrict ourselves
within this parameter regime.

Before closing this section, we point out that a 7t-flux cubic lattice model with only nearest-
neighbor hopping amplitudes among spinless fermions gives birth to minimal eight-component
massless Dirac fermions in three spatial dimensions [32]]. A similar generalization of such a
cubic-lattice model with an eight-site unit-cell accommodates three-dimensional birefringent
spin-3/2 gapless Dirac fermions [9,(15]]. Such a model allows a staggered density mass order,
similar to the one shown in Eq. (5), however, assuming an octupolar pattern within the eight-
site unit-cell. Hence, the above general principle of construction can immediately be applied to
realize lattice regularized NH birefringent spin-3/2 Dirac fermions in three dimensions, which
we do not show here explicitly.

3 Symmetries and Masses

The construction of the NH birefringent spin-3/2 Dirac operators [Egs. and (8)] re-
quires introduction of a mass matrix M [Eq. (5)] in its anti-Hermitian part. As any mass term
breaks at least one of the symmetries of the free fermion system, it is natural to raise the ques-
tion regarding the stability of gapless NH spin-3/2 Dirac fermions against the nucleation of
any uniform mass order that causes an insulation in the system upon acquiring a finite vacuum
expectation value. In this section, we show that a combination of non-spatial and rotational
symmetries protects the nodal nature of such a collection of NH birefringent Dirac fermions. To

: : oyl . : 1 pycont cont
th;ls end, we consider a unitarily equivalent continuum model U HBF’NH(k) U— HBF,NH(k),
where

U ('”r ) ('”r ) ('”r )r 9)
=exp|i— exp|i— exp|i— 5
p 4 21 p 4 20 p 4 02 | 113

and after the unitary rotation
HEM(k) = v, [Tioky + ok, | + BV, [Torky + Tosk, ]. (10)

Then, H;?%H(k) assumes the from of Eq. in terms of the unitarily rotated mass operator

M = T,. In this representation both H;;“t(k) and M are purely real, making our symmetry
analysis simpler, which we discuss next.
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Figure 2: Leading-order (one-loop) self-energy diagrams for (a) non-Hermitian spin-
3/2 birefringent Dirac fermions (solid lines) and (b) scalar bosonic order-parameter
fields (wavy lines). The interaction vertex corresponds to the Yukawa interaction
between these two degrees of freedom.

A NH operator Hyy (say) can be classified in terms of its transformations under (1) the
time-reversal symmetry

Z:HyuJ; ' =Hyy and  6,H] 67" = Hyy, (11)

(2) the anti-unitary particle-hole symmetry
I HyuZ ' =—Hyu and $_H| 67" =—Hym, (12)
(3) the unitary particle-hole (PH) symmetry symmetry
PH Hyy PH ! = —Hyy, (13)
and (4) the pseduo-Hermiticity (PSH) symmetry
PSH H/ . PSH = Hyg, (14)

detailed in Ref. [33]. When Hyy = H{OC (k), we find

IJiy=MA,J_ =X, and PH=M, (15)

where £ is the complex conjugation, such that 7. +2 = +1 (as it should be for spinless fermions),
4 +2 = +1, and X'k — —k. But, there are no representatives for 4,, ¥_ and PSH. Besides
these non-spatial symmetries, H;;E\;H(k) also remains invariant after a four-fold or C4 rotation
about the z axis, generated by

R , =exp (i%I‘oz) exp (i%I‘ZO) , (16)

under which k — (k,,—k,).

In the absence of birefringence, conventional spin-1/2 Dirac systems accommodate four
mass matrices [34]], namely {I55, 12, [32, T2}, each of which fully anticommutes with Hgg“t(k)
upon setting f = 0 therein [Eq. (I0)]. When acquires a finite vacuum expectation value,
each of them causes insulation in the system with an isotropically gapped quasiparticle spec-
trum. However, birefringence causes fragmentation among the mass orders and they can
be grouped into three classes. To facilitate this classification, we decompose ngg“t(k) as
HSo™ (k) = v, Hoy (k) + Bv,Hoa(k), where Ho, (k) = Ik, + Ixk, and Hoy(k) = Ik, + Lk,
with I} = Ty, Iy = I3, I} = Iy, and I, = 3. In this notation, which we also use in three
appendices, four mass matrices fully anticommute with Hy;(k), and their classification in a
birefringent Dirac system can be summarized in terms of the (anti)commutation relations with
Hgy (k) [18].
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Figure 3: Renormalization group flows for various velocity (fermionic and bosonic)
and birefringent (f3) parameters close to the (a) CI, (b) CII, and (c) CIII mass gener-
ations, discussed in Sec. 4.1} Sec. and Sec. respectively, for Ny = 1, where
Ny is the number of four-component fermion species. In all these cases 5 — 0 in the
deep infrared or quantum critical regime, indicating that four-component spin-3/2
Dirac fermions decompose into two copies of two-component spin-1/2 Dirac fermions
therein, where they possess a unique terminal Fermi velocity, which is equal to the
terminal bosonic velocity, thereby always yielding an emergent Yukawa-Lorentz sym-
metry. In (a) and (c), we find v, =V, with nontrivial v, and Viu (non-Hermitian
Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry). By contrast, in (b) v, = v, = v; = (va + vBy)/Z
while v, — 0 (conventional or Hermitian Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry), where Ve,
(vBy) is the component of the bosonic velocity in the x (y) direction. Near the
CII mass generation the rotational symmetry gets broken at intermediate scales as

v, = (va — v, )/2 is finite therein, which however gets recovered in the quan-
tum critical regime where v — 0. Here, A (A) is the bare (running) cutoff and
In(Ag/A) = £ with £ as the logarithm of the renormalization group scale. Through-

out, we set v}? > vlgH, where the quantities with the superscript ‘0’ indicate their

bare values, such that v}? =4 [v212—[v2 12 is always real, yielding real eigenval-
ues of the non-Hermitian birefringent Dirac operators. Here, we showcase emergent

Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry when v;’ > vl?. We arrive at qualitatively similar conclu-
sions for v? < v? as well (not shown explicitly).

Class I (CI) mass is represented by a single-component scalar order, given by My = I, that
fully anticommutes with Hyy (k). Class II (CII) mass is a two-component vector order, given by
My = (MIII, MIZI) = (Iy1, Ibs). Each element of My; commutes with one of the matrices (T; and
I,) appearing in the birefringent part of the Dirac Hamiltonian Hyy(k), while anticommuting
with the other one. Class III (CIII) mass is also a scalar order, given by My = Iy that fully
commutes with Hyy (k). Transformations of these masses under the discrete non-spatial sym-
metries and four-fold rotational symmetry of H;;)’;H(k) are summarized in Table (1, when we
choose M = Mj therein. Thus, none of the four mass matrices can gain any vacuum expecta-
tion value to trigger an insulation in the system without breaking at least one of the symmetries
of Hgo™\ (k). Thus, gapless NH spin-3/2 Dirac excitations are symmetry protected. While the
lattice realization of CI mass is shown in Fig. [1[(b), that for CII and CIII masses are shown in

Ref. [18]].
4 Critical phenomena

Linear energy-momentum relation in d-dimensional Dirac systems gives rise to a vanishing
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density of states when d > 1, namely g(E) ~ |E|4~1 where E is the energy. The same con-
clusion holds for NH birefringent Dirac systems. Consequently, any ordering sets in beyond a
critical strength of short-range Hubbardlike interaction via a quantum phase transition. In this
section, we investigate the emergent quantum critical phenomena near such phase transitions,
with a special emphasis on the resulting Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry in its vicinity. Even though
a Dirac system can in principle foster a plethora of ordered phases [35L36[], here we focus only
on the mass orders, discussed in the previous section. Mass orders cause insulation in the
system, thereby yielding a maximal gain of the condensation energy at zero temperature (no
competition with entropy).

We unfold the underlying quantum critical phenomena within the framework of an appro-
priate effective Gross-Neveu-Yukawa quantum field theory. The associated imaginary time (7)
action is composed of three pieces and is given by S = Sy + Sgg + Sg. The fermionic action
takes the form

BF,NH

Sp = J ¥'(,r)[2, + HE™, (k —» —iv) | ¥(z, 1), 17)

where f = fd'cddr, and ¥'(7,r) and ¥(7,r) are two independent Grassmann variables.
The fermionic Green’s function in terms of the Matsubara frequency () is

[@? +v2(1 + B)2k2 — 2B v2Hy; (k)Hoo (k)]
(w2 +v2(1+ B)2k2)(w2 + v2(1—p)2k2)

Geliow, k) = [iw+ HZ™, (k)] x

(18)
The Euclidean action for the self-interacting real bosonic order-parameter fields ®, = ®,(7,r)
has the form

Np
1 A
Sp = azﬂJ {5 [(2:94)% +v2(8;%,)% + m2®% | + Z(‘I’i)z} , (19)

where Nj, = 1(2) for CI and CIII (CII), v, is the velocity of the bosonic order-parameter field,
m§ is the tuning parameter for the transition, and 4 is the coupling constant for the ®* in-
teraction. The Green’s function for free bosonic fields in the critical hyperplane (m§ =0)
is

1

GB,aﬁ(iw, k) = GB(iw, k)6aﬁ = m
B

Bap- (20)

The Yukawa coupling between gapless birefringent excitations and bosonic order-parameter
field takes the form

Ny
= = T a
Spr =Spr,j =& ZIJ ¢, ¥ (T,I‘)Mj ¥(7,r), (21)
a=
as the latter is a composite object of two fermionic fields, where j = I, II, III, and M} __ = M 1.

LIII
Here, g is the Yukawa coupling. We extract the leading-order RG flow equations by comput-

ing the one-loop Feynman diagrams, shown in Fig. |2l The matrix algebra is performed in a
fixed d. Subsequently, we integrate out the modes with Matsubara frequency —oo < w < ©0.
Finally, the momentum integral is perform in d = 3 — ¢ around the upper critical three spatial
dimensions, where the coupling constants g and A are marginal, to capture the logarithmic
divergences, appearing as 1/¢ poles [|37,38]. These calculations are detailed in three appen-
dices. Next, we discuss the RG flow equations for various velocity and birefringent parameters,
and the emergent Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry near CI, CII, and CIII mass generations in the next
three subsections, respectively.
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4.1 Near Class I mass generation

Computation of the one-loop Feynman diagrams shown in Fig. |2| close to the CI mass
generation, detailed in Appendix [A] leads to the following RG flow equations also known as
the B-functions

dQ 2(v, —v,)(v, +v, )2 +4p>v3

X — _9N.o2 Q (22)
de 3v,v,[(v, +v,)2— p2v2]2

dp , (4v, + v, v2+ (4v, +v, (1—p2))v2

— =—4N,g?p 2 ; (23)
d¢t vy [(v, +v,)2—p2v]]2

dv,  g’Nyv, [ 1432 v/ 3+2p2 2
e~ v 2| (1-p2)3 ¥23(1-p2) ]

for Q = v, and v, after taking g2k~*/(872?) — g2, where N}, = 1 and £ is the logarithm of
the RG scale. Here, Ny is the number of four-component fermion species with Ny =1 in our

construction. These RG flow equations imply that at the Yukawa quantum critical point with

g2 ~ ¢, the terminal velocities are such that v, = vV vg — vaH = v,, with all three velocities

being nonzero, along with § = 0, independent of their initial values. We confirm this outcome
by numerically solving the flow equations. See Fig.[3|(a). Therefore, a new fixed point with an
enlarged symmetry emerges, at which spin-3/2 Dirac fermions decompose into two copies of
spin-1/2 Dirac fermions, while the system remains coupled to the environment and the single
effective Fermi velocity of NH Dirac fermions (v,) is equal to the bosonic order-parameter
velocity (v, ), with the nonzero terminal values for v, v, and v,. We name it non-Hermitian
Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry. As the mass matrix M appearing in the anti-Hermitian part of
the birefringent Dirac operator commutes with Mj, it is a member of the commuting class
mass family, for which we arrive at a similar conclusion previously reported for spin-1/2 Dirac
system [29], obtained by setting p = 0 from the outset.

4.2 Near Class II mass generation

When a collection of NH birefringent Dirac fermions acquires a strong propensity toward
the nucleation of CII mass order, contributions from the Feynman diagrams shown in Fig.
lead to the following RG flow equations

dv, 2(v, —v,)(v, +v,)> +4p>v3
= —2Nbg2vH (25)
de 3v.v,[(v, +vB)2—152vF2]2
dv,, ) (2v, +v)(v, +v,)* +2p%v3
= —4Npg°v (26)
de b8 P 3v.v,[(v, +v,)2—p2v2]2
dp ) (vF+vB)2(vF+2vB)—vF3[52
— = —2N,g%p 5 27
de 3v. v, [(v, +v,)2—p2v2]2
dv’® Nf V7 Tv2
i = _gz_fs_B[X(vH)vF:ﬁ)_ + _F
de 2v3 6 10(vy +v,)(1—p2)
Y(x, 2Z(x,
{ JEX ﬂ)—rﬂ (x /5)}], (28)
vi—v; A
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for 7 = % and N;, = 2, after taking g2k—*/(87%) — g2, where v = (v, * vy, )/2, v, )
is the x (y) component of the bosonic velocity in two dimensions, x = (v +v2 )/v2, and

v2 14+ §ﬁ4_lﬂ6
X(v,,v,,p) =65 ——2—

5

vZ (1-p2)3
Y(x,$)=10—2B2+3p%+x(50—18p2) +3p4,
Z(x,p)=8—12x —2(1+x)p>. (29)

The details of the calculation are shown in Appendix Bl Therefore, at an intermediate scale
the bosonic velocity becomes anisotropic, as v_ is finite therein. However, as we approach the
deep infrared or quantum critical regime v~ — 0, and v —» v, =v_with v, — 0 along with
p — 0. These outcomes are shown in Fig. [3{(b) by numerically solving the above RG flow equa-
tions. Therefore, near the Gross-Neveu-Yukawa critical point (g2 ~ &), the system recovers
full Hermiticity by decoupling itself from the environment and a conventional Yukawa-Lorentz
symmetry emerges withv, = 0and v, =v_ = v, irrespective of their bare values. Notice that
CII mass operator My; anticommutes with M, appearing in the anti-Hermitian part of the NH
birefringent Dirac operator. Hence, it belongs to the family of anticommuting class masses, for
which we find analogous emergent conventional Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry in spin-1/2 Dirac
systems as well [29].

4.3 Near Class III mass generation

Computation of the Feynman diagrams shown in Fig. |2| close to the CIII mass generation,
detailed in Appendix|C} leads to the following RG flow equations

dQ , (v, —v,)(v, +v,)> +2p2v3

— =—4N,g%Q 5 (30)
de | 3v v [(v, +v,)2—p2v7]2

dp , [ 2(v, +v,)v2

— =—2N,g?p | (1)
del | 3v v, [(v, +v,)2—p2v. ]2

dv 2N [ v23_6B2+ B4

dvy _ _&"Ngvy [, Ve 3-6p%+p% (32)
de vf 2| sz 3(1—p2)

for Q =v, and v after taking g2k~ /(8n%) — g2 with N, = 1. As the CIII mass My com-
mutes with M, it also belongs to the commuting class mass family. As a result, the outcomes
are similar to the ones we previously discussed for CI mass in Sec. Numerical solutions of
the flow equations support this claim. See Fig. [3|(c).

5 Summary and discussions

To summarize, here we formulate lattice regularized symmetry protected gapless spin-3/2
NH birefringent Dirac fermions, featuring a real eigenvalue spectrum that scales linearly with
momentum with two effective Fermi velocities. Namely, we show that a hopping imbalance in
the opposite directions between each pair of the nearest-neighbor sites on a two-dimensional
generalized m-flux square lattice with a four-site unit-cell fosters a collection such of uncon-
ventional quasiparticles. This construction is also directly applicable to a three-dimensional
generalized m-flux cubic lattice model.

11
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Such NH birefringent Dirac operators can be engineered at least on two-dimensional
optical m-flux square lattices by combining the proposed scheme for its Hermitian counter-
part [|39,40] and a recent suggestion to implement a left-right hopping imbalance on a one-
dimensional chain [[41]]. Consider two copies of the generalized m-flux square optical lattice,
occupied by neutral atoms living in the ground state and first excited state, which are coupled
by running waves along four nearest-neighbor bond directions and the sites constituted by the
excited state atoms undergo a rapid loss (the source of non-Hermiticity resulting from the cou-
pling with the environment, yielding the loss). When the wavelength of the running wave is
equal to the lattice spacing, the proposed two-dimensional NH birefringent Dirac operator can
be realized on planar optical lattices. The requisite 7 flux can be generated on optical lattices
from artificial gauge fields [42,43]. With the recent progress in realizing three-dimensional
optical cubic lattices [44]], this proposal can in principle be engineered there as well.

Strong Hubbardlike local interactions bring such systems close to quantum phase tran-
sitions, across which they become insulators with a gapped quasiparticle spectrum via the
nucleation of mass orders. However, irrespective of the nature of the ordered state, the quan-
tum critical state always features a Lorentz symmetry due to the Yukawa-type interactions
between gapless fermionic and bosonic order-parameter fields. It manifests via a unique ter-
minal velocity for both the participating degrees of freedom. This outcome has a profound
consequence in the fermionic sector. With the disappearance of the birefringent parameter,
spin-3/2 Dirac fermions decompose into two decoupled copies of Dirac fermions, transform-
ing under the fundamental spin-1/2 representation. Recall that all the fermions in the Stan-
dard model transform under the fundamental spin-1/2 representation [|45]], which here we
recover as an emergent phenomenon even for NH birefringent spin-3/2 Dirac fermions in the
quantum critical regime. However, depending on the (anti)commuting Clifford algebra be-
tween the anti-Hermitian birefringent Dirac operator and the candidate mass operator, the
Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry is accomplished while maintaining the non-Hermiticity (for com-
muting class masses) or by gaining full Hermiticity (for anticommuting class masses).

Within the Yukawa-Lorentz symmetric hyperplane, the RG flow equations for the dimen-
sionless Yukawa coupling (g) and ®# interaction coupling (A) read as

dgz 2 2
di N, +8
and J = el—4Nfg2[k—6g2]—lez, (33)

respectively. For CI and CIII mass orders, the dimensionless coupling constants are defined as
g2k—¢/(8n%v,) — g% and Ak~¢/(8n%v,) — A with v, =v_, and N}, = 1. On the other hand,
for CII mass order g2k~*/(8n%v,) — g2 and Ak~¢/(8n%v,) — A with v, =v_, and N, = 2.
The resulting Yukawa quantum critical point is located at

€ 3¢
2N; +4—N, (Np + 8)(2Ns +4—Np)

(g2, 2.) = (

x[4—2N; — Ny + 4/(4—2N; — Np)2 + 16N (N, + 8)]),
(34)

where both fermionic and bosonic two-point correlation or Green’s functions become anoma-
lous, governed by the respective anomalous dimensions, given by

Ny =2N;g? and ms = Npg’/2. (35)

When the Yukawa critical point is approached from the ordered side of the transition, the
residue of the NH fermionic quasiparticle pole vanishes as Zg ~ (mg)"¥/2, where my is

12
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the fermionic mass, and its ratio with the bosonic mass (mpg) also takes a universal value
mlz3 / mlz: ~ A./g.. The RG flow equation for the relevant coupling at the Yukawa critical point
reads

9 2 Ny +2
Bmz =my|2—2Nsg*— (36)
that determines the correlation length exponent
1 N 2+N
y= -+ —Lg2 ® .. (37)

2 2g* 24

In two dimensions (¢ = 1) g2, A, ~ &, yielding non-mean-field critical exponents. Conse-
quently, the underlying quantum critical phenomenon is non-Gaussian in nature and the quan-
tum critical fluid corresponds to a non-Fermi liquid without any sharp quasiparticle excitations
(due to the non-trivial anomalous dimensions). By contrast, in three dimensions (¢ = 0) all
the critical exponents acquire their mean-field values, namely v = 1/2, ng = ng = 0, as then
g2 =, =0[37,38,46,/47]]. The resulting quantum phase transition is therefore Gaussian in
nature and the Yukawa-Lorentz symmetric quantum critical fluid is a marginal Fermi liquid, in
which residues of NH fermionic and bosonic quasiparticle poles decay logarithmically slowly.

Our field theoretic predictions regarding the generic emergence of the Yukawa-Lorentz
symmetry and the associated quantum critical phenomena can be tested from lattice-based
quantum Monte Carlo simulations and exact diagonalization, for example. These approaches
have already been pursued for correlated Hermitian birefringent Dirac systems in two and
three spatial dimensions without encountering the infamous sign problem for the Hubbard
interaction in the former method [|13,/15]. Recently, the same numerical method has been
successfully applied to NH Dirac systems with a similar hopping imbalance in the opposite di-
rections between the nearest-neighbor sites on graphene’s honeycomb lattice in the presence
of the on-site Hubbard interaction [48]. The nature of the Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry can be
pinned from the difference between the real-space two-point correlation functions, computed
in the opposite directions for any pair of nearest-neighbor sites near the quantum phase transi-
tion. Namely, for the NH (Hermitian) Yukawa-Lorentz symmetry this quantity should be finite
(zero). In addition, mean-field analysis [|9}/16]] can be useful to scrutinize the impact of the NH
parameter on the requisite strength of microscopic interactions for the nucleation of various
ordered phases and the competition among them. Altogether, the current work should open
new research directions, unfolding the effects of electron-electron interactions on the global
phase diagram of NH birefringent Dirac fermions.
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A Details of RG calculations near CI mass generation

In this appendix, we show the details of RG calculations, leading to the flow equations
for various velocity parameters and the birefringent parameter close to the CI mass genera-
tion. The contribution from the one-loop fermionic self-energy diagram near a class I mass

13



SciPost Physics Submission

generation quantum critical point can be written as

. 2 ddP *® do . . .
S(iv,k)=g — M;Gp(iw, p)M;Gg(iv—iw,k—p)

2n) )__ 2=
dd *d
=g’ f o f_wﬁ(iw—ﬂm(p))

5 (0?+v2(1+ p2)p? —2Bv2Hp1(p)Ho2(p))
(02 +v2(1+ B)2p2) (@2 + v (1= BpA(»— ) +vi(k—p)?]

(A1)

where Hyq(k) = Tjk; and Hyy(k) = f‘jk]-, and summation over repeated spatial index
j is assumed. To compute the RG flow equations of various parameters, appearing in
H;;%H(k), we only need the divergent (div) pieces of (i, k), denoted by Zd¥(iy, k),
which we compute using the dimensional regularization around three spatial dimensions with
d = 3 — ¢ and the method of minimal subtraction. Then the divergent contributions are
identified as 1/ poles [137,38]]. As to the leading-order there is no overlapping divergence
»dv(iy k) = 24V(ip,0) + 24V(0, k). After some straightforward but lengthy algebra and
performing the integral over the Matsubara frequency (w), we find

5dv(0, k) = — g? dip Z HyP(p) +tpH (p)
4vv, ) (2n)d = |pllk —pllv,(1+<p)Ip|+ v,k —pl]
Lk (v, +v, )2 (v, +2v,)—v3p2
B 471?28[_ 3v v [(v, +v,)2— p2v2]2
v v, +3v2—v(p2—1)

3v,[(v, +v,)2— p2v2]2

NH
Hg " (k)

H})“zH(k)] +0(1), (A.2)

where H(l)\'jH(k) = v, Hyj(k) + v, MHyj(k) for j = 1 and 2. Following similar steps, we find
the divergent piece of the fermionic self-energy diagram for zero external momentum to be

2 (iy,0) = g2 J

d

d *d
oy Lo o (iw—Huu(p))

y (0®+v2(1+ p2)p? —2pv2Ho1(p)Ho2(p))
(w2 +v2(1+ p)2p2) (w2 +vZ(1—P)2p2)((v— )2 +v]p2)
g2ve (v, +v, ) +v2p2

=(iv) 4% v (v, +v. )2 —ﬂ2v3]2)+ o(1). (A.3)

We then obtain the following renormalization conditions

2 4—E gzk—s
Zy + AmZe B(v,,v,,B)=1, ZyZy + Py L(v,,v,,B)=1,
g2 —&
and ZyZoZp — A M(v,v,,p)=1, (A.4)
where Q =v,_ or v and
_ (v, +v, )2 +v2p2 _ (v, + v, )2 (v, +2v,)—v3p2
vB[(vF +vB)2—[52vF2]2’ 3vFvB[(vF+vB)2—ﬁ2vF2]2 ’
v v, +3v2—v2(p2—1)
and M = (A.5)

v [(v,+v,)2— [321/},2]2
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with X = X(v,, vB, pB) for X = B,L, and M. From these conditions, we arrive at the RG flow
equations for v, v, and f3, shown in Egs. (22) and (23).

Next we proceed to compute the bosonic self-energy correction, given by

2 dd S do

Once again, we are interested only in the divergent part of IIg(, k), denoted by Hgi"( v, k),
which we identify as 1/¢ pole by performing the momentum integral in dimensions d = 3—e¢.
As the one-loop bosonic self-energy diagram is also devoid of any overlapping divergences,
Hgi"( v, k)= Hgi"( 1,0) + ngiV(o, k). For zero external momentum, after completing the trace
(Tr) algebra and integration over the Matsubara frequency () we find

. _ g 2p[4p*(1—p*) +1*]
" (%,0)= 5 (4N f @y [4p2(1+ )2 + »2T14p2(— B2 + 77]

__ g2Nsv=* 2 1+3p2 N
8n2¢ v3(1—p2)3

o(1), (A.7)

where N is the number of four-component fermions. In order to extract Hgi"(O, k), we expand
the corresponding integrand to the quadratic order in k and subsequently perform the integral
over p ind = 3 —¢, yielding

. g2k~ Ns\ 3+2
(o0, k) = —( 4 ) £ v2k* + 0(1). (A.8)
8n2ev3 ) 3(1—p2)
We then obtain the following renormalization conditions
2 —E 2 — 2
g°Nev™* 1+3p2 g°Nek™ 3+42pB2 Vv

Zy+— B _ 1, and Z,Z,» + — B~ % _ 1, (A.9)

8n2v3e (1—p2)3 B 8m2v3e 3(1—p2)v?2

from which we obtain the RG flow equation for v,, shown in Eq. (24).

B Details of RG calculations near CII mass generation

In this appendix, we show the details of RG calculations, leading to the flow equations for
various velocity parameters and the birefringent parameter close to the CII mass generation.
The fermionic self-energy correction due to class II mass ordering takes the form

S(iv,k)=g ZJ 2n )df —M’GF(lw pIM GB(iv—iw,k—p). (B.1)

As discussed in the previous appendix, we only compute the divergent pieces of the self-energy
term for zero external frequency and momentum separately. After some lengthy, but straight-
forward algebra the first quantity reads as

g2 dip Hy''(p)

»4v(0,k) = — >
2vv, ) @2n)d & pllk —pllv,(1+7B)Ipl+ v, |k —pl]
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k—¢ (v, +v, )2 (v, +2v,)—v3p2
(5

4n2e 3v v [(v, +v,)2—p2v2]2

)ﬁglﬂ(k) +0(1), (B.2)
where I:I(I;IjH(p) = v, Hyj(k) — v, MH,y;(k) for j = 1 and 2. The divergent piece of the
fermionic self-energy diagram for zero external momentum reads as

(i, 0)

2

dip f°° do ia)(co2+vF2(1+/32)p2)

(27) )_oo 27 (w2 + v2(1+ B)2p2)(w? + v2(1— )2p2)((v— w)? + v2p2)
g2ve (v, +v)>+v2p2
=2(iv) )+ o(1). (B.3)

an2e v [(v, +v,)2— p2v2]2

Upon taking into account the divergent contributions from the fermionic self-energy diagram,
we follow the procedure outlined in the previous appendix to arrive at the flow equations for
V., vV, and 3, reported in Egs. (25)-(27).

The contribution from the one-loop bosonic self-energy diagram in this case reads as

W (n k) = -5 d’p 4O 1 M o, p)M Go(» + 0, K + )] (B.4)
) = — w, w, ) .
B 2 | myd ) 2m ORI P

for j = 1 and 2, representing two bosonic modes associated with a two-component order-
parameter field in d = 2. The divergent part of this diagram for zero external momentum is
readily found following the steps outlined in the last appendix, yielding

g2v—£ v21+%ﬁ4_%6
—( . )—‘; 5 v +0(1), (B.5)
8n2¢ J vi vy(1—p2)3

F

4 (v,0) =

which is independent of j. The computation of the bosonic self-energy diagram for zero ex-
ternal frequency is somewhat tedious and lengthy, leading to
g2 N j k—¢

f 2 1i1.27,,2
8n2v? 60 e+ Lyky Iv,

(0, k) = — +o(1). (B.6)

£

It manifests explicit rotational symmetry breaking at any intermediate scale. Here,

YT 10—18p2+ 7p%+x(50—42p2 + 7p%)

1—p2
10—2p2+3p%+x(50—18p2 + 3p4
and L} =12 = p~+3p ( p~+3p ), (B.7)
y 1—p2

with x = (vlf + v]fH) / sz. The explicit rotational symmetry breaking manifests via different RG
flow equations for the x and y components of the bosonic velocity, respectively denoted by
v, and vy, - They can be extracted from the renormalization conditions following the steps
shown in the previous appendix. In order to demonstrate the emergent rotational symmetry
near the associated Yukawa quantum critical point, we extract the RG flow equations for the
following combinations of the bosonic velocities v: = (va +tv,, )/2and v = (va —Vv, )/2,

shown in Eq. (28).
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C Details of RG calculations near CIII mass generation

In this appendix, we show the details of RG calculations, leading to the flow equations for
various velocity parameters and the birefringent parameter close to the CIII mass generation.
The fermionic self-energy correction near the class III mass nucleation reads as

. 2 ddP * do . . .
d(iv,k)=g — M Grliw, p)MyGe(iv—iw,k —p)

@2n)d |__, 2n
dd “d
=g? (zﬂl))dJ %(iw—Hfle(pHﬁngH(p))

(0?+v2(1+ p2)p2+2pv2Hp (p)Hoz2(p))

X . (C.1)
(@2 +v2(1+ p)2p2)(w? + v2(1— Bp2)(»— w)* + vi(k— p)?)
Following similar steps, outlined in the previous two appendices we find
, k—¢ (v, +v)2%(v, +2v,)—v3p2
(0, k) = g [— o Hy (R)
4n2¢ 3v v [(v, +v,)2—p2v ]2
4v v +3v2—v2(p2—1)
- ﬁH(l)\‘zH(k)] +0(1) (C.2)
v, [(v,+v,)2—p2v7]2

and

dives g2 (v v )2 +v2p2
XMY({iv,0)=(iv) A2 PCORETAL —ﬂzvf]z) +o(1). (C.3)

From the divergent pieces of the fermionic self-energy diagram, we arrive at the RG flow
equations for v, v, and f, shown in Egs. and (31)), following the steps outlined in

Appendix [Al

NH

On the other hand, the one-loop bosonic self-energy diagram in this case takes the form

g2 [ dip Joo dw

Op(v,k)=—— — Tr[MGp(w, p)MiGe(v + w,k + p)]. (C4
2 (2m)d T

oo 2

The divergent pieces of the one-loop bosonic self-energy diagram are given by

. g2V tN;
div —_ 2
;" (v,0) = ( Sris ) v +0(1)
, g2k™*N;\ 3—6p2 + p*
and nﬁ”(o,k):—( f) p~+P v2k?2 + 0(1). (C.5)
8n2ev3 31—p2) °F

F

Subsequently, we follow the steps outlined previously to obtain the renormalization conditions
and the RG flow equation for v, shown in Eq. (32).
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