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Abstract

In integrable spin chains, the spectral problem can be solved by the method of Bethe ansatz,
which transforms the problem of diagonalization of the Hamiltonian into the problem of
solving a set of algebraic equations named Bethe equations. In this work, we systemati-
cally investigate the spin-s XXX chain with twisted and open boundary conditions using
the rational Q-system, which is a powerful tool to solve Bethe equations. We establish ba-
sic frameworks of the rational Q-system and confirm its completeness numerically in both
cases. For twisted boundaries, we investigate the polynomiality conditions of the rational
Q-system and derive physical conditions for singular solutions of Bethe equations. For open
boundaries, we uncover novel phenomena such as hidden symmetries and boundary induced
strings under specific boundary parameters. Hidden symmetries lead to the appearance of
extra degeneracies in the Hilbert space, while the boundary induced string is a novel type
of exact string configuration, whose length depends on the boundary magnetic fields. These
findings, supported by both analytical and numerical evidences, offer new insights into the
interplay between symmetries and boundary conditions.
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1 Introduction

Quantum integrable models are distinguished by their capacity to yield exact solutions for
a variety of physical quantities. Such solvability stems from the presence of a sufficient
number of conserved quantities within the system. The Bethe Ansatz serves as a powerful
tool to solve quantum integrable models, allowing physical quantities to be expressed in
terms of solutions of the Bethe equations, which are a set of algebraic equations. However,
the problem of whether the Bethe ansatz produces all eigenstates of the Hamiltonian is by
no means a simple task. To understand this question, a systematic analysis of Bethe roots
and a method to generate all possible physical solutions are required.
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A prototype of quantum integrable model is the spin-1
2

Heisenberg spin chain with the
periodic boundary condition. It is important not only because of its potential to describe
phenomena in the real world, but also its relationship with conformal field theories [1] and
supersymmetric gauge theories like the N = 4 super-Yang-Mills theory [2]. Notably, in
the planar limit of N = 4 super-Yang-Mills theory, the one-loop anomalous dimensions of
certain single-trace operators map directly to the spectrum of this spin chain, such as the
results shown in [2]. This relationship highlights the role of spin chain as a cornerstone for
investigating the spectrum of operators in the N = 4 super-Yang-Mills theory.

The study of the Bethe equations has a long history [3–16], dating back to the original
work of Hans Bethe [17]. For the eigenstate with M down-spins and L −M up-spins, the
corresponding Bethe equations are of the form(

uk + i
2

uk − i
2

)L

= −
M∏
j=1

uk − uj + i

uk − uj − i
, k = 1, . . . ,M. (1.1)

Typically, for given L andM , this equation will have both physical solutions and non-physical
solutions. ‘Non-physical’ here means that although they are solutions of the Bethe equation,
the corresponding state constructed by Bethe ansatz is not the eigenstate of the Hamiltonian.
There are two kinds of non-physical solutions [12, 18]. One kind refers to the case when a
Bethe solution characterizing a given state (we call it a solution) includes roots ±i/2, which
are called singular roots [6, 19]. The sequence of Bethe roots {+i/2,−i/2} constitutes a
singular string, which is a configuration that either appears in its entirety within a Bethe
solution or is entirely absent1. The other kind refers to the case when any two roots in a
Bethe solution coincide with each other, which are called repeated roots. To exclude these
non-physical roots from solutions of the Bethe equation, additional conditions should be
satisfied, which can be derived using the algebraic Bethe ansatz [20]. These conditions are
called physical conditions.

To exclude these non-physical solutions, various reformulations of the Bethe equation
have been proposed, from which physical conditions can be easily derived. One of them is
called the TQ-equation [4,21–24]. By solving this equation, non-physical repeated roots are
automatically eliminated. However, we still have non-physical singular roots. The physical
conditions for these kinds of solutions are related to the polynomiality of the second solution
of the TQ-relation, called the P -function. But to impose the polynomiality condition for the
P -function in practice is not efficient for numerical calculations. Fortunately, there is another
reformulation called the rational Q-system which can eliminate all the non-physical roots
[25–33]. At the same time, the polynomiality conditions for those Q-functions appearing in
the rational Q-system is efficient for numerical calculation. The numerical method based on
this reformulation is much faster than directly solving the Bethe equations and turns out to
be quite useful for obtaining all solutions of the Bethe equations at once for given L and M .

The success of the rational Q-system in spin-1
2

XXX chain motivates the research of more
general integrable spin chains [25–40]. In [33], the authors consider the spin-s XXX chain

1This ”all-or-none” behavior generalizes to higher spins: For a spin-s system, the singular string is defined
as the sequence {is, i(s− 1), ...,−is}, which similarly manifests as an indivisible unit in solutions.
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with the periodic boundary condition, and they construct the generalized version of the
rational Q-system and derive the corresponding physical conditions. Also in [27], the author
generalize the construction of the rational Q-system to the spin-1

2
XXX chain with open

boundary conditions. For spin-s XXX chain with open boundary conditions, the spectrum
has been discussed in [38].

The goal of this paper is to extend the construction of the rational Q-system to two
important cases: the spin-sXXX chain with twisted boundary conditions and the spin-sXXX
chain with open boundary conditions. These spin chains are related to the operator spectrum
of γ-deformed N = 4 super-Yang-Mills theory [41–43] and the correlators are related to open
string states in the N = 4 super-Yang-Mills theory [44–51], respectively. For both cases,
we present the construction of the rational Q-systems. For the spin-s XXX chain with
twisted boundary conditions, we demonstrate the equivalence between the polynomiality of
the P -function, introduced within the T Q-system2, and the polynomiality of the rational Q-
system. Through numerical evidence, we confirm the absence of physical singular solutions
and physical solutions with repeated roots in this case, and check the completeness of the
rational Q-system.

For the spin-s XXX chain with open boundary conditions, we uncover intriguing phenom-
ena such as hidden symmetries and the emergence of boundary induced string when specific
constraints on the boundary parameters α, β, spin-s, the length of chains L and the magnon
number M are satisfied. Hidden symmetries arise when α− β is an integer, leading to extra
degeneracies in the spectrum. These extra degeneracies is caused by operators denoted as
q̂p0α , which commute with the Hamiltonian in the Hilbert subspace with fixed magnon num-
ber M . The boundary induced strings can also arise when α−β := k ∈ Z+, which is a novel
type of exact string configuration related to boundary magnetic fields. They corresponds to
the following set of roots:{

i
(
α− 1

2

)
, i
(
α− 3

2

)
, . . . , i

(
α− 2k−1

2

)}
,

and
{
−i
(
α− 1

2

)
,−i

(
α− 3

2

)
, . . . ,−i

(
α− 2k−1

2

)}
,

(1.2)

These are different from the usual string configuration in the case of the periodic bound-
ary condition. These findings are supported by both analytical derivations and numerical
results. The presence of hidden symmetries and boundary induced strings highlights the
rich structure of integrable spin chains with open boundaries, offering new insights into their
symmetries and Hilbert space.

The structure of the paper is as follows. In section 2, we review previous construction
of the Q-system for the spin-s XXX chain with the periodic boundary condition [33]. In
section 3, we present the spin-s Q-system for the spin-s XXX chain with twisted boundary
conditions and check the completeness of the rational Q-system numerically. In section 4,
we present the spin-s Q-system for the spin-s XXX chain with open boundary condition and
also discuss the hidden symmetries and equators in detail both analytically and numerically.
In section 5, we conclude this article and discuss future directions.

2We use the notaion ‘T Q’ here instead of ‘TQ’ because T refers to the T -series introduced later in this
paper.
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2 The Periodic Boundary Condition

In this section, we review the framework of the rational Q-system for the spin-s XXX chain
with the periodic boundary condition [33]. While this construction provides the starting
point for our analysis, its generalization to twisted and open boundaries in subsequent
sections will reveal novel physical phenomena, including hidden symmetries and emergent
boundary induced strings.

2.1 The Spin-s Bethe Equation

The Hamiltonian of Heisenberg spin-1
2

XXX chain with the periodic boundary conditions
Sn+L = Sn is [52]

H = −
L∑

n=1

(Sn · Sn+1) , (2.1)

for higher spin case, there will be some other terms, some explicit forms of Hamiltonian are
listed in [33].

For the spin-s XXX chain, the corresponding Bethe equations have the following form(
uk + is

uk − is

)L

=
M∏
j ̸=k

uk − uj + i

uk − uj − i
, k = 1, . . . ,M, (2.2)

where L is the length of the spin chain and M is the number of magnons. Roughly speaking,
there are two cases where non-physical solutions exist, as we mentioned in the introduction:

The first case is called singular solutions. In this case, the Bethe solution contains a
string of Bethe roots in the form {is, i(s− 1), . . . ,−is}. Since the energy of the Bethe state
corresponding to a particular Bethe solution {u1, . . . , uM} is given by3

E ∼
M∑
j=1

s

u2j + s2
, (2.3)

a direct substitution of the Bethe solution into this expression yields divergent results, and
the corresponding Bethe state is null. If some extra constraints, dubbed as physical con-
straints, are satisfied by the corresponding Bethe solutions, these null Bethe states can be
regularized to yield eigenstates of the Hamiltonian. If physical constraints are not satisfied,
the corresponding Bethe solution is known to be non-physical.

The second case is called repeated solutions. In this case, some of the Bethe roots in a
Bethe solution are the same4. Applying the transfer matrix to the Bethe state corresponding
to such kind of Bethe solution will lead to extra terms. The requirement that these extra
terms should vanish also leads to extra constraints. Numerical evidence shows that after

3The tilde here means the equality up to a possible shift of constant.
4Note that a Bethe solution can be both singular and repeated.
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L M NBAE Ns(L,M)
2 1 1 1
2 2 3 1
3 1 2 2
3 2 6 3
3 3 15 1
4 1 3 3
4 2 10 6
4 3 29 6

Table 1: s = 1

L M NBAE Ns(L,M)
2 1 1 1
2 2 3 1
2 3 8 1
3 1 2 2
3 2 5 3
3 3 18 4

Table 2: s = 3/2

considering all possible physical conditions, the Bethe ansatz can generate correct number
of physical states. For the spin-s XXX chain with the periodic boundary condition, the
expected number of physical solutions for the sector with M magnons is

Ns(L,M) = cs(L,M) − cs(L,M − 1), (2.4)

where

cs(L;M) =

⌊L+M−1
2s+1 ⌋∑
j=0

(−1)j
(
L

j

)(
L+M − 1 − (2s+ 1)j

L− 1

)
. (2.5)

Note that the term −cs(L,M − 1) in this counting equation is related to the number of
SU(2) descendant states.

We can check that the number of the solutions of Bethe ansatz equations, NBAE, and the
expected number of the solutions, Ns(L,M), satisfy the relation NBAE ≥ Ns(L,M). And
the solutions of Bethe ansatz equations include repeated, singular, and regular solutions. In
Table 1 and 2, we give examples to show that typically Bethe equations give more solutions
than physical ones. These examples illustrate that Bethe equations typically yield too many
solutions, which means that we need more constraints to eliminate all non-physical solutions.

2.2 The TQ-relation

The Bethe equations can be reformulated into the following TQ-relation

τ(u)Q(u) = (u+ is)LQ(u− i) + (u− is)LQ(u+ i), (2.6)

where τ(u) is the eigenvalue of the transfer matrix. This is a polynomial of degree L. For a
Bethe solution {u1, u2, . . . , uM}, the Q-function is defined to be

Q(u) =
M∏
j=1

(u− uj). (2.7)
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By taking u = uk for k = 1, . . . ,M , the TQ-relation becomes that

(uk + is)LQ(uk − i)

(uk − is)LQ(uk + i)
= −1, (2.8)

which are Bethe equations. For the case of repeated roots, there will be a higher order zero
on the left hand side of the TQ-relation. Thus there should be a zero of the same order on
the right hand side of the TQ-relation, which leads to more constraints. These are just the
physical conditions for the repeated roots.

Since the TQ-relation (2.6) is a second-order difference equation for the function Q(u),
there should be another solution which is linearly independent of the function Q(u). We call
it the P -function P (u). One can prove that the Q-function and the P -function satisfy the
equation

P (u+ i
2
)Q(u− i

2
) − P (u− i

2
)Q(u+ i

2
) =

2s−1∏
k=0

(u− i(s− k − 1
2
))L, (2.9)

which is called the Wronskian relation. Generally speaking, the P -function is not a polyno-
mial and also not unique. However, one can proof that the additional requirement of P (u)
being a polynomial implies the physical conditions for the singular roots [33]. Thus, the
TQ-relation with the requirement that τ(u), Q(u) and P (u) are polynomials will give all
constraints to select all the physical solutions.

2.3 The Rational Q-system

Although it is possible to impose all needed extra constraints in the formulation of the TQ-
relation, the situation is not so satisfactory since numerically it is not efficient to impose
the polynomiality of the function P (u). Fortunately, there is another way to reformulate it,
called the rational Q-system. In this part, we will review the construction of the rational
Q-system for the spin-s XXX chain.

The the rational Q-system is a system of Q-functions defined on nodes of a Young diagram
with M boxes in the first row and 2sL−M boxes in the second row, as shown in Figure 1.
On each node of the Young diagram there is a corresponding Q-function denoted as Qa,b.

Such a system of Q-functions satisfies the following three requirements:

The QQ-relation The Q-functions satisfy the QQ-relations

Qa,b+1Qa+1,b = Q+
a,bQ

−
a+1,b+1 −Q−

a,bQ
+
a+1,b+1. (2.10)

Here the notation f±(u) is defined to be f±(u) ≡ f(u ± i
2
). One can see that for each box

of the Young diagram there is an associated QQ-relation.
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Figure 1: The Young diagram corresponding to the rational Q-system. There is an Q-
function on vertices of each square and an QQ-relation associated to each box. The subscript
of the notation Qa,b encodes the location: a, b denotes the a-th row from the bottom to the
top and the b-th column from the left to the right.

Boundary Conditions Introducing the functions5

γ(u) ≡
2s−1∏
k=1

(u− i(s− k))L, qγ(u) ≡
2s−1∏
k=0

(u− i(s− k − 1
2
))L, (2.11)

then boundary conditions of the Q-system fix the Q-functions at upper and left boundaries
of the Young diagram in the following way

Q0,0(u) = qγ(u), Q1,0(u) = Q(u),

Q2,b(u) = 1, b = 0, 1, . . . ,M.
(2.12)

Analyticity Requirements Q0,1/γ and all other Q-functions should be polynomials. Ac-
tually, this is not the minimal analyticity requirement of the rational Q-system. It has been
proved that once we require Q0,1/γ and Q0,2s+1 to be polynomial, the full analyticity re-
quirement will be automatically satisfied [33]. The minimal analyticity requirement is that
Q0,1/γ and Q0,2s+1 are polynomials.

Here we shortly explain why the rational Q-system works. Taking the two QQ-relations
associated to the first column of the Young diagram, we have

Q1,1 = Q+
1,0 −Q−

1,0,

Q1,0Q0,1 = Q+
0,0Q

−
1,1 −Q−

0,0Q
+
1,1.

(2.13)

Taking u = uk for k = 1, . . . ,M and using the fact that Q1,0(uk) = 0, it is easy to get
Bethe equations from these QQ-relations. Also, it has been proved that requiring Q0,1/γ
and Q0,2s+1 to be polynomial implies that the second solution of the TQ-relation P (u) is
also a polynomial, thus all required constraints for physical solutions are also contained in
the rational Q-system.

To solve the rational Q-system numerically, one could follow the steps below:

5We define γ(u) = 1 when s = 1
2 .
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Figure 2: Relations among Bethe equations, the TQ-relation, and the rational Q-system.

1. Make a polynomial ansatz for the function Q1,0:

Q1,0(u) = uM +
M−1∑
k=0

cku
k, (2.14)

where the coefficients ck are to be solved numerically.

2. Solve the Q-functions Q1,n iteratively using the QQ-relation

Q1,n(u) = Q1,n−1(u+ i
2
) −Q1,n−1(u− i

2
). (2.15)

3. Solve the Q-functions Q0,n iteratively using the QQ-relation

Q0,n(u) =
Q0,n−1(u+ i

2
)Q1,n(u− i

2
) −Q0,n−1(u− i

2
)Q1,n(u+ i

2
)

Q1,n−1(u)
. (2.16)

4. Solve the zero reminder equations6 for Q0,n where n = 1, . . . , 2s+ 1 when M ≥ 2s+ 1,
otherwise solve zero reminder equation for Q0,1. Numerical values of ck (k = 1 . . . ,M−
1) will be obtained.

5. Solve the equation Q1,0(u) = 0 to obtain the Bethe roots.

The relations between Bethe equations, the TQ-relation, and the rational Q-system can
be summarized in Figure 2:

2.4 From the Q-system to T Q-relations
For later convenience, we introduce the T -series and a sequence of T Q-relations7. Define

Tn = Q+
0,n +Q−

0,n −Q0,n+1, n = 0, 1, . . . , (2.17)

6In order to keep the polynomiality of Q0,n(u), the remainder on the right hand side should be zero,
which results in what we call the zero remainder equation.

7We use the notation Tn here to distinguish it from the function τ appearing in the previously introduced
TQ-relation. They are related by equation (2.19).
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and from QQ-relations we know that

TnQ1,n = Q+
0,nQ

−−
1,n +Q−

0,nQ
++
1,n , n = 0, . . . , 2sL−M. (2.18)

It is proven that T0 is related to the eigenvalue of the transfer matrix τ in the following
way [33]

T0(u) = τ(u)γ(u). (2.19)

3 Twisted Boundary Conditions

In this section we present the construction of the rational Q-system for closed spin-s XXX
chain with twisted boundary condition. We also prove the equivalence between the poly-
nomiality of P -function and the polynomiality of Q-functions Q0,1/γ, Q0,2s+1. Numerically
we find that the rational Q-system gives the correct number of eigenstates for spin-s XXX
chain with twisted boundary condition.

3.1 Twisted Boundary Conditions

For a length-L spin chain, twisted boundary conditions are given by

Sz
L+1 = Sz

1 , S±
L+1 = e±iθS±

1 , (3.1)

where S±,z
n are generators of sl(2) acting on site-n and with the same Hamiltonian (2.1)

when s = 1
2
. There is also another equivalent form of Hamiltonian(s = 1

2
) [53]

Hθ = 4
L∑

n=1

(
1

4
− Sz

nS
z
n+1 −

eiθ/L

2
S+
n S

−
n+1 −

eiθ/L

2
S−
n S

+
n+1

)
, (3.2)

with S±
n = Sx

n ± iSy
n and the periodic boundary condition S±,z

L+1 = S±,z
1 .

The twisted boundary condition will break the SU(2) symmetry of the Hamiltonian with
the periodic boundary condition to the U(1) symmetry. XXX chain with twisted boundary
conditions can be solved by Bethe ansatz, and the corresponding Bethe equations are

eiθ
(
uk + is

uk − is

)L M∏
j=1,j ̸=i

uk − uj − i

uk − uj + i
= 1, k = 1, . . . ,M. (3.3)

However, not all solutions from Bethe equations are physical. The solutions from Bethe
equations include repeated solutions, singular solutions and regular solutions. The type of
solutions for twisted boundary conditions is same as the type for periodic boundary condi-
tions. Table 3 presents an example of Bethe solutions. For L = 5,M = 2, s = 1/2, θ = 1/3,
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repeated {1.733,1.733},{-1.38,-1.38},{0.389,0.389},{-0.338,-0.338},{0.017,0.017}
singular {−1/2i, 1/2i}

regular

{−11.989 − 6.007i,−11.989 + 6.007i}, {−9.117, 0.169},
{−8.903,−0.157}, {−9.423, 0.708}, {−8.499,−0.677},

{0.385 − 0.506i, 0.385 + 0.506i}, {−0.03, 0.47},
{−0.249 − 0.501i,−0.249 + 0.501i}, {−0.406, 0.061}, {−0.468, 0.535}

Table 3: For L = 5,M = 2, s = 1/2, θ = 1/3, there are 5 repeated solutions, 1 singular
solution and 10 regular solutions from Bethe ansatz equations.

there are 16 solutions from Bethe ansatz equations. However, according to the completeness,
for U(1) symmetric case, the expected number of solutions should be

N U(1)
s (L,M) = cs(L,M), (3.4)

where cs(L;M) is given by (2.5). For the case in Table 3, the expected number of solutions
is 10. The Bethe ansatz equations give too many solutions. So we need the Q-system to
eliminate all non-physical solutions8.

3.2 The Rational Q-system

The QQ-relation for the twisted version of the rational Q-system is given by

Qa+1,bQa,b+1 = κaQ
+
a,bQ

−
a+1,b+1 −Q−

a,bQ
+
a+1,b+1, (3.5)

where κ0 = κ ≡ eiθ, κ1 = 1. The boundary conditions here are the same as the twistless
case reviewed in Section 29:

Q0,0(u) = qγ(u), Q1,0(u) = Q(u) =
M∏
j=1

(u− uj) = uM +
M−1∑
k=0

cku
k,

Q2,b(u) = 1, b = 0, 1, . . . ,M.

(3.6)

We expect that the minimal analyticity requirement should also be the same, i.e., Q0,1/γ
and Q0,2s+1 are polynomials.

The twisted version of QQ-relations also encode twisted Bethe equations. Taking the
QQ-relations associated to the first column of the Young diagram, we have

Q1,1 = Q+
1,0 −Q−

1,0,

Q1,0Q0,1 = κQ+
0,0Q

−
1,1 −Q−

0,0Q
+
1,1.

(3.7)

8The Bethe states about non-physical solutions are not eigenstates of the Hamiltonian.
9The value of θ is taken in the sense of modulo 2π.
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Taking u = uk for k = 1, . . . ,M , we have

κ
Q+

0,0(uk)Q−−
1,0 (uk)

Q−
0,0(uk)Q++

1,0 (uk)
= −1. (3.8)

This is just the twisted Bethe equation (3.3).

3.3 From the Q-system to T Q-relations
Define the T -series in the following way

Tn ≡ κQ+
0,n +Q−

0,n −Q0,n+1, (3.9)

then by QQ-relations we have

TnQ1,n = κQ+
0,nQ

−−
1,n +Q−

0,nQ
++
1,n . (3.10)

Taking n = 0 we have

T0Q1,0 = κQ+
0,0Q

−−
1,0 +Q−

0,0Q
++
1,0 . (3.11)

Using the fact that

Q−
0,0(u) = q−γ (u) = γ(u)(u− is)L, Q+

0,0(u) = q+γ (u) = γ(u)(u+ is)L, (3.12)

we have

T0

γ
Q1,0 = κ(u+ is)LQ−−

1,0 + (u− is)LQ++
1,0 . (3.13)

If T0/γ is a polynomial, then by taking u = uk we obtain the twisted Bethe equations.

3.4 The P -function

In this part we introduce the P -function in the twisted case and give the explicit expression
for it.

In the case of the periodic boundary condition, the P -function is defined to be the second
solution of the T Q-relation. Here the P -function is defined to be the solution of the following
equation

T0P = Q+
0,0P

−− + κQ−
0,0P

++, (3.14)

which is slightly different from (3.11). Together with (3.11) we know that the P -function
and Q-function satisfy the Wronskian relation

qγ =

∣∣∣∣ Q− Q+

κ−1P− P+

∣∣∣∣ . (3.15)
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We can express Q0,1 and T0 by Q and P by using QQ-relations (3.5) and T Q-relations
(3.10)

Q0,1 =

∣∣∣∣ (DQ)− (DQ)+

(DκP )−κ (DκP )+κ

∣∣∣∣ ,
T0 =

∣∣∣∣ Q−− Q++

P−−
κ P++

κ

∣∣∣∣ , (3.16)

where we introduced the notations

f [+n]
κ ≡ κ

n
2 f [+n],

f [±n](u) ≡ f(u± in
2

),

Dκf ≡ f+
κ − f−

κ = κ
1
2f+ − κ−

1
2f−.

(3.17)

When κ = 1, we have Dκf = Df = f+ − f−. It is easy to check the following identity:

(Dκ1f)+κ2
= Dκ1(f

+
κ2

), ∀κ1, κ2. (3.18)

Then, using the mathematical induction and T Q-relations (3.10), we can express all the
Q-functions and P -functions in terms of Q and P :

Q1,n = DnQ,

Q0,n = κ
n−1
2

∣∣∣∣ (DnQ)− (DnQ)+

(Dn
κP )−κ (Dn

κP )+κ

∣∣∣∣ ,
Tn = κ

n
2

∣∣∣∣ (DnQ)−− (DnQ)++

(Dn
κP )−−

κ (Dn
κP )++

κ

∣∣∣∣ .
(3.19)

Now we construct the explicit expression for general P -function. The Wronskian relation
(3.15) can be rewritten as

qγ = Q0,0 = κ−
1
2

∣∣∣∣ Q− Q+

P−
κ P+

κ

∣∣∣∣ . (3.20)

Plugging the Wronskian relation into the T Q-relation (3.10), we have

T0

Q++Q−− =
κq+γ
Q++Q

+
q−γ

QQ−−

=

(
κP++

Q++
− P

Q

)
+

(
P

Q
− κ−1P−−

Q−−

)
≡ S+

κ + S−
κ ,

(3.21)

where we introduced the function S

S ≡ κ
1
2P+

Q+
− κ−

1
2P−

Q− , (3.22)
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and the notation

f(Q,P )[+n]
κ ≡ f(Q[+n], κ

n
2P [+n]). (3.23)

Using the Wronskian relation (3.15), we have

S+
κ ≡ κP++

Q++
− P

Q
=

κq+γ
Q++Q

,

S−
κ ≡ P

Q
− κ−1P−−

Q−− =
q−γ

QQ−− .

(3.24)

Numerical evidence shows that for θ ̸= 0, if T0/γ is a polynomial, then there is no repeated
root given by zeros of the function Q10. Thus Q can be written as

Q(u) = Qs(u)Qr(u),

Qs(u) =
2s∏
j=0

[u− i(s− j)],
(3.25)

where Qr does not have singular roots. The function S−
κ can be decomposed in the following

way

S−
κ =

q−γ
QQ−− = π(u) +

q1(u)

Qr

+
q2(u)

Q−−
r

+
a1

u+ is
+

a2
u− i(s+ 1)

. (3.26)

In the above expression, π(u), q1(u) and q2(u) are polynomials and the degrees of q1(u),
q2(u) are less than the degree of Qr. a1, a2 are constants. For any given polynomial π(u),
there always exists a polynomial ρ(u), such that we can decompose π(u) as π(u) = ρ(u) −
κ−1ρ(u− i). Plugging (3.26) into (3.21), we have

T0

Q++
r Q−−

r Q++
s Q−−

s

=

(
π +

q1
Qr

+
q2
Q−−

r

+
a1

u+ is
+

a2
u− i(s+ 1)

)
+ κ

(
π++ +

q++
1

Q++
r

+
q++
2

Qr

+
a1

u+ i(s+ 1)
+

a2
u− i(s)

)
.

(3.27)

Taking the residue at zeros of Qr on both sides of this equation, we have

q1 + κq++
2 = 0, at zeros of Qr. (3.28)

Since degrees of polynomials q1, q2 are less than the degree of Qr, it is not hard to see that
the above equation actually holds at all u ∈ C. Then we have

S−
κ = ρ− κ−1ρ−− +

q1
Qr

− κ−1q−−
1

Q−−
r

+
a1

u+ is
+

a2
u− i(s+ 1)

. (3.29)

10We have verified this for several specific cases, including L = 6, M = 4, s = 1 with various generic
twists. These examples strongly support our conclusion. However, for larger systems, numerical confirma-
tion becomes increasingly computationally intensive, limiting our ability to extend the verification to more
extensive parameter sets.
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For the last two terms on the right hand side, we have

a1
u+ is

+
a2

u− i(s+ 1)

=

(
a1

u+ is
− κa2
u− is

)
− κ−1

(
a1

u+ i(s− 1)
− κa2
u− i(s+ 1)

)
+

κ−1a1
u+ i(s− 1)

+
κa2
u− is

=

(
a1

u+ is
− κa2
u− is

− iκ−1a1ψκ(−iu+ s) − iκa2ψκ(−iu− s+ 1)

)
− κ−1

(
a1

u+ i(s− 1)
− κa2
u− i(s+ 1)

− iκ−1a1ψκ(−iu+ s− 1) − iκa2ψκ(−iu− s)

)
,

(3.30)

where the function ψκ is defined as

ψκ(z) ≡ −γE +
∞∑
n=0

κn+1

(
1

n+ 1
− 1

n+ z

)
. (3.31)

Note that γE is the Euler constant. The function ψκ satisfies the equation

ψκ(z + 1) − κ−1ψκ(z) =
1

z
. (3.32)

For |κ| ≤ 1, the summation in (3.31) is convergent11. Since we only consider the case when
θ is real, this condition is satisfied.

Comparing (3.24) and the expansion (3.29), we know that the form of P -function should
be like

P = P0 +Q
(
−iκ−1a1ψκ(−iu+ s) − iκa2ψκ(−iu− s+ 1)

)
, (3.33)

where P0 is a polynomial of u. Here we used the equation (3.30). The expression for P
(3.33) can be also written in the form

P (u) = P0(u) +Q(u)
s∑

j=−(s−1)

ãjψκ(−iu+ j). (3.34)

For completeness, we emphasize that in case there are repeated roots when T0/γ is a
polynomial, the P -function can be written as12

P (u) = P0(u) +Q(u)
M−1∑
m=0

s∑
j=−(s−1)

a
(m)
j ψ(m)

κ (−iu+ j), (3.35)

11A solution of the difference equation F (z + 1)− κ−1F (z) = 1
z is given by

F (z) = −κΦ(κ, 1, z) + κ1−zc1(κ),

where Φ(κ, a, z) is the Lerch transcendent and c1(κ) is an arbitrary function about κ but independent of
z. However, Φ(κ, 1, z) is convergent with |κ| < 1 but divergent when κ = 1. To taking the twistless limit,
κ→ 1, we introduce the function ψκ(z).

12This can be derived in the same way as [33].
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which goes back to the expression for P in the twistless case [33] when taking θ → 0. On

the right hand side, a
(m)
j are again constants and functions ψ

(m)
κ (z) are defined as

ψ(m)
κ (z) ≡ dm

dzm
ψκ(z) = (−1)m+1m!

∞∑
n=0

κn+1 1

(n+ z)m+1
, (3.36)

which satisfy the equation

ψ(m)
κ (z + 1) − ψ(m)

κ (z) =
(−1)m+1m!

zm+1
ψ(m)
κ (z + 1) − ψ(m)

κ (z) =
(−1)m+1m!

zm+1
. (3.37)

Polynomiality Now we prove that the following two statements are equivalent to each
other:

(i) Q0,1/γ and Q0,2s+1 are polynomials.

(ii) The function P is a polynomial13.

From the definition of ψκ (3.31), we know that the singular points of ψκ are z = 0,−1,−2, ....
Therefore by (3.34), possible poles of P are given by u = i(s− 1), i(s− 2), i(s− 3), ....

By the T P -relation (3.14), we have the relation

T0

γ
P = (u+ is)LP−− + κ(u− is)LP++. (3.38)

Using the condition that T0/γ is a polynomial and taking u = is, we know from (3.38) that
the function P has no pole at u = i(s − 1). Then taking u = i(s − 1) for (3.38), we know
that the function P should be regular at u = i(s − 2). The same thing can be done till
taking u = −i(s−1), from which we know that P have no pole at u = −is. If we try to take
u = −is for (3.38), such kind of arguments breaks down. However, just as the process given
in [33], we can actually prove that if T2s is a polynomial, then the function P is regular at
u = −i(s + 1). Starting with this result and using (3.38), it is easy to see that P is regular
at u = −i(s + 2),−i(s + 3), . . . . Thus we conclude that if T0/γ and T2s are polynomials,
then function P is a polynomial.

By definition of Tn functions (3.9), it is easy to see that the condition Q0,1/γ is a polyno-
mial is equivalent to the condition that T0/γ is a polynomial. Actually, one can further prove
that if Q0,1/γ is a polynomial then T1, . . . , T2s−1 are also polynomials [33]. Then by (2.17),
we know that T2s is also a polynomial if we further assume that Q0,2s+1 is a polynomial.
Thus if Q0,1/γ and Q0,2s+1 are polynomials, then function P is a polynomial.

Assuming that function P is a polynomial, then by (3.19), all Q-functions are polynomi-
als. Then we conclude that the statement (i) and the statement (ii) are equivalent.

13Here P satisfies T P -relation (3.14), which includes the Bethe ansatz equations.

16



3.5 Physical Conditions

Under twisted boundary conditions, we propose that if a solution containing repeated roots
fails to yield a polynomial Q0,1/γ in the untwisted limit (θ = 0), these repeated roots persist
for any non-zero twist angle θ. It can be demonstrated through a proof by contradiction.
Assume, for contradiction, that these repeated roots split into distinct single roots when
θ ̸= 0, then Q0,1/γ must remain a polynomial for all θ due to the T Q-relation, including the
limit θ → 0. This directly contradicts the initial assumption that Q0,1/γ is non-polynomial
at θ = 0. Consequently, the repeated roots cannot split and must persist for any θ ̸= 0.

In the following, we also assume that twisted boundary conditions is a strong enough
regularization scheme such that there is no repeated root if Q0,1/γ is required to be a poly-
nomial.

Now we derive physical conditions for Bethe solutions with singular roots. The Wronskian
relation (3.15) can be rewritten as

P

Q
− κ−1P−−

Q−− =
q−γ

QQ−− , (3.39)

from which we can derive that

P [−2s−2]

Q[−2s−2]
=
P [2s+2]

Q[2s+2]
κ2s+2 −

2s+1∑
k=0

κ2s+2−kq
[2s+1−2k]
γ

Q[2s+2−2k]Q[2s−2k]
, (3.40)

which can be rewritten as

P [−2s−2]Q[2s+2] = P [2s+2]Q[−2s−2]κ2s+2 −Q[−2s−2]Q[2s+2]B, (3.41)

where

B ≡
2s+1∑
k=0

κ2s+2−kq
[2s+1−2k]
γ

Q[2s+2−2k]Q[2s−2k]
. (3.42)

Taking u = 0, since Q[2s+2](0) ̸= 0, we know that regularity of function P (u) at u = −i(s+1)
is equivalent to the regularity of B(u) at u = 0. Since for twisted boundary conditions with
general κ, numerical evidence shows that there is no repeated solution such that T0/γ is a
polynomial, we can write Q as Q = (u− is)(u− i(s− 1))...(u + is)Qr. Taking u = ϵ where
ϵ→ 0, we have

B(ϵ) =
1

ϵ

(i)L−2(2i)L−2(3i)L−2...(2si)L−2

i(2s+ 1)

[
κ2s+2

Q
[2s+2]
r (0)Q

[2s]
r (0)

− (−1)2sLκ

Q
[−2s−2]
r (0)Q

[−2s]
r (0)

]
+ (regular terms).

(3.43)

Thus the regularity of B(u) at u = 0 is equivalent to the condition that

κ2s+1 = (−1)2sL
Q

[2s+2]
r (0)Q

[2s]
r (0)

Q
[−2s−2]
r (0)Q

[−2s]
r (0)

. (3.44)
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Figure 3: The relation among Bethe solutions for twisted and the periodic boundary condi-
tion. The solid line with arrow shows the change of Bethe solutions when taking the twistless
limit θ → 0. The mergence of solid lines means the coincidence of solutions in the limiting
process. The Bethe solutions below the dashed line satisfy the polynomiality conditions for
the corresponding Q-functions.

This is just the physical condition for singular solutions. For the twistless limit κ → 1, this
condition goes to known results given in [33].

In summary, we take a common assumption that twisted boundary conditions is a strong
enough regularization scheme such that there is no repeated root if Q0,1/γ is required to be
a polynomial and then derive the physical condition (3.44) for singular solutions.

3.6 Numerical Results

For the rational Q-system, the physical condition corresponds to the polynomiality of func-
tions Q0,1/γ and Q0,2s+1. The numerical results show that for twisted case,i.e., θ ̸= 0, there
is no physical repeated solution and no physical singular solution, which means that for all
repeated solutions and all singular solutions, either Q0,1/γ or Q0,2s+1 is not polynomial. To
be more concrete, the numerical evidence shows that for twisted boundary conditions, the
polynomiality of Q0,1/γ rules out all repeated solutions, and the polynomiality of both Q0,1/γ
and Q0,2s+1 rules out all singular solutions. The relation among Bethe solutions for twisted
and the periodic boundary condition is shown in the diagram 3. Examples of numerical
results for Bethe solutions are given in Table 4 and Table 514 .

Please note that the number of primary states with respect to SU(2) symmetry is equal
to the number of physical Bethe solutions which do not involve roots at infinity. For spin-s

14We checked more examples with generic twist parameter θ. But it costs more time when the size of the
chain grows, such as for L = 8,M = 3, s = 1, θ = 1/10, the Q-system gives 112 physical Bethe solutions and
it costs about 23 seconds.
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θ = 1/100 θ = 0

{−300.00 − 173.21i, −300.00 + 173.21i} {∞, ∞}
{−199.50, −0.50001} {∞, −0.5}
{−200.00, 0} {∞, 0}
{−200.50, 0.50001} {∞, 0.5}
{0.00250 − 0.50000i, 0.00250 + 0.50000i} {−0.5i, 0.5i}
{−0.28784, 0.28951} {−0.28868, 0.28868}

6 primary
2 primary
4 descendant

Table 4: Physical Bethe solutions for L = 4,M = 2, s = 1
2
, κ ≡ eiθ. Solutions involving roots

at ∞ correspond to the descendants with respect to the SU(2) symmetry.

θ = 1/100 θ = 0

{−464.44, −367.78 − 350.88i, −367.78 + 350.88i} {∞, ∞, ∞}
{−299.71 − 173.21i, −299.71 + 173.21i, −0.57735} {∞, ∞, −0.57735}
{−300.29 − 173.21i, −300.29 + 173.21i, 0.57735} {∞, ∞, 0.57735}
{−200.86, 0.43302 − 0.55902i, 0.43302 + 0.55902i} {∞, 0.43301 − 0.55902i, 0.43301 + 0.55902i}
{−200.00, −0.44721i, 0.44721i} {∞, −0.44721i, 0.44721i}
{−199.13, −0.43302 − 0.55902i, −0.43302 + 0.55902i} {∞, −0.43301 − 0.55902i, −0.43301 + 0.55902i}
{0.00333 − 1.00000i, 0.00333 + 1.00000i, 0.0033333} {−i, i, 0}

7 primary
1 primary
6 descendant

Table 5: Physical Bethe solutions for L = 3,M = 3, s = 1. The meaning of roots at ∞ is
the same as Table 4.

twisted XXX chain where SU(2) symmetry is broken into U(1) symmetry15, the number of
physical Bethe solutions is given by the formula

Ns(L,M) = cs(L,M), (3.45)

where the function cs(L;M) is given by (2.5). For spin-s XXX chain with the periodic
boundary condition, which is twistless, the corresponding symmetry is SU(2), thus the
number of physical Bethe solutions without roots at infinity is given by

Ns(L,M) = cs(L,M) − cs(L,M − 1). (3.46)

Such difference corresponds to the fact that some of Bethe roots go to infinity as the twist
parameter θ goes to 0, where the U(1) symmetry is enhanced to SU(2). Physically speaking,
some of the states becomes descendants when we take the twistless limit. There is a similar
story in the open boundary cases, which we will discuss later.

15Here the ‘twisted’ does not include the anti-periodic boundary condition, where θ = π (mod 2π).
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4 Open Boundary Conditions

In this section, we will show the construction of the rational Q-system for spin-s XXX chain
with open boundaries16. We find that when α − β, L and M and spin-s satisfy certain
relations, where α and β are boundary parameters, there appears to be extra degeneracies
in the spin chain, which means that there are hidden symmetries similar to that mentioned
in [38]. This point is illustrated both analytically and numerically.

4.1 Open Boundary Conditions

In this case, we consider the isotropic (XXX) open Heisenberg quantum spin-s chain of
length L with boundary magnetic fields. For example, when s = 1,

H = − 1

4

L−1∑
n=1

(Sn · Sn+1 − (Sn · Sn+1)
2)

− 1

4

(
1

α + 1
2

+
1

α− 1
2

)
Sz
L − 1

4

(
1

α + 1
2

− 1

α− 1
2

)
(Sz

L)2

+
1

4

(
1

β + 1
2

+
1

β − 1
2

)
Sz
1 −

1

4

(
1

β + 1
2

− 1

β − 1
2

)
(Sz

1)2, (4.1)

where α and β are boundary parameters.
The bulk SU(2) symmetry is also broken to U(1) symmetry on account of boundary

terms in this case. Such Hamiltonian can be solved by Bethe ansatz [30, 54, 55], and the
corresponding Bethe equations are

g(uj − i
2
)

f(uj + i
2
)

(
uj + is

uj − is

)2L

=
M∏
k ̸=j

(uj − uk + i)(uj + uk + i)

(uj − uk − i)(uj + uk − i)
, (4.2)

where we have introduced functions

f(u) ≡ (u− iα)(u+ iβ), g(u) ≡ (u+ iα)(u− iβ). (4.3)

4.2 The Rational Q-system

The QQ-relation for the open version of the rational Q-system17 is given by [27,38]

uQ1,b = f [−(b−1)]Q+
1,b−1 − g[b−1]Q−

1,b−1,

uQ0,bQ1,b−1 = Q+
1,bQ

−
0,b−1 −Q−

1,bQ
+
0,b−1.

(4.4)

16The Hamiltonian of the spin-s XXX chain with open boundaries can be derived by using the correspond-
ing transfer matrix. We give the general formula for this point in appendix A.

17The non-physical solutions, which don’t correspond to eigenstates of Hamiltonian, can be eliminated by
Q-systems automatically.
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Note that the notation here has been introduced in equation (3.17). The boundary condition
is much different from closed chains and is given by

Q0,0(u) = q̃γ(u), Q1,0(u) = Q̃(u) =
M∏
j=1

(u− uj)(u+ uj) = u2M +
M−1∑
k=0

cku
2k,

Q2,b(u) = 1, b = 0, 1, . . . ,M,

(4.5)

where we introduce functions18

γ̃(u) =
2s−1∏
k=1

(u− i(s− k))2L, q̃γ(u) =
2s−1∏
k=0

(u− i(s− k − 1

2
))2L (4.6)

Just as the twisted cases, we expect that the minimal analyticity requires Q0,1/γ̃ and Q0,2s+1

to be polynomials.
Bethe equations for open chains can be also easily derived from the QQ-relation for open

systems. Taking b = 1 in (4.4), we have

uQ1,1 = fQ+
1,0 − gQ−

1,0,

uQ0,1Q1,0 = Q+
1,1Q

−
0,0 −Q−

1,1Q
+
0,0.

(4.7)

Then taking u = uj for j = 1, . . . ,M , we obtain the Bethe ansatz equation,

g−(uj)Q
+
0,0(uj)

f+(uj)Q
−
0,0(uj)

=
(uj − i

2
)

(uj + i
2
)

Q++
1,0 (uj)

Q−−
1,0 (uj)

. (4.8)

4.3 The P -function and the Equator

In the case of the open boundary condition, the P -function can be viewed as the solution
for the Wronskian relation for given Q, which reads

gP+Q− − fP−Q+ = uq̃γ. (4.9)

Since functions Q and q̃γ are polynomials, the function P should also be a polynomial of u
with the following expansion:

P = i
2sL−M∑
j=0

dju
2j, (4.10)

where dj are coefficients determined by the Wronskian relation (4.9). Suppose that the
Q-function has the expansion:

Q =
M∑
k=0

cku
2k, (4.11)

18For simplicity, we will omit the tilde later, here we just want to emphasize that the functions Q(u),
qγ(u), γ(u) are different from that in the twisted case.
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where cM = 1, then the left hand side of the Wronskian relation (4.9) is

LHS = u4sL+1d2sL−McM(−2)(2sL− 2M + α− β) + . . . (4.12)

where . . . stands for terms with order of u lower than 4sL+ 1. Since the right hand side of
(4.9) is just RHS = u4sL+1 + . . . and we know that cM = 1, we have

d2sL−M = − 1

2(2sL− 2M + α− β)
. (4.13)

So we conclude that there will be an overall divergent factor in the function P when M =
sL+ 1

2
(α− β). This is a special point in the sense that when magnon number M is smaller

than this value, there is no descendant state19 in the Hilbert space, while there are descendant
states when M is larger than this value. This is what we shall call an equator and we will
illustrate our statement numerically in the section 4.5.

For closed spin chains, the Wronskian relation is

P+Q− − P−Q+ = qγ, (4.14)

where, for a given P , if Q is a solution of (4.14), then Q + const · P also satisfies (4.14).
However, this property does not hold for open chains whose Wronskian relation is (4.9),
except when the magnetic parameters α and β take particular values. Consider the case
where α− β = k ∈ Z+. It can be readily verified that

gP+P ′− − fP−P ′+ = 0,

P ′ ≡ P
k−1∏
j=0

(
u+ i(β +

1

2
+ j)

)(
u− i(β +

1

2
+ j)

)
(4.15)

Consequently, for a given P , if Q is a solution of (4.9) with α−β = k ∈ Z+, then Q+const·P ′

also satisfies the equation. Moreover, if P and Q are polynomials, Q + const · P ′ is also a
polynomial.

Assuming that Q and P are polynomials, the degree of Q is deg(Q) = 2M , while the
degree of P ′ is

deg(P ′) = deg(P ) + 2k = 2(2sL−M) + 2(α− β) = 2(2sL−M + α− β). (4.16)

To ensure that the degree of Q + const · P ′ remains deg(Q) = 2M , a constraint arises:
deg(P ′) < deg(Q), which implies M > sL + 1

2
(α − β). Solutions of the form Q + const · P ′

only appear when M exceeds this equator.

19In this open chain with finite α, β, we slightly abuse the name primary states and descendant states in
the sense that they refer to eigenstates organized by subspace-specific symmetry generators that commute
with the Hamiltonian only within Hilbert subspaces, instead of the full Hilbert space. For more details about
this point, see the section 4.4.
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4.4 Hidden Symmetries

As we mentioned before, when α − β, L and M and spin-s satisfy certain relations, there
will be extra degeneracies in the spectrum of the spin chain. This suggests that there are
hidden symmetries for certain parameters of the spin chain. We will illustrate this point in
this part by showing that there are extra charges which commute with the transfer matrix.

We start with the following Lax operator:

Lan(u) =

(
u+ i

2
+ iSz

n iS−
n

iS+
n u+ i

2
− iSz

n

)
a

(4.17)

and the following K-matrices:

K−
a (u, β) =

(
i
(
β + 1

2

)
−
(
u+ i

2

)
0

0 i
(
β − 1

2

)
+
(
u+ i

2

) )
a

,

K+
a (u, α) =

(
i
(
α + 1

2

)
+
(
u+ i

2

)
0

0 i
(
α− 1

2

)
−
(
u+ i

2

) )
a

,

(4.18)

where label ‘a’ here means the auxiliary space. The monodromy matrix can be defined as

Ma(u, α, β) = K−
a (u, β)

L∏
n=1

Lan(u)K+
a (u, α)

1∏
n=L

Lan(u)

= K−
a (u, β)

(
A(u, α) B(u, α)
C(u, α) D(u, α)

)
a

= K−
a (u, β)Ma(u, α).

(4.19)

The double-row monodromy matrix Ma(u, α) here satisfies the following relation [54]

Rab(u−v)Ma(u, α)Rab(u+v−i)Mb(v, α) = Mb(v, α)Rab(u+v−i)Ma(u, α)Rab(u−v), (4.20)

where the R-matrix here is spin-1/2 representation. So one finds that the operators A,B,C,D
satisfy the commutation relations:

B(u, α)A(v, α) − (u+ v)(u− v)

(u− v + i)(u+ v − i)
A(v, α)B(u, α)

=
iB(v, α)A(u, α)

u− v + i
+

i(u− v)B(v, α)D(u, α)

(u− v + i)(u+ v − i)
,

(4.21)

and

D(u, α)B(v, α) − (u− v + i)(u+ v − i)

(u+ v)(u− v)
B(v, α)D(u, α)

=
A(u, α)B(v, α)

(u+ v − i)(u− v)
− i(u+ v)B(u, α)D(v, α)

(u+ v − i)(u− v)

+
i(u− v + i)2

(u− v)2(u+ v)
B(u, α)A(v, α) − iB(v, α)A(u, α)

(u− v)2(u+ v)
.

(4.22)
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Then the transfer matrix is given by

T(u, α, β) = tra Ma(u, α, β) = (−u+ iβ)A(u, α) + (u+ iβ)D(u, α). (4.23)

By using these commutation relations, one can prove that the eigenstates of the transfer
matrix (or Hamiltonian) are given by

| {uj}Mj=1⟩α =
M∏
j=1

B (uj, α) | ↑↑ . . . ↑⟩, (4.24)

where parameters {uj}Mj=1 satisfy the Bethe equation (4.2). This is called the Bethe state.
The transfer matrices are in involution:

[T(u, α, β),T(v, α, β)] = 0, ∀u, v ∈ C, (4.25)

which makes it possible to generate conserved charges. This is a general property for inte-
grable spin chains. However, there can be more conserved charges when certain conditions
are satisfied here. To find these charges, one can define that20

q̂α = lim
u→∞

B(u, α)

(u+ i/2)2L−1
. (4.26)

The expansion of the operators in the limit of u→ ∞ is given by

A(u, α) = (u+ i/2)2L+1

(
A(1)

∞ +
1

(u+ i/2)
A(2)

∞ +O(
1

(u+ i/2)2
)

)
D(u, α) = (u+ i/2)2L+1

(
D(1)

∞ +
1

(u+ i/2)
D(2)

∞ +O(
1

(u+ i/2)2
)

)
B(u, α) = (u+ i/2)2L−1

(
B(1)

∞ +O(
1

(u+ i/2)
)

)
C(u, α) = (u+ i/2)2L−1

(
C(1)

∞ +O(
1

(u+ i/2)
)

)
. (4.27)

According to the definition of monodromy matrix, we can derive that

A(1)
∞ = 1, A(2)

∞ = 2iSz + i(α + 1/2),

D(1)
∞ = −1, D(2)

∞ = 2iSz + i(α− 1/2).
(4.28)

And the others are identical with [38]. Note that the only difference is that we keep the
order of u + i/2 rather than u, and the difference of α ± 1/2 is cancelled in the process of

20The notation introduced here is the same as that given in [38].
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the derivation of commutation relations between q̂α and A(v, α), also D(v, α). Then it can
be proved that [38]

[q̂α,A(v, α)] = B(v, α) ((2iv + 1) − 2(2Sz + α)) , (4.29)

[q̂α,D(v, α)] = −B(v, α) ((3 − 2iv) − 2 (2Sz + α)) , (4.30)

[q̂α,B(v, α)] = 0, [q̂α, S
z] = q̂α. (4.31)

Here Sz ≡
∑L

i=1 S
z
i . Using the expression (4.23), we have

[q̂α,T(v, α, β)] = B(v, α)4v(2Sz + α− β − 1). (4.32)

Acting both sides of this equation on the Bethe state | {uj}Mj=1⟩α, we have

[q̂α,T(v, α, β)]| {uj}Mj=1⟩α = 4v(2sL− 2M + α− β − 1)B(v, α)| {uj}Mj=1⟩α. (4.33)

Thus it can be derived that

[q̂pα,T(v, α, β)]| {uj}Mj=1⟩α = 4pv(2sL− 2M + α− β − p)q̂p−1
α B(v, α)| {uj}Mj=1⟩α. (4.34)

It is easy to see that, when p = p0 ≡ 2sL− 2M + α− β,

[q̂2sL−2M+α−β
α ,T(v, α, β)]| {uj}Mj=1⟩α = 0. (4.35)

We conclude that for p = p0, q̂
p0
α is a ‘charge’ responsible for hidden symmetries, which can

be used to generate descendant states by acting on | {uj}Mj=1⟩α.

We emphasize that when M is smaller than sL+ 1
2
(α−β), which is the position of equator

as we mentioned in the section 4.3, descendant states can exist since p0 is larger than 0. This
is consistent with what we discussed in the section 4.3. Also, for a state with M magnons,
where M ≤ sL+ 1

2
(α−β), the corresponding descendant state has M+p0 = 2sL−M+α−β

magnons. So the magnon numbers of these two states, M and M + p0, are symmetric with
respect to sL+ 1

2
(α− β). That is why sL+ 1

2
(α− β) is named equator21.

To be specific, the existence of descendant states requires that:

0 ≤M < sL+ 1
2
(α− β) < M + p0 ≤ 2sL, (4.36)

which ensures the consistency of magnon counting and the relation between equator, primary
states and descendant states.

21Note that for closed spin chains with SU(2) symmetry, the equator is located atM = sL and the magnon
numbers of the primary state and the descendant state are M and 2sL−M , respectively.
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(α, β) = (10, 10) (α, β) = (105, 105) (α, β) = (∞,∞)
{1.133e1i, 2.191e1i}
{1.413e1i, 1.197}
{1.418e1i, 0.207}
{1.417e1i, 0.499}
{0.231, 0.667}
{0.713 − 0.512i,
0.713 + 0.512i}

{1.126e5i, 2.175e5i}
{1.414e5i, 1.207}
{1.414e5i, 0.207}
{1.414e5i, 0.500}
{0.231, 0.668}
{0.716 − 0.513i,
0.716 + 0.513i}

{0.231, 0.668}
{0.716 − 0.513i,
0.716 + 0.513i}

2 primary 4 descendant

Table 6: Physical Bethe solutions for L = 4,M = 2, s = 1
2
. In the limit of free boundary

condition, there are 2 primary states and 4 descendant states.

(α, β) = (10, 10) (α, β) = (105, 105) (α, β) = (∞,∞)
{1.075e1i, 1.437e1i, 3.021e1i}
{1.699, 1.131e1i, 2.177e1i}
{0.574, 1.133e1i, 2.187e1i}

{0.687 + 0.479i, 0.687− 0.479i, 1.414e1i}
{1.321− 0.595i, 1.321 + 0.595i, 1.406e1i}
{0.277 + 0.503i, 0.277− 0.503i, 1.417e1i}
{0.810 + 1.008i, 0.810− 1.008i, 0.834}

{1.061e5i, 1.414e5i, 2.979e5i}
{1.732, 1.126e5i, 2.175e5i}
{0.577, 1.126e5i, 2.175e5i}

{0.692 + 0.478i, 0.692− 0.478i, 1.414e5i}
{1.336− 0.599i, 1.336 + 0.599i, 1.414e5i}
{0.278 + 0.503i, 0.278− 0.503i, 1.414e5i}
{0.815 + 1.009i, 0.815− 1.009i, 0.840} {0.815 + 1.009i, 0.815− 1.009i, 0.840}

1 primary 6 descendant

Table 7: Physical Bethe solutions for L = 3,M = 3, s = 1. In the limit of free boundary
condition, there are 1 primary state and 6 descendant states.

4.5 Numerical Results

4.5.1 The free boundary limit

In this part, we present two illustrative examples of Bethe solutions derived from the rational
Q-system. We verify that for parameters α, β, s, L,M which do NOT permit a hidden
symmetries, the number of solutions is coincident with the formula (3.45), since the apparent
symmetry of the Hamiltonian is U(1).

When we consider the free boundary limit α, β → ∞, the symmetry becomes SU(2). In
this case, the rational Q-system is expected to yield a number of solutions consistent with
(3.46). This hypothesis can be numerically validated by assigning exceedingly large values
to α and β and observing whether the count of solutions that remain finite corresponds with
equation (3.46) 22. The numerical results are given in Tables 6 and 7 23.

In the case of free boundaries, where α, β = ∞, we designate as descendant states

22Due to technical limitations, the numerical program cannot directly handle boundary parameters (α, β) =
(∞,∞). Therefore, numerical results are presented as (α, β) increases to sufficiently large finite values,
allowing us to observe the behavior approaching the free boundary limit. For the column with (α, β) =
(∞,∞), we set f, g = 1 in (4.4).

23The two tables below show the physical Bethe solutions. We note that the Q-function is defined as
Q(u) =

∏M
j=1(u − uj)(u + uj). For brevity, only the Bethe roots uj are displayed, while their counterparts

−uj are omitted and here, e in the table denotes the use of scientific notation.
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those Bethe states associated with Bethe solutions that incorporate roots at infinity. This
concept will also be used in later discussion for hidden symmetries.

4.5.2 Hidden symmetries, equators and boundary induced strings

In this part, we present the numerical results for number of solutions given by the rational
Q-system. In particular, we consider cases where hidden symmetries discussed in section 4.4
and ambiguities of the Q-functions mentioned in 4.3 can exist.

Consider the case where L = 4, s = 1, α = 1, in the following tables, we show the
possibilities where hidden symmetries can exist, i.e., where 2sL− 2M + α− β is an integer
and satisfies the constraint (4.36). As we mentioned in the section 4.3, we can also calculate
the equator using the equation (4.13) for each case and obtain the equator located at sL +
1
2
(α− β). One can see from numerical results shown in Table 8 and Table 9 that when M is

larger than the equator, there are descendant states in the Hilbert space.
The cases with a box here have fewer solutions than we expect for the U(1) symmetry,

which implies the existence of hidden symmetries. Lines here connect the solutions corre-
sponding to primary states and their descendants after acting hidden symmetries generators
q̂pα. One can see that after considering these descendants, the number of solutions is correct
as we expected.

In the following table, we can see that the hidden symmetries can also exist, which cause
some of numbers of Bethe solution to be different from expected:

However, our investigation reveals more intriguing findings. The first notable observation
is that, in certain cases, an additional degree of freedom appears in the corresponding Q-
function, as previously discussed in section 4.3. This is indicated in the table by entries
marked with a number followed by ‘c’, which signifies the presence of this extra freedom.
This additional degree of freedom arises because, when solving the rational Q-system, the
number of constraints is insufficient to uniquely determine the Q-function, leaving some
parameters undetermined. Like the XXX spin chain with SU(2) symmetry, the TQ-equation
is a second difference equation and has two solutions, one is Q function and another is called
P function. If we consider Q, whose degree is beyond the equator, then Q+ const.P for all
const number is the solution of the TQ-equation. This is the source of ‘c’. We can consider
the spin flip Hamiltonian to avoid the problem.

The second observation pertains to the emergence of solutions containing boundary in-
duced strings 24. When α− β = k ∈ Z+, certain Bethe solutions exhibit a structured set of
roots: {

i
(
α− 1

2

)
, i
(
α− 3

2

)
, . . . , i

(
α− 2k−1

2

)}
,

and
{
−i
(
α− 1

2

)
,−i

(
α− 3

2

)
, . . . ,−i

(
α− 2k−1

2

)}
,

(4.37)

where i
(
α− 2k−1

2

)
= i
(
β + 1

2

)
.

Examples of boundary induced string configurations are shown in Figure 4 and Figure
5. We choose two of Bethe solutions for k = 2 and k = 4 respectively and depict them in

24We use the term ‘boundary induced strings’ to emphasize that the appearance of these string-like con-
figurations is induced by the presence of boundary magnetic fields.
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β equator M = 0 M = 1 M = 2 M = 3 M = 4 M = 5 M = 6 M = 7 M = 8

10 −0.5 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 1

9 0 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 1

8 0.5 1 3 10 16 19 16 10 4 1

7 1 1 4 9 16 19 16 10 4 1

6 1.5 1 4 6 15 19 16 10 4 1

5 2 1 4 10 12 18 16 10 4 1

4 2.5 1 4 10 6 15 15 10 4 1

3 3 1 4 10 16 9 12 9 4 1

2 3.5 1 4 10 16 3 6 6 3 1

1 4 1 4 10 16 19 0 0 0 0

U(1) null 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 1

SU(2) 4 1 3 6 6 3 null null null null

Table 8: Numerical results for number of solutions. Here we take L = 4, s = 1, α = 1 with
β going from 1 to 10. Lines are used to connect solutions corresponding to primary states
and their descendants.

Figure 4 and Figure 5. In those figures, red dots denote Bethe roots included in boundary
induced strings and blue roots denote Bethe roots beyond the boundary induced strings.

These root configurations, termed boundary induced strings, manifest as indivisible units:
they either fully appear in a solution or are entirely absent. The length of a boundary induced
string is 2k, reflecting the integer k = α − β. Notably, numerical investigations show that
singular strings do not exist in open chain Bethe solutions. However, for specific parameter
choices, such as α = s+ 1

2
, β = −s− 1

2
, the boundary induced string’s structure mimics that

of a singular string, despite their distinct physical origins.
Another interesting phenomenon is the ‘splitting’ of Bethe solutions. For instance, in the

case of β = 0,M = 8, we identify three solutions with Q-functions of the form Q+ const ·P ′

and one solution characterized by infinite roots. The total number of solutions is the same
as that for β = 0,M = 1. Specifically, the four solutions for β = 0,M = 1 bifurcate into two
distinct groups: three solutions without a boundary induced string correspond to the three
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β equator M = 0 M = 1 M = 2 M = 3 M = 4 M = 5 M = 6 M = 7 M = 8

0 4.5 1 4 10 16 19 3c 6c 6c 3c

−1 5 1 4 10 16 19 16 9c 12c 9c

−2 5.5 1 4 10 16 19 16 6c 15c 15c

−3 6 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 12c 18c

−4 6.5 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 6c 15c

−5 7 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 9c

−6 7.5 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 3c

−7 8 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 1

−8 8.5 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 1

U(1) null 1 4 10 16 19 16 10 4 1

SU(2) 4 1 3 6 6 3 null null null null

Table 9: Numerical results for number of solutions. Here we take L = 4, s = 1, α = 1 with β
going from −8 to 0. Entries marked with a number followed by ‘c’ and highlighted in blue
indicate cases where the Q-functions have certain ambiguity and the Q-system does not have
unique solution.

solutions with Q-functions of the form Q+ const · P ′ for β = 0,M = 8, while the remaining
solution for β = 0,M = 1, which includes a boundary induced string, corresponds to the
solution with infinite roots for β = 0,M = 8. We will provide a detailed explanation of these
phenomenon in subsequent works.

5 Conclusions

In this work, we systematically investigate the spin-s Q-system with twisted and open bound-
aries.

For twisted boundary conditions, we demonstrate that the polynomiality condition for the
rational Q-system is equivalent to the polynomiality condition of the P -function. Addition-
ally, we derive the physical conditions for Bethe solutions containing singular roots. Through
numerical verification, we confirm that the rational Q-system reproduces the expected num-
ber of Bethe solutions, thereby validating its completeness in the twisted boundary case.

For the open boundary condition, we also confirmed the completeness of the rational
Q-system in generating all physical Bethe solutions for general boundary parameters α, β,
spin-s, the length of chains L, and the number of magnons M . Our analysis reveals novel
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Figure 4: The string configuration of L = 5,
M = 5, s = 1, α = 26/5, k = 2
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Figure 5: The string configuration of L = 5,
M = 5, s = 1, α = 26/5, k = 4

phenomena, including hidden symmetries that emerge when α−β ∈ Z and (4.36) is satisfied,
leading to a correspondence between primary and descendant states across the equator M =
sL+ 1

2
(α− β). This finding is supported by both analytical and numerical evidence (shown

in Table 8 and Table 9), and it aligns with the discussion in [38] for the special case where
α − β = 1. Furthermore, we identified the existence of boundary induced strings that
appear as indivisible units under specific boundary parameters, offering new insights into
the interplay between symmetries and boundary conditions.

There are several future directions. A key question is to fully understand the origin
and conditions under which boundary induced strings appear. A more concrete analytical
framework is needed to elucidate when and how these solutions arise. Another important
direction is to extend this analysis of Bethe solutions to more general spin chains with open
boundaries. A natural next step is to consider open spin chains with higher-rank symmetries.
Also, exploring the operator spectrum in the planar limit of the γ-deformed N = 4 super-
Yang-Mills theory [41–43,56–61] using the rational Q-system would be interesting.

For the rational Q-system itself, there are also some interesting future works to be done.
One is the generalization to spin chains with superalgebra sl(N |M) in the spin-s representa-
tions. Additionally, extending the polynomiality condition to more general conditions is of
critical importance, as it would enable the rational Q-system to accommodate a broader class
of integrable systems, such as the sl(2) spin chain and the Lieb-Liniger model, is of critical
importance. We anticipate that investigation of such systems would expand the applicability
of the rational Q-system to a much more wider range of integrable models.
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A Hamiltonians for Spin-s XXX Chains with Open

Boundaries

In this appendix we give the general procedure to derive the Hamiltonian for spin-s XXX
chain with open boundaries. We start with the following propositions25 [54]:

(a) The Lax operator Lan(u) coincides with the R-matrix Ran(u) in the space Wa ⊗Wn

Lan(u) = Ran(u). (A.1)

(b) The value of Ran(u) at u = 0 is essentially the permutation operator

Ran(0) = ϕ(i)Pan. (A.2)

(c) The value of K−
1 (u) at u = 0 is proportional to the identity

K−
1 (0) ∝ I. (A.3)

The Hamiltonian density for models with R-matrices satisfying conditions (a) and (b) is
given by

hn,n+1 =
d

du
Rn,n+1(u)

∣∣∣∣
u=0

Pn,n+1 = Pn,n+1
d

du
Rn,n+1(u)

∣∣∣∣
u=0

. (A.4)

Then one can differentiating ln t(u) to obtain Hamiltonian

H ∝ d

du
ln t(u)

∣∣∣∣
u=0

. (A.5)

As a result, for diagonal K-matrices, the general Hamiltonian satisfying propositions above
is given by

H̃ =
2

ϕ(i)

L−1∑
n=1

hn,n+1 +
2

ϕ(i)

tra[K
+
a (0)ha,L]

tra[K+
a (0)]

+
d

du
K−

1 (u)

∣∣∣∣
u=0

[K−
1 (0)]−1. (A.6)

To fit in the normalized Hamiltonian, a rescaling factor is needed for specific case. The
footprint a and 1 here denotes the space which K+

a (u) and K−
1 (u) act on, i.e., K+ acts on

25The propositions and the formula of Hamiltonian holds for general spin-s.
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auxiliary space and K− acts on the Hilbert space of the first site. ϕ(i) is defined by (A.2).
In particular, for the case of spin-s, the equation (A.2) becomes26 [62]

R(s,s)
an (0) = (−1)s(2s)!P(s,s)

an , (A.7)

where P
(s,s)
an is the permutation operator in spin-s representation. The spin-s fused R-

matrices are given by

R(s,s) =
2s∏
j=1

(u− ji)
2s∑
l=0

l∏
k=1

u+ ki

u− ki
P(l). (A.8)

Here P(l) is a projector that project a direct product space of two spin-s space onto a
irreducible spin-l space. One may also need the spin-s fused K-matrices, which are given
by [55,63–66]

K
−(s)
{a} (u) =P+

{a}

2s∏
k=1

{[ k−1∏
l=1

R
( 1
2
, 1
2
)

alak (2u+ (k + l − 2s− 1)i)

]

×K
−( 1

2
)

ak (u+ (k − s− 1

2
)i)

}
P+

{a}, (A.9)

where the basic R-matrix and K-matrix are given by [67,68]

R
( 1
2
, 1
2
)

alak (u) =


u+ i 0 0 0

0 u i 0

0 i u 0

0 0 0 u− i


alak

, K
−( 1

2
)

ak (u) =

iβ − u 0

0 iβ + u


ak

, (A.10)

and the subscript {a} denotes the direct product space of space Val , Vak and so on. They
satisfy the boundary Yang-Baxter equation

R
( 1
2
, 1
2
)

a1a2 (u− v)K
−( 1

2
)

a1 (u)R
( 1
2
, 1
2
)

a1a2 (u+ v)K
−( 1

2
)

a2 (v) = K
−( 1

2
)

a2 (v)R
( 1
2
, 1
2
)

a1a2 (u+ v)K
−( 1

2
)

a1 (u)R
( 1
2
, 1
2
)

a1a2 (u− v).
(A.11)

Also, K+
a (u) for general spin-s is taken to be [54]

K
+(s)
{a} (u) = K

−(s)
{a} (−u− i)

∣∣∣∣
β→α

. (A.12)

Now we start to proof the formula (A.6).

26In the following, we will use the superscript (s) for spin-s case to make it clearer.
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A.1 The Proof of Equation (A.6)

For an integrable spin chain with open boundaries, one may construct the corresponding
transfer matrix in the following way [54] 27

t(u) = tra

[
K+

a (u)Ta(u)K−
a (u)T̂a(u)

]
, (A.13)

where Ta(u) and its inversion T̂a(u) are defined as

Ta(u) = Ra,L(u)Ra,L−1(u) . . .Ra,2(u)Ra,1(u),

T̂a(u) = Ra,1(u)Ra,2(u) . . .Ra,L−1(u)Ra,L(u).
(A.14)

Diffrentiating t(u) at u = 0, we have

d

du
t(u)

∣∣∣∣
u=0

=tra

[
d

du

(
K+

a (u)
)∣∣∣∣

u=0

Ta(0)K−
a (0)T̂a(0)

]
+ tra

[
K+

a (0)Ta(0)
d

du

(
K−

a (u)
)∣∣∣∣

u=0

T̂a(0)

]
+ tra

[
K+

a (0)
d

du

(
Ta(u)

)∣∣∣∣
u=0

K−
a (0)T̂a(0)

]
+ tra

[
K+

a (0)Ta(0)K−
a (0)

d

du

(
T̂a(u)

)∣∣∣∣
u=0

]
. (A.15)

Remembering (A.2), we can express (A.14) as

Ta(0) = ϕ(i)2LPa,LPa,L−1 . . .Pa,2Pa,1,

T̂a(0) = ϕ(i)2LPa,1Pa,2 . . .Pa,L−1Pa,L. (A.16)

It is easy to deal with the first two lines of (A.15), one can just use (A.16) and move
the permutation operators to the other side, then two identical permutation operators just
becomes identity and contribute nothing to the trace, which is

tra

[
d

du

(
K+

a (u)
)∣∣∣∣

u=0

Ta(0)K−
a (0)T̂a(0)

]
+ tra

[
K+

a (0)
d

du

(
Ka(u)

)∣∣∣∣
u=0

Ka(0)K−
a (0)T̂a(0)

]
= ϕ(i)2L

(
tra

(
d

du

(
K+

a (u)
) ∣∣∣∣

u=0

)
K−

1 (0) + tra
(
K+

a (0)
) d

du

(
K−

a (u)
) ∣∣∣∣

u=0

)
.

Using (A.4), T′
a(0) is nothing but a summation

T′
a(0) =R′(0)a,LPa,L−1 . . .Pa,2Pa,1 + Pa,LR

′(0)a,L−1 . . .Pa,2Pa,1 + . . .

=Pa,Lha,LPa,L−1 . . .Pa,2Pa,1 + Pa,LPa,L−1ha,L−1 . . .Pa,2Pa,1 + . . .

=Pa,LPa,L−1 . . .Pa,2Pa,1hL−1,L + Pa,LPa,L−1 . . .Pa,2Pa,1hL−2,L−1 + . . . . (A.17)

27For simplicity, we omit the superscript (s) of R-matrix and K-matrix in the following
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Plugging this back into (A.15) and moving permutation operators to the right side, using
the property (A.3) mensioned at the beginning, we obtain

t′(0) =ϕ(i)2L
(

tra

(
d

du

(
K+

a (u)
) ∣∣∣∣

u=0

)
K−

1 (0) + tra
(
K+

a (0)
) d

du

(
K−

a (u)
) ∣∣∣∣

u=0

)
+ 2ϕ(i)2L−1tra

[
K+

a (0)ha,L
]
K−

1 (0) + 2ϕ(i)2L−1tra
[
K+

a (0)
](L−1∑

n=1

hn,n+1

)
K−

1 (0).

(A.18)

Since t(0) is simply
t(0) = ϕ(i)2Ltra[K

+
a (0)]K−

1 (0), (A.19)

The final result is

d

du
ln t(u)

∣∣∣∣
u=0

=
2

ϕ(i)

L−1∑
n=1

hn,n+1 +
2

ϕ(i)

tra[K
+
a (0)ha,L]

tra[K+
a (0)]

+
d

du
K−

1 (u)

∣∣∣∣
u=0

[K−
1 (0)]−1 +

tra[
d
du

(K+
a (u))]

tra[K+
a (u)]

∣∣∣∣
u=0

, (A.20)

which gives spin-s Hamiltonian with diagonal open boundary.

A.2 Hamiltonians for s = 1
2 , 1,

3
2

In this part, we give the explicit form of Hamiltonian for s = 1
2
, 1, 3

2
by using the general

formula (A.6) [15, 16].

A.2.1 Spin-1
2

The spin-1
2

Hamiltonian is given by

H = −
L−1∑
n=1

(Sn · Sn+1) +
1

2β
Sz
1 −

1

2α
Sz
L +

L− 1

4
12×2, (A.21)

where we take p− = −iβ and p+ = −iα [27, 62]. The expressions for the energy is given by

E =
M∑
j=1

2

4u2j + 1
+

1

4β
− 1

4α
, (A.22)

where u1, u2, . . . , uM are roots for the spin-1/2 Bethe equation.
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A.2.2 Spin-1

For the case of spin-1, the diagonal fused K-matrix K
−(1)
{a} is given by 28 [62, 69] :

K
−(1)
{a} (u) = (2u+ i)


r1(u) 0 0

0 r2(u) 0

0 0 r3(u)


{a}

, (A.23)

r1(u) = (iβ − u− i

2
)(iβ − u+

i

2
),

r2(u) = (iβ − u+
i

2
)(iβ + u− i

2
),

r3(u) = (iβ + u+
i

2
)(iβ + u− i

2
).

Then the corresponding Hamiltonian is given by

H = − 1

4

L−1∑
n=1

(Sn · Sn+1 − (Sn · Sn+1)
2)

− 1

4

(
1

α + 1
2

+
1

α− 1
2

)
Sz
L − 1

4

(
1

α + 1
2

− 1

α− 1
2

)
(Sz

L)2

+
1

4

(
1

β + 1
2

+
1

β − 1
2

)
Sz
1 −

1

4

(
1

β + 1
2

− 1

β − 1
2

)
(Sz

1)2. (A.24)

The energy in this case is given by the formula

E =
M∑
j=1

1

u2j + 1
+

1

2

(
1

β − 1
2

− 1

α + 1
2

)
, (A.25)

where u1, u2, . . . , uM are roots for the spin-1 Bethe equation.

28The label {a} here presents the direct product space of two 2-dimensional subspace.
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A.2.3 Spin-3
2

For the case of spin-1, the diagonal fused K-matrix K
−( 3

2
)

{a′} is given by

K
−( 3

2
)

{a′} = −4u(u+ i)(2u+ i)


r′1(u) 0 0 0

0 r′2(u) 0 0

0 0 r′3(u) 0

0 0 0 r′4(u)

 , (A.26)

r′1(u) = (iβ − u)(iβ − u+ i)(iβ − u− i),

r′2(u) = (iβ − u)(iβ − u+ i)(iβ + u− i),

r′3(u) = (iβ + u)(iβ − u+ i)(iβ + u− i),

r′4(u) = (iβ + u)(iβ + u+ i)(iβ + u− i),

where {a′} is just the spin-3/2 version of {a}. Note that in order to get the correct size of
the boundary matrix, similarity transformation is needed in the fusion procedure. After the
transformation, there will be some null rows and columns. Once removing those zeros, the
size of the matrix is correct. For example, according to (A.9), the original fused K-matrices

of spin-1 case K
−(1)
{a} (u) is a 4× 4 matrix, which is not a correct size of spin-1 representation.

After diagonalization, there will be a null column and row with all elements being zero, then
one can remove this column to get the correct size. To be more specific, there is always a
similarity transformation [62]

A(s)K
−(s)
{a} (u)

(
A(s)

)−1
, (A.27)

to obtain a diagonal K
−(s)
{a} (u), and the removal of null columns or rows to obtain a correct

size. One of the similarity transformation matrices for spin-1 and spin-3/2 are respectively

A(1) =


1 0 0 0

0 1 1 0

0 −1 1 0

0 0 0 1

 , (A.28)
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and

A( 3
2
) =



1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0

0 −1 1 0 0 0 0 0

0 −1 0 0 1 0 0 0

0 0 0 −1 0 1 0 0

0 0 0 −1 0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1



. (A.29)

Then the resulting Hamiltonian is

H =
1

432

L∑
n=1

(
27Sn · Sn+1 − 8(Sn · Sn+1)

2 − 16(Sn · Sn+1)
3
)

+
3L

8
13×3

−
(

13

24α
− 1

48(α + 1)
− 1

48(α− 1)

)
Sz
L +

(
1

8(α− 1)
− 1

8(α + 1)

)
(Sz

L)2

+

(
1

6α
− 1

12(α + 1)
− 1

12(α− 1)

)
(Sz

L)3 +

(
13

24β
− 1

48(β − 1)
− 1

48(β + 1)

)
Sz
1

+

(
1

8(β − 1)
− 1

8(β + 1)

)
(Sz

1)2 −
(

1

6β
− 1

12(β − 1)
− 1

12(β + 1)

)
(Sz

1)3. (A.30)

The corresponding energy is given by

E =
M∑
j=1

6

4u2j + 9
− 1

4α
− 17

32(α + 1)
+

1

32(α− 1)
+

17

32(β − 1)
+

1

4β
− 1

32(β + 1)
+

3

8
.

(A.31)
where u1, u2, . . . , uM are roots for the spin-3/2 Bethe equation. For general spin-s case, we
conclude that the energy formula should be

E =
M∑
j=1

s

u2j + s2
+ E0(α, β), (A.32)

where u1, u2, . . . , uM are roots for the spin-s Bethe equation. The energy shift E0(α, β) is
independent of Bethe roots uj and can be determined by acting Hamiltonian on the ground
state.
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L M Spectrum Numbers
2 1 -0.61803, 1.6180 2
3 1 -0.66170, 0.82104, 1.8407 3
4 2 -0.76284, 0.12575, 1.0000, 1.1593, 1.5202, 2.9576 6

5 3
-0.78836, -0.18253, 0.52889, 0.61356, 1.1148, 1.2654,

10
1.4037, 2.1135, 2.5659, 3.3651

Table 10: The Energy of spin-1
2

open chain with α = 1
2
, β = 1

2

L M Spectrum Numbers
2 1 -0.79533, 0.62867 2
2 2 -0.91844, 0.018053, 2.2337 3

4 2
-0.98860, -0.54138, -0.15149, 0.11504, 0.40282, 0.84150,

10
1.1947, 1.4289, 2.1028, 2.5957

5 3

-1.0755, -0.79302, -0.49073, -0.44834, -0.21830, -0.11396,

30
-0.045126, 0.19786, 0.29370, 0.39515, 0.39723, 0.68085,
0.77866, 0.78066, 0.99690, 1.0636, 1.2974, 1.3148,
1.3164, 1.5179, 1.7087, 1.7496, 1.8494, 1.8839,
2.0654, 2.3519, 2.5897, 2.9202, 2.9872, 3.3811

Table 11: The Energy of spin-1 open chain with α = 1, β = 1

A.3 Numerical Results for Energies

In this part, we present the numerical results for energies in the spin-1/2, 1, 3/2 cases.
One can check that the number of solutions here is consistent with the formula (3.45),

Ns(L,M) = cs(L,M). (A.33)
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[10] Rob Hagemans and Jean-Sébastien Caux. Deformed strings in the heisenberg model.
Journal of Physics A: Mathematical and Theoretical, 40(49):14605–14647, November
2007.

[11] E. Mukhin, V. Tarasov, and A. Varchenko. Bethe algebra of homogeneous xxx heisen-
berg model has simple spectrum, 2012.

[12] Wenrui Hao, Rafael I. Nepomechie, and Andrew J. Sommese. Completeness of solutions
of Bethe’s equations. Phys. Rev. E, 88(5):052113, 2013.

39



[13] Yunfeng Jiang and Yang Zhang. Algebraic geometry and Bethe ansatz. Part I. The
quotient ring for BAE. JHEP, 03:087, 2018.

[14] Jiahao Yang and Jianda Wu. Truncated string state space approach and its application
to the nonintegrable spin-12 Heisenberg chain. Phys. Rev. B, 109(21):214421, 2024.

[15] L. A. Takhtajan. The picture of low-lying excitations in the isotropic Heisenberg chain
of arbitrary spins. Phys. Lett. A, 87:479–482, 1982.

[16] H. M. Babujian. Exact solution of the one-dimensional isotropic Heisenberg chain with
arbitrary spin S. Phys. Lett. A, 90:479–482, 1982.

[17] H. Bethe. On the theory of metals. 1. Eigenvalues and eigenfunctions for the linear
atomic chain. Z. Phys., 71:205–226, 1931.

[18] Wenrui Hao, Rafael I. Nepomechie, and Andrew J. Sommese. Singular solutions, re-
peated roots and completeness for higher-spin chains. J. Stat. Mech., 1403:P03024,
2014.

[19] Rafael I. Nepomechie and Chunguang Wang. Twisting singular solutions of Bethe’s
equations. J. Phys. A, 47(50):505004, 2014.

[20] Rafael I. Nepomechie and Chunguang Wang. Algebraic Bethe ansatz for singular solu-
tions. J. Phys. A, 46:325002, 2013.

[21] R. J. Baxter. Exactly solved models in statistical mechanics. 1982.

[22] V. E. Korepin, N. M. Bogoliubov, and A. G. Izergin. Quantum Inverse Scattering
Method and Correlation Functions. Cambridge Monographs on Mathematical Physics.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1993.

[23] Rafael I. Nepomechie. A Spin chain primer. Int. J. Mod. Phys. B, 13:2973–2986, 1999.

[24] Samuel Belliard, Nikita A. Slavnov, and Benoit Vallet. Modified Algebraic Bethe
Ansatz: Twisted XXX Case. SIGMA, 14:054, 2018.

[25] Christian Marboe and Dmytro Volin. Fast analytic solver of rational Bethe equations.
J. Phys. A, 50(20):204002, 2017.

[26] Christian Marboe and Dmytro Volin. The full spectrum of AdS5/CFT4 I: Representa-
tion theory and one-loop Q-system. J. Phys. A, 51(16):165401, 2018.

[27] Rafael I. Nepomechie. Q-systems with boundary parameters. J. Phys. A, 53:294001,
2020.

[28] Etienne Granet and Jesper Lykke Jacobsen. On zero-remainder conditions in the Bethe
ansatz. JHEP, 03:178, 2020.

40
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